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and ſpeedy Conqueſts over its oppoſite 


—_\ /4T the Goſpel , which at its firſt 
appearance in the World made ſuch great 


Powers, ſhould in theſe latter Ages be © 


fo far from making ſuch large ſtrides, yea, or the 
leaſt ſtep of further progreſs, that it hath been dri- 
ven out of many of the Provinces it had gained ; 


this is by Some objefted againſt the Providence of 


God, and the Truth of the Goſpel, and by the Beſt 
lookt pon with wonder. | 
Time was, when the Fathers and Apologifts of 
the Chriſtian Churches pleaded This Pf an Evut- 
dence of our Lord's being the true Meſſiah, that in 
him the Promiſe was fulfilled, which gave him the 
Ren for his ay wg and the — 
s of the earth for his poſſeſſion. And par- 
Ealerl St. Auguſtine thus argaed for the Truth of 
his Reſurrefion, the Corner-ftone of the Chriſtian 
Faith : The ſame Spirit of God which foretold 
the ReſurreRjon of Chriſt, foretald alſo, chat 
the Dofrine thereof ſhould be publickly pro- 
feſled and believed in the World : and One was 
alrogether as unlikely as the Other : bur the 
Latter weſeein all Ages fince Chriſt's Death ac- 


compliſhed, why then ſhould we doubt of the -- 


Former ? 

And if we duly conſider how incredible it was, 
that a poor, deſpiſed, perſecuted, and at laſt crucified 
vagabond, ſhould by the preaching of a few Fiſher- 
men, ſo prevail over the oppoſite Powers of the 
World, that the greateſt Princes ſhould place bis 
Croſs above their Crowns as their beſt Ornament 
and proteftion ; Thus ſingly conſadered, muſt claim a 
belief, that as it is marvellous in our eyes, ſo it 
was the Lord's doing. If from the Power of the 
Sword we paſs to that of the Pen, and conſider, that 
Twelve ignorant Fiſhermen baffled the celebrated 
Learning of the Scribes among the Jews, and the 
PhiloJophers among the Greeks ; Theſe Triumphs 
of the Ignorant over the Learned, will appear no leſs 
admirable than thoſe of the Poor over Princes: And 
when to this doubly wonderful Event, we add the no 
leſs wonderful Predifion, which at the time of its 
publication muſt appear no leſs Mad than now Miracu- 
low ; it muſt ſeem equally incredible that this con- 
courſe of ſo many wonders, ſhould be the effeft of 
leſs than Divine Power and Wiſdom : and conſe- 
quently Sucha Prophecy So fulfilled,muſt evidence the 
—_ to be what he declared himſelf, the Son of 

od. | 


T ET ſhould one of Mahomet's Prieſts now 
mount the ſame Chair, might he not with ( at leaſt) 
the ſame Force, preſs the ſame Argument in behalf 
of that lewd Impoſtor-? Might he not argue, that 
the wonderful Progreſs of the Goſpel was indeed 4 
powerful Evidence of its Divine A. thority 3 but 
withal it muſt be an equally powerful one for that of 
the Alcoran. For as the miraculous Vi:tories of 4 
fugitive people over the Canaanires, join'd with the 
Praphecies which foretold them, were a good Eui- 
dence of the Divine Authority of Moſes and his 
Laws; and the Viftories - Bn Goſpel over that 
Law, were an Evidence of the greater Authority of 
the Goſpel; ſo the ViFories of the Alcoran over that 
Goſpel, muſt be an Evidence, that as thz Religion of 
Moſes was better than that of the Canaanites, and 
the Religion of Chriſt better than that of Moſes; ſo 
muſt «an of Mahomer be better than that 
of Chriſt, 

4 Thus may a Mahametan either diſarm us of St. 
Auguſtin's Argument, or Retort it againſt us : For 
either it is of no force at all, or of ſo much more force 


for Mahomet, by how much more he hath prevailed 


over the Churches of Chriſt. 

AND that it 1s of ns force at all, ſome may in- 
fer from the contrary condutts of the Planters of 
thoſe Two Religions : For the Goſpel ſhed no Blood 
but of its own Profeſſors , kindled no Fires but thoſe 
that devoured its own Martyrs ; dethroned no Prince 
but the Prince +. Power of the Air, nor Him 
neither by any other Weapons but Preaching and Suf- 
fering : Whereas Mahomet and bis Followers propa- 
gated his Dofrines, together with their Domonions , 
by Fire and Sword : And ſince this latter way is 
na leſs contrary to the Nature of Got, than to the 
Precepts, as well as the way of Planting of the Goſ- 
pel; fince its Author was no other than a lewd 
brainſick Scoundrel, and bis Doftrines (as far as 
they are His) no better than extravagant Whimſes, 
or lewd Panders to Luft ; Such a Progreſs of Such 
a Religion, us fo far from an Argument of its Di- 
vine Authority, that it is far leſs impious to impute 
its Proſperity, either to meer Chance, or (as ſome 
Aſtrological Fancies do ) to the motion of the Hea- 
vens, ( carrying Religion and Learring from the Ea- 
ſtern ro the Weſtern Regions of the World, than 
to accuſe God's Providence of Injuftice to his Truth, 
and the Souls of the Inhabitants of fo great a part 
of Chriſtendom. 
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By ſuch Diſcourſes do ſome plead, not only againſt 
the Chriſtian, but All Religion : And thoſe who dare 
nt thus. Arraign or Reneg God's Providence, cannot 
avid admiring its Condu, as no leſs contrary to 
that loving hindneſs which the Goſpel proclatins, than 
to the means whereby it was firſt planted. 

BUT if on the other ſide the Modeyn Goſpel differ 
as much from the Primitive in its Doetrines, as it 
dith in its Succeſſes 3, If it be ſo changed, that were 
any Apoſtle to return int» the world, he would be ſo 
far from O wning, that he would not be able ta Un- 
derftand it ; the Change of God's Providence in ſuch 
a Change of the Goſpel, will be ſo far from Invalida- 
ting, that it will Danble the force of St. Auguſtin's 
Argument. 

For it proceeded not upon the ſingle Topich of Pro» 
Jperity, but upon the concourſe of an admmrable Event, 
with an admirable Prophecy, and its ſtrength is 
now doubled by the addition of another like concourſe 
af a contrary Event, with a contrary Predittion : So 
it is thus unhappily improved, The ſame Spirit of 
God which foretold, that the Goſpel ſhould be 

reached over the whole world, and performed 
it by the Miniſtry of a few Fiſhermen ; foretold 
alſo ro one of the firſt-born Churches, and there- 
by to all others, that if ſhe repenred nor, he 
would remove her Candleſtick our of its place ; 
and this was at that time no leſs unlikely, chan it 
had been thar ever it ſhould be placed there; yet 
this we ſce done, and that by a quite cenrrary 
Miniſtry : by the Sword of a baſe Slave and his few 


Followers, and by Doftrines as weak as that Sword 


when firſt unſheathed, and lewd as thoſe Rogues 
that managed it ; haw then can we doubt, but the One 
as well as the Other were ordered by the ſame Pro- 
widence which foretold them ? 

If we yet doubt, let us conſider particulars, Firſt, 
the Spirit did not threaten to Extinghiſh the Light, 
bat only ta remove the Candleſtick out of its 
place; and accordingly, the Light is not quite Ex- 
tinguifhed but only Removed ; the Goſpel hath not 
uf ground, bat Exchanged ; for America amply re- 
Paireth ths Loſſes ſuſtained in Europe, Aſia and 
Africk. 

Aziin, it is obſervable, that the Candleſtick was 
thus removed by the light of its own Candle; For 
whereas the Weſtern Churches were terribly over- 
run by a multitude of Heathen Nations, their Religt- 
on as certainly prevailed over the Minds of the Con- 
queyors, as the Invaders S'word did over thetr Coun- 
try; the Religion of Maliomert, on the contrary, ener 
hepr pace with his and his Followers Swords, and 
where it ſubdued the Country, was ſure to vanquiſh 
the Goſpel, If we examine the Reaſon of thi# Diffe- 
rence, we ſhall find, that the Idolarry of the Heathen 
could not withſtand the Pawer of the Goſpel, becauſe 
it had nothing of its Light ; 6111 Mahomer profeſſed 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and declared 
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himſelf not an Apoſtate, but Reformer ; pretending 
to purify it fiom the Corruptions whertwith it had 
been defiled, andf perfet it with Additionals, he 


framed ſuch a Jargon as appeared moſt ſerviceable 


to his Ends, and moſt ſuitable to his Luſts. 

So, from the proſperity of the Alcoran, we have 
an Argument for the Dinanity of the Goſpel, as invin- 
cible againſt all power but what was derivet” from 
it ſelf; and for the Juſtice of God's Providence, 
which 
Chriſt, ſufficient to provoke his Judgments; ſo did it 
truth enough in the Alcoran, to prefer That above all 
other Religions, tothe Honour of hits Sword, 

WHETHER Mahomert, or Chriſtian Doffors 
have more corrupted the Goſpel, is not ſo plain by the 
light of Scripture, as it 1s by that of Experience, 
that the Latter gave Occaſion, Encouragement, and 
Advantage to the Former. For when by nice and 
hot diſputes ( eſpecially concerning the Second and 
Third Perſons of the Trimty_) the minds o the whole 
people bad been long confounded, and by the then late 
Jtabliſhment of Image-worſhip, the ſcandal was en« 
creaſed; ſo that toVulgar Underſtandings the Do- 
rine of the Trinity appeared no leſs guilty of Poly- 
theiſm, than that of Image- m? did of Idolatry ; 
when by mutual uncharitableneſs either. party perſe- 
cuted the other, both with ſpiritual and temporal 
ar grad when thus all mens mind's were ptyplexed 
with doubts, and ſcared with threats, ſo that they 
new not What they were to Belirve 3 and thereby fo 

tverted from true Piety, that they cared not How 
they Lived ; Then was there a tempting opportunity 
offered to the Impoſtor, and he laid hold on it, to ſer 
up _— for a Reformer of ſuch Corruptions, as 
were both roo Groſs ts be juſtified, and too Viſible to 
be denied. 

This well conſidered, will admoniſh us to turn our 
complaints from God's Providence to thoſe ſecond cau« 
ſes; which as they provoked our Lord to divorce him- 

ſelf from his Churches, ſo did they Encourage and 
—_— the Falſe Prophet to ſeduce and ruine 
them. 

LET us therefore now proceed to compare the 
Primitive Goſpel with the Modern, not by Retail in 
Particular Doftrines , (which were a work too 
great for the Longeſt and Buſie$t Life, ) but by the 
Great, in General, whence the Particulars proceeds 
ed: For if it appear that our Lord's and his Apo- 
ſtles teaching, were both for Matter and Manner, 
apt to Prevail ; but what hath ſince been added, be 
apt only to perplex or wor ſe 3* then ought we to 1in- 
pute the decay of the Chriſtian Religion, not td a- 
ny defect of God's Providence, becauſe it doth not 
change the Nature of things, but to thoſe who have 
perverted the Goſpel. 

Let us then will conſider (what is moſt worthy 
our conſideration } that the Goſpel whic') our Lord 
and his Apoſtles preached, in the way wherein 

they 


as it found Corruptions in the Churches of 
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they preached it, was ſutable to the meaneſt 
Capacities, and agreeable to the Light of Na- 
ture; Eaſie tobe underſtood by the WealeSt, and 
worth) to be embraced by the Wieſt, It 

When the Baptiſt ſent two of his Diſciples ſay- 
ing, Arc thou he that ſhould come or do we look 
for another? Our. Lord gave nit bis anſwer by 
one word, Poſitive or Negative, but by ſeveral 
ſigns, whereby the Baptiſt might ſpelt aut his mind ; 
and among. them he pur in preaching of the Go- 
ſpel ro the Poor, equal to his greateſ# miracles , 
and we muſt have very odd conceits of his wiſdom, 
if he ſuted not his Teaching to the Capactttes of h1s 
hearers, that the one might be as plain as the 
other. As he choſe the Poor for his Diſciples, ſo 
did he afterward for his Apoſtles, and whereas, 
to prevent the ſcandal that might thence ariſe, 
he added to their Society a choten vellcl, no leſs 
eminent in L'arring, than They were in Simplictty ; 
This great man of Chriſt profeſſed it both his Duty 
and his Praftice, to imitate That man of God, 
that ſhrunk, his full grown limbs, to the little 
ones of the child, which he was to raiſe to life : 
That it was his Duty he declareth 1 Cor. 1. 19, 
Chriſt ſent me to preach the Goſpel, not with 
wiſdom of words : And that it was his Prattice 
Ch, 2+ 13+ Weſpeak not the words which mans 
wiſdom teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt 
reacheth mr uanty rruantvis ovy rower res, 
ſuiting ſpiritual words to ſpiritual. things, and 
both to ſpiritual. perſons. 

And upon this account he gloyieth, 2 Cor, 4. 4 
If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
loſt, in whom the God of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that belicye nor, leſt 
the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
who is the image of God ſhould ſhine into 
them. The light of the Goſpel 7s like that of the 
Sun, moſt Powerful, as moſt Beautiful, when 
moſt Naked; and he had not clouded it with any 
of his human learning, but preached it with ſuch 
plainneſs, that if it prevailed not, the fault muſt 
lye not in the Obſcurity of his Do#rines, but in 
the Cataraits which had not only dimm'd, but 
blinded the eyes of unbelievers. 

But this Plainnneſs which he Glovied in, ſome 
Others Deſpiſed;z they diſdained this Nakedneſs as 
Poverty, thts A they terided as Ignorance, 
The Gmiſtichs boaſted more Knowledg', and riva- 
led the Apoſtles under pretence of diſcovering 
greater Myſteries, ſo to draw diſciples from the 
plain preaching miniſters of a ſimple Goſpel. 

Of theſe Rivals did he no leſs complain, than 
of all other Perſecutors : and of the Corincliians 
ve was the more jealous, beca)e they were a people 
rich, idle, and learned : And thts he declareth 
2 Cor. 11. 3. Their City, was for is pleaſures 
and plenty, like Paradiſc : I's Inhabitants, for 


liguriſhneſs after bnowledg, libe Eve : the Gno- 
ſliks, in their inſinuations, like the Serpent : and 
he feared leſt the ſucceſs ſhould continue the pa- 
rallel; by corrupting their minds from the (1mplt- 
city which 1s in Chriſt : whether he meant Sims 
Plitity of Mind, requiſite to a Believer, or ſim- 
plicity of Dodrine to be believed; Either of theſe 
were a miſchief worthy to be feared : Simplicity of 
mind is it's beauty, as was Eve's Nabedneſs in hey 
Innocency : and Simplicity of Doftrine is the Glory 
of the Goſpel, as us the nakedneſs of the Sun tn 
it's brightneſs : He feared leſt they ſhould by the 
infinuations of the Gnoſtichs be aſhamed of the 
Former, and theveby the Later ſhould degenerate 
from a pleaſant fruitful Garden, to a Boſcage of 
Fruitleſs Entangling Doftrines. He goeth on, and 
declareth that the Gnoflich mode of dreſſing the Go- 
Jpel in new aottrines, did not Adorn but Diſguiſe 
it, ſo as to make it appear quite another thing : 
If he that cometh preach another Jeſus whom 
we have not preached, or ye receive another 
Spirit which ye have nor received, or another 
Goſpel which ye have not accepted, (what 
then?) you might well bear with Him, ſaith 
our Tranſlation, without any warrant from the Apo- 


es Words, and in plain defiance to his Deſign; 


or his diſcourſe plainly diſſwadeth them from it: 
and therefore whereas the Greek expreſſeth not 
the Perſon to be boyn with ; Reaſon requireth we 
ſhould underſtand it, not of the Seducers, but of 
Himſelf, who impleadeth them : And could we read! 
the words interrogatorily (could you well hear 
with him? ) this would render them, both more 
pungent, and more conſonant to what he writeth 
Gal. 1. 6, &c. I! is Another Goſpel, yet it is 
Not Another : Not another, becauſe the firſt 
truths arc reteined; yet it is Anither, becauſe per- 
verted by Innovations, If there be ſonething 
preached :xxp 9, Beſides or Beyond what him- 
ſelf had preached, the additionals make it Att- 
otner, 

And ſee to what Height he caryieth the $uppaſi- 
tion | and with what Heat he condemneth it {' 
If we, or an Angel from heayen preach any 
other goſpel than what you have received 
(what then ? let him be Rejetted, or Deſpiſed ? 
yea) lethim be Accurſed : Nor thus ſatisfied, he 
repeatetÞ it again + What I have ſaid, chat I ſay 
aguin, If gc, From this zeal of the Apoſtle thus 
Denouncing, yea thus Inculcating, ſo ſevere 4 cens- 
ſure, we are inured to obſerve, 

1, Ic 1s pIſſhble the Goſpel may be fo Diſpui- 
fed by innovations, that though ic ſtil! rerein 
it's genuine principles, yet jt may appear An- 
orher. 

2, It 1s poſſible ſuch innovations may be ſo 
obyious, that rhc Pcople may diſcover them. 


2. Thoſe 
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3. Thoſe who depart from ſuch innovators, 
ere not ſchiſmaricks, bur fairhful Believers. 

_ 4+ Be the Innovators never ſo high in Autho- 
rity, we muſt be ſo far fr ing chem [m- 
plicit Faith, thar we muſt nor pay them ordi- 
nary Charicy, bur hold them Accurſed 

And leſt 
them to ſuch ſtudies, be cautioneth both Timorhy 
" end Titus againſt them; as no leſs Fooliſh. than 
Miſchievons. $0 careful was this great Apoſtle 
to arm both Paſtnrs and People againſt the Gno- 
ſlicks inſinuations. But with what ſucceſs ? 

Toe Serpents woice prevaileth all Pre- 
cepts, the People run counter to yhe 
ings, and the Prieſts to his Example 
up co themſelves teachers, having itchy 
and Theſe heap up Doftrines to ſcratch th 
gently at firſt, Graitſying their Curioſity ; but af- 
rerward rudely Tormenting their Conſcience : 
Toe peoples hunger in time turned to a Surfeit, 
and the Prieſts ftill cram'd them with Do#rines 
which they could not ſwallow or digeſl ; fa Many in 
numbers that an ordinary memory cannot retein 
them; ſo Perplexed in matter, that the beſt un- 
derſtanding cannot comprehend them ; ſo Imperti- 
nent to any good purpoſe, that a good man need not 
regard them , and ſo Unmentioned in Scripture, 
that nne but the greateſt ſubtilty can therein diſ- 
cover the leaſt intimations of them. No ſentence, 
hardly any word in the New Teſtament eſcapeth the 
Rack, that they may be forced to confeſs what 
they never thought of : Toney are put to many Que- 
ftions, and every Queſtion is ftretched by many Ar- 
ticles, and every Article vex'd with many Objefi- 
ons, and all this in a New Rude Language un- 
known to any civil nation. 

And to what purpoſe all this? Toat by the Dif- 
ficulties and Dryneſs of ſuch a fludy, free and ge- 
nerous minds may quit it, Monks engroſs it, and 
an Infallible Chair be eftabliſhed, to determin 
doubts, of no other uſe but to mabe work for the 
Oracle 

THAT we may therefore be juft to our Lord's 
Providence and Goſpel, we muſt take to our ſelves 
bath the Warning, which we have dra the 4- 
poſtle gave to the Corinthians; and the Encou- 
ragement which he gave 0 the Galatians : The 
. Former will admoniſh «s to Retrieve the Simpli- 
city, from which mens minds have been ſo Much 
and ſo Long cor! upted : The Later will embolden 
xs 70 Cenſure thoſe (whoever they be) that have 
been the Seducers ; and that we may not be daxeled 
by any reverence toward their Charafters, we muft 
remember that he mounteth them above any ſuppoſt- 
tion that can reach our caſe. 

Had he only ſaid in General (however Compre- 
enſruve_) words, that we "muſt not be awed by 
the Greateſt human authority 3 this (however 


ſhops might think their office called 


ACE. 


Ample and Abſolute _) would have ared a 


| Cold encouragement, in compariſon of ſuch an ex- 


preſs naming, not only of the greateſt that can be 
Suppoſed, but greater than can be Imagined. 

No King is mare independent in his own Domint- 
ons from any forrein- juriſdition in matters C1- 
vil, than every Chriſtian is within his own Mind in 


matters of Faith : and none can be ſo ſecure of + 


any other*s Faithfulneſs to his Soul, as every man 
may be of his own : the advice therefore which the 
beſt of Kings gave to the Heir of his Crowns, doth 
no leſs concern every one that hath a Soul to ſave. 
Above all (ſaid the incomparable King Charles 
I. in his Paper to the Prince_) T would have you, 
as I hope you are already, well grounded and 
ſertled in your Religion, the beſt profeſſion 
whereof I have ever eſteemed that of the 
Church of England, in which you have been 
educated: yet I would have your own Judg- 
ment and Reaſon now ſeal to that ſacred bond 
which education hath written, that it may be 
judicioufly your own Religion, and not other 
mens Cuſtoms or Tradition which you profeſs. 
To ſeal to any bond which education may have 
written, were to profeſs other mens Tradition, 
which in the Blefſed Kings judgment is an unwor- 
thy baſeneſs : that the Prince might in this Parti- 


cular worthily do it, was by conſequence on the ex- 


cellency of the Church wherein he had been educa- 


ted; whichthough Happy for Him, 1s Accidental as 


to 'the Generality of mankind. This very advice 
therefore requirerh another ftep, to examin That 
very Church wherein we have been educated, that 
we may not put our Souls into a Lottery, wherein 
are many Bad draughts for one Good : for ſo we can- 
nor poſſibly be Judicious in a right choice ; and it 
is great odds, but we ſhall be Unhappy in an evil 
Lit. 

The Church of England as it Needs not, ſo it 
Does mot, forbid any of it's ſons the uſe of their 
own eyes 2 if it did, This alone would be ſufficient 
reaſon, not only to Difiruft, but Condemmn it. 

Oar great care muſt be, that we a#F no leſs Sin- 
cerely than Couragiouſly in this great affair, which 
we cannot better manage than by theſe neceſſary en- 
quiries. 

1. What was That Goſpel, which our Lord 
and his Apoſtles preached as neceflary to be 
believed ? | | 

2. What Alterations or Additions have af- 
ter-ages made init? 

3. What Adyantage or Damage hath there- 
upon enſued ? 
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CHAP. I. 

Qu. I. What was that Goſpel which our Lord 
and bis Apoftles preached as neceſſary for 
Salvation. 

I & n mud de; warvuvey mis quonngs 
Bene epapuoler F 6m wipes £01945 xo,” 

TaNAes Th guy. What is Learning or In- 

ftruftion, but application of Generals to Parti- 

culars in a natural way ? (aith Arrian upon 

Epiftetns 5 laying it as a Fundamental rule 

whereon we muſt build, and whereby we 

muſt regulate all our opinions in point of 

Manners. And it will as well hold in all 

Other Arts and Sciences : Exclid buildeth 

all his Geometry upon ſuch- principles as he 

calleth 5-x4iz, becauſe by that: A. B. C. he 
ſpellech out all his demonſirations of Pro- 
ions and Solutions of Problems. And 

y the ſame rule muſt we proceed in the 
judgment we are to make of the Religion 

we profeſs: for thus only ſhall we gain a 

Teſt whereby we may underſtand what is 

true Coſpel. 

That we may be ſecure in our ſearch for 
ſuch a Teſt, we muſt conſult no other but 


' the ſacred Oracles, which give us-both Cha- 


racer and Account of the Goſpel : by the 
former we underſtand the - Nature 3 by 
the latter, the number of its Doctrines. 
The CharaGer whereby we are to judge 
of the Nature of the Goſpel, is ſometime 
that of a Covenant 3 oftner that of a Meſſage. 
1, Sometimes ie is ſet forth as a CO- 
VENANT, either to ſecure us of the 
Performance on God*s part 3 becauſe if he 
ſhould violate it, he muſt break not only a 
Promiſe given, but a Covenant fiablithed; 
or Elſe in oppoſition to a Former Covenant, 
which it is to ſucceed 3 and under this Cha- 
raQer we find it prophecied of Fer. 31. 33. 
which Prophecy is applied, Heb. 8. 8. Be-. 


CI YI 
them nat, ſaith the Lord. For this is the Co- 


venant, &c. and more ſuccinctly, ch. 10. 
v.17. This us the Covenant that I will make 
with them, after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I 
will put my Laws into their hearts, andin the.r- 
minds will I write them, and their fins and ini- 
quities will I remember no more. 

So the New Covenant is oppoſed to the 
Old. 1. Negatively, not like the former, 
which was no leſs difficult to be under- 
ſtood, than co be performed 3 and 2. Po- 
litively, the (ame which their own Hearts 
craved, and which were ſo legibly imprint- 
ed in the moſt ignorant mind, that every 
one without any infiructer might read and: 
underſtand. 

It perfeGed the Old, as in a good Pidrre, 
the Laſt lively colours do the Firft dead: 
ones 3 which they fo deface, as to juſtifre : 
But the Law of Nature it perfeAeth, as a 
Building doth its Foundation, which it ſo 
leaneth on, as to keep it frm in its place. 
For whatever natural Religion could ſpeak 
in bchalt of Vertue, the Goſpel ſo con- 
firmeth, as to build it higher, with nobles 
Precepts and richer Promiſes ; As there- 
fore as it is a New Covenant, it is alſo a bet- 
ter one, and deſerveth the other and better 
Character. For © 

2, More frequently *tis ſet forth as: a 
MESSAGE. This the word literal- 
ly importeth and under this Title we find 
it moſt pompouſly proclaimed by S. Fobn,in 
his entry on his firſt Epiſtles wherein having 
ſtudiouſly recommended it to our confidence 
by its certainty, and to our appetites by its. 
happineſs, he proceedeth to publiſh its de- 
ſign to be no other than the advancement 
of Primitive, Natural Religion, to a high- 
er perfetion : Theſe things we writeto you. 
tbat you may have fellowſhip, &c. The Pa- 


bold, the days come (ſaith the Lord) when T triarchs knew only the Father, but owy fel- 


will make a New Covenant with the bouſe of 
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lowſhip is with the Father and with bis Son. 
As therefore in the face of Jeſus Chriſt we 
fee more of the Father's goodneſs, ſo are 


The ſame in a gayer dreſs we have in the 
next verlc , Theſe things we write unto yoit 
that your joy may be full, Natural Religion 
r2upht micn to worſhip God with Fealis : 
ard by this Argument principally doth 
Plztarch prove the Joys cf the Religious to 
be greater than thoſe Ct the Epicurean 
becauſe the cone talteth nothing but the 
Wine and Viands, but the other rejoiceth in 
God, then and there c{pccially preſent and 
propitious. 
the Foy of a Chriſtian be greatcr than that 
of a Philoſopher 3 becauſe the one can have 
no other aſſurance of God's propitioulnels, 
but what he can borrow from his Reaſon 3 
whereas the other hath it by Revelation: 
For in the new Covenant above-rccited, is a 
- promiſe of mercy in forgiveneſs of fins; and 
in the Coſfpcl this is more plainly expreſlcd, 
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And by this Argument muſt” 


And if this be the Defign, this the Matter 
of the Gofpe}, then have we an Authentick 
Gcneral Tet, whereby every Dcarine muſt 
be cricd, that claimeth our entertainment as 
a Goſpel Truth. For every wiſe Agent va- 
lueth the Mcans by their ſerviceableneſs to 
the end, and Particulars by their ſ{uitable- 
neſs to the Generals : It to theſe we find a- 
ny Dodctrines ferviceable, we muli embrace 
them zif impertinent, we muſi ſlight them 3 
it pernicious we muſt condemn them. 

With this Teſt then in our hands, as we 
ſafely may, ſo we boldly ſhall purſue our 
Enquiries, : 

The Firſt is, What was the Goſpel whith 
our Saviour aud bis Apoltles preached ? 

This Enquiry plainly concerneth matter 
of Fact, and therefore cannot employ any 
Logick, Metaphyficks, or any other Scho- 


fo that our St. Fobu maketh it a point of laftick Arts, cannot need ſubtilty of judg- 


faithfulneſs in God to perform it : And 
whereas dcath is the wages oi fin, eter- 
nal life mult be the conſcquence of its par- 
don, which alfo in the Goſpel is expreſly 
promiſed z fo what the Philoſophers 
{trongly wiſhed and faintly hoped, the Chri- 
ſilan is ſecure of, and thereby his joy 7s full 
in that part where theirs was thirty. 
Having thus endearcd and publiſhed the 
gracious Deſign of his meſſage, he proceed- 
Eth to deliver its joyful Matter : This is the 
meſſage which we have heard of him, and de- 
clare unto yort, that God is light, and in him is 
910 Jariouſs at all, A glorious, but a daz- 
ling Word! whereby yet we underſiand this 


ment, or cunning in diſpute, or any'other 
qualificationof mind, but care and honefly ; 
nor again dothit put us to tumble great or 
many Books, yea or ſo much as one Syſtem, 
ſaith no more than our Lord did to him that 
enquired, what be ſhould do to he ſaved ? Our 
Lord ſent him to his Bible, what is written 
in the Law' ? how readeſt thonw, We have a 
faithful record of whatever can pretend to 
be Goſpel, and ſufficient to anſwer the like 
queſtion what ſhall T believe to be ſaved ? 


In its largeſt Edition the Golpel, truly 


ſo called, exceedeth not Two DoEtrines : 
St. Mark ſaith, Our Saviour came intoGalilee, 


preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, 


plain truth, that God is moſt perfc&, and ſaying, the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 


it is the dcfign of the Goſpel to invite us to 
be ſuch as he is3 which alſo St. Peter veri- 
fycth, ſaying, For this purpoſe are given us ma: 
ny rich and precious Promiſes, that by them we 
ſmould be partakers of the divine nature ; than 
which words none can more clearly declare 
that the deſign of the Goſpel, is fo to deliver 
us from the diſcipline of the Ceremonial 
Law, as tocxalt us to the higheſt Pertection 
in the Natural, by making, us Perfe@ as our 
Father which is in Heaven is perfe@, 


of God is at hand, REPENT and BE- 
LIEVE the Goſpel : By which if it be 
not ſufficiently. plain, that the Goſpel is 
compriſed in Repentanee and Faith, Saint 
Paul putteth it beyond diſpute: For in 
his farewel diſcourſe with the Elders of 
the Church of Epheſus he thus juftifi- 
cth himſelf, TI have not kept back any 
thing from you that was profitable for you, 
but preached unto youu REPENTANCE t0- 


ward God, and F ATT H toward our Lord 
Teſns 


oy es DO WE RIO NR SAW ICY 
RPO or ors en mo 2 


(9). 


 Feſus Chriſt. No words can more expreſlly 
© declare that in theſe two are contained, not 
” only all things Neceſſary, but all things Pro- 
Z £#table : And thoſe who ſo importunately call 
” foranother catalogue of fundamentals, mutt 
impeach the Apoſtle either of groſs Igno- 
” rance or a groſſer Lye. RE: 
| Yea, the Holy Ghoft ſeemmeth ſo to ſhun 
multiplication of neceſlaries, that in other 
places it thinketh Two too many, and 
therefore reduceth them to One; and to 
either of the Two. For in our Lord*s firſt 
Sermon, as recited by St. Matthew, we find 
no mentionef Repentance, but only of Faith: 
And ſo his laſt Sermon agreeth with his 
firſt, for therein he profeſſ:th this to be 
the deſign of his death and reſurrection, 
that repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be 
reached in his nam? among all nations, 

Yet is Faith alſo in its turn honoured 
with the ſame dignity, as the ſole and ade- 
quate ſubſtance of the Goſpel: Our Lord 

himſelf told Nrcodemus, that God ſent bim 
' into the werld, that whatſoever believeth m 
+ him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 
And Sr. Fohn cloſeth his Goſpel with this 
ſaying, Theſe things are written that you 
may believe that Feſus is the Son of God, 
and that believing ye may have life in his 
Hamme,. " 

So far is our Lord from thinking his 
Goſpel honoured by multiplication of Arti- 
cles, that rather than keep up that leaſt of 
numbers, he is content to diſmiſs either 
of the two. 

That in this he may not appear to con- 
tradict himſelf, we muſt conſider, that 
they are both the ſame under different 
aſpects, and in their comprehenſive latitude 
either containeth the other : For to Believe 
includeth Repentance, as a condition of 


obtaining that Remiſſion, which without 
Faith it could not pretend to, nor labour 
for : And Repentance includeth Faith, be- 
cauſe it is performed in confidence of the 
promiſe, that God for Chriſt's ſake will 
pardon the penitent, 

Becauſe therefore they have their ſeveral 
aſpects and definitions, vpn the diſtin&t 
views whereof, th:y may be both of them 
more clearly apprehended, therefore will 
we handle them as the two Tables of the 
new Covenant, ſo joined as to be ſeveral. 
When diſplay*d they appear Two, Faith, 
and Repentance ; when cloſed, they ap- 
par but One; and That fide which is next 
the eye denominateth the whole, ſometime 
Faith, ſometime Repentance. Yes! the 
whole new Covenant is written by our 
Lord's own finger in theſe two Tables; and 
the poſitive Rites which he appointed, 
thereby to engage us to profeſs our ſelves 
his Diſciples,are not Parts of his Covenant, 
but Badges of his Followers, and Acknow- 
ledgments -of their homage to his Perſon. 
Thoſe Rituals we ſhall not neglect, but firſt 
muſt do juſtice to the Covenant in its Sub- 
ſtance; and we ſhall endeavour to do it 
with all poſſible ſimplicity, wich ſuch plain- 
neſs as may Inſtrutt every Honeſt Reader, 
and Convince every Obſtinate: Provided 
they have not ſo utterly abandoned all their 
faculties, as to become contradiQions to 
themſelves, which they muſt be, if they 
want both Courage and Fear z Courage to 
denounce the Anathema which the Apoſtle 
hath commiſſionated them to caſt againſt 
the greateſt human authority, if it brir 
another Goſpel ; and Fear to offend again 
our Lord's command, not to call any one 
Maſter. upon earth. | 
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Of FAIT H, 1n what ſence it juſtifieth ? 


E begin with Faith upon two contra- 

ry accounts : 1. Becauſe It is fo 
unhappy, as to be the occaſion of the 
Gnoſticiſm which ſo much troubled S. 
Paul, by corrupting diſciples minds from the 
ſimplicityi which is in Chriſt ; and 2. Becaule 
it is ſo happy, as to be honoured by 
our Lord and his Apoſtles, as the ſole 
condition for our Salvation. For as 
St. Pal declareth, that we are juſtified 
by Faith without works , ſo our Lord (who 
doubtleſs knew his own errand ) telleth 
Nicodemus, God ſo loved the world that be 
ſent his only begotten Son into it, that who- 
ſoever believeth in him," ſhould not periſh but 
have everlaſting life. 

What can be fuller or clearer ? The Be- 
nefit is proclaimed under a double character, 
to double its certainty, Negative, ſhall 
not periſhs, and Poſitive, ſhall have everlaſting 
life : The Promiſe is Univerſal, to whoſo- 
ever believeth, and Free from all other con- 
dition but believing. If this ſeem incre- 
dible, the wonder is cured by another no 
lefs incredible, God ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world on purpoſe; yet both the 
one and the other are made credible by the 
wonderful reaſon. aſſigned, God ſo loved 
the world, And now, what need of the 
impertinent trouble of Repentance ! Why 
ſhovld we run the ſmarting gandelope of 
Mortification, croſſing our Appctites, and 
afliting our Souls ? 

Thus doſome daſh the two Tables of the 
rew Covenant againſt each other, and 
make the Goſpel an enemy to its own great 
deſign, which we have found to be the ad- 
vancement of Natural Religion. 

Fhe firſt ſervice therefore that we can 
reaſonably do to Faith, muſt be to reſcue 
it from ſo great a miſchief, by reconcil- 


ſhall all periſh, 


ing our Lord's abſolute Promiſe of eternal | 
life to whoſoever believeth, with his no leſs ab- 
jolute Threat, that except we repent we 
And this will eaſily be done 
by theſe two Propoſitions, 

I. All Promiſes, however abſolute in words, 
muſt be underſtcod with implication of all things 
neceſſary to be ſuppoſed. 

* 2. In our Lord's abſolute Promiſe of eter- 
nal life to all Believers, repentance is neceſſary 
te be ſuppoſed. 

1. All Promiſes include a tacit ſuppoſal of 
all things neceſſary to be ſuppoſed, It is im- 
poſlible, at leaſt very Troubleſome, and 
equally Needleſs, that whoever maketh a. 
promiſe ſhould explicitly reckon up all ſuch 


conditions, as by their own light are viſi- 


ble, and therefore Need not ; and by their 
Multitude Innumerable, and therefore can- 
not be particularly expreſſed : Reaſon there- 
fore, and Neceſlity,. and the joynt Practice 
of all mankind, have concurred in the rule, 
that whatever 1s neceſſary in its own nature 
to be Suppoſed, is to be taken as neceſſarily 
Implied ; and accordingly in every Promiſe 
are tacitly implied ſuch Plain, though un- 
:ntioned Reſervations. 

2. Repentance and Holineſs of life are neceſſas 
ry to be ſuppoſed. This appeareth both from 
the nature of the thing, and the expreſs ce- 
clarations of the Author of the Pron iſe, 

From the Nature of the thing, The Law 
of Nature is written in the heart by the 
hand of God, as a tranſcript of his own 
nature, and mult be, like 'its Original, 
Immortal: The Goſpel came not to &e- 
face it, but to make it more legible ; 
to new write it upon our Underſtandings, 
with clearer gloſſes ; upon our Reaſon, 


with brighter arguments; upon our Af- 


fections, with nobler motives; upon our © 
Hopes, 3 


Hopes wich bigher encouragements; and . 


ypon our 'Beliets,-: with plainer Promiſes, 
And ſhould our Lord, upon any account 
whatſoever, promiſe impunity to fin ; 
this would turn him from a Saviour to 
a Tempter : Yow ſhall. not aje, was the 
voice of the 'Serpent and while the 
Sans of Eve have the ſame licoriſhneſs 
after forbidden pleaſures, the ſame pro- 
miſe .( if believed ) muſt have the 
ſame ſucceſs. To promiſe impunity in 
a pleaſant evil, is to invite to its en- 
 joyment. Far be this: from our Lord, 
who was ſo careful to: preſerve us from ſo 
great a danger, that he did not leave us to 
the general nature of all Promiſes,but clearly 
and frequently warned us againſt ſuch a mi- 
ſtake. He openly declared, that ſome would 
not only plead their Faith, but its Fruits ; 
Preaching in his name, Caſting out De- 
vils, and doing many wonderful works, are 
plain evidences of true faith; yeteven to 
ſuch, he will ſay, depart from me, I know 
you not, when he knows them too well , 
to own them, becauſe workers -of iniquity, 
And that Repentance may not - com- 
plain as leſs honoured, he preferreth it 
to the ſame dignity - for 1n his laſt Ser- 
mon to his Apoſtles, he faith no leſs for 
it than he had done for Faith, Z7hus zt is 
written, and thus it behoveth Chriſt to ſuffer 
and to riſe again, and that Repentance and 
remiſſton of ſins ſhould be preached in his 
2ame ;, but to what purpoſe ſhould re- 
pentance be preached in his name, who 
had promiicd everlaſting life without it ? 

That we may be the more ſecure of a 
rule fo important, let us ſee how It's con- 
irmed by an example ſo oppoſite, that it 
loaketh more like an ifuſtration framed on 
purpoſe, than a true hiſtory, AF, 27. 18. 
We were in the ſame danger of Eternal 
dearh, 4s St. Paul and his company were of 
Temporal, and our deliverance is no lefs 
like, than was the. danger : Paul promi- 
ſeth, there ſhall not be loſs of any maw's life ; 
yet when the Mariners wovld have ſtolen 


-aWay» he ſaid to the Centurion, except theſe 
abide in the Ship we cannot be ſaved. 

What now can the Antizomian plead, 
which this example doth not anſwer ? What 
difficulty is there in the doftrine of Julti- 
fication by Faith, which it doth not clear ? 
Did Chrilt abſolutely and univerſally pro- 
miſe, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall 
n0t periſh? So did his Apoltle abſoluge- 
ly and univerſally promiſe, that zo mas?s 
life (hould be loſt : Is Juſtification freely 
promiſed for Chriſt®s ſake ? ſo was delive- 
rance freely promiſed for Pans ſake. Did 
God ſend his Soz to publiſh this promiſe ? 


ſo did he ſend his Angel to St. Parl : Are 


our beſt works iuſufficient to juſtify us * ſo 
was the beſt skill of the Mariners to deliver 
the Voyagers. Yet unleſs the Mariners a- 
bide in the Ship, none of the Company 
can eſcape; and ugleſs Holineſs abide in 
our lives, we muſt periſh. If therefore any 
under  pretence of caſting anchor upon 
ChriſPs promiſe, ſteal away from repen- 
tance, we muſt have recourſe to our rule, 
as St. Paul had to the Centurion; and the ne- 


- ceſlity of Holineſs will perform the ſame 


office as the Souldiers did, cut aſunder 
_ pretences, and let their hopes fall 
off. 

In this rule there is nothing doubtful 
but this, whether it be more Qbylous, or 
Neglected, or Important ? 

So Important, that It willclear all the dif- 
ficulties which ſwell ſo many Volumes with 
queſtions concerning F«ſ#:fication, and the 
Covenant of Grace, Papiſts will not be able 
roquarrel with us,when we ſay with St. Paul, 
By Faith we are juſtified ; nor wilt the Anti- 
r0mians be able to accule us as enemies of 
free Grace, when we ſay with St.,Fames, we 
are juſtified by works. 

It is fo Ovvious and fimple, that it will 
eaſily avoid the impertinent niceties of Dif- 
puters, whether it be an Aſſent, or Relt- 
ance, or Recumbency ? whether it juſtzfie 
as an Inſtrument, or a Condition ? by the 
Act, or the _— Before Sanctilication, 

2 or 


or after it? &c. We no ſooner reconcile 
St. Paul with himſelf, his Abſolute Promiſe 
of deliverance with his Proteſtation, that 
without the Mariners ſtay they muſt periſh; 
but we thence learn how to reconcile him 
with St. James; free Grace, with Cordi- 
tions required ; the Inſufficiency of good 
Works, with their Neceſlity ; Juſtifica- 
tion by Works, upon account of Natural 
Religion ; with Jultification by Faith, upon 
account of the Goſpel. 

Yet it is ſo Negle#ed, that among thoſe 
many Treatiſes that have been publiſhed, 
concerning the New Covenant and Fuſtificati- 
o#, I know not of one that hath honoured it 
with ſo much as a mention. 

Yea, it is worthy our conſideration vp- 
on another account; it may fil:nce, not 
only the Antinomian, in his oppoſition to 
00d Works, but the Groffick too, in his 
humour of diſputing. For pray conſider ; 
would it not have been wonderous wiſely 
done, ifin time of ſuch danger, and upon 
fach warning, the Souldiers, inſtead of 
haſting to ſecure the Mariners, and their 
own lives, ſhould have trifled away their 
precious time in diſputing to which of the 
two they muſt owe their lives? to the 
Apoſtle, becauſe God had given them to 
hims or to the Mariners, becauſe he had 
declared they could not eſcape without 
them ? For God's ſake, let us haſten to put 
our Souls out of danger, when that is 
done, and we are ſafe :t land, if we can 
there find no better employment, nor great- 
er pleaſure, than to play at croſs purpoſes, 
we may think how to oppoſe, and then to 
reconcile St. Paul and St. James, 

The caſe (you may ſay) is very unlike : 
St. Paul was a choſen vellc], and a ſtour 
Champion for the Goſpel; He was rot be- 
bind the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, but la- 
bored and ſuffered more than they all; This 


very voyaze was but part of a danger, which 
carried him to a greater for the Goſpel's 
fake : And it was but juſt that his Lord, for 
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whoſe ſake he was engaged in the ſtorm 
ſhould deliver him from.it ; and the extent 


of the favour to all his companions, though 
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io Juſtice it were not due, might very congry- - 
ovſly be granted in Kindneſs to fo great a 


Saint, and under ſuch circumlitances, 


But 4 | 


what are the great merits of faith which may 
any way entitle it to ſo great a reward as e-\ 
verlaſting life ? Whatever can pretend tn. 
worth, muſt make its claim good, by ſhewing © 
how it partakgth the nature of God, who is the 


firſt good - but to be Ctedulous, 7s ſo far from - 


che power of Divine life, that it 1s a plain con- 


feſſion of Weakneſs 53 it is nothing elſe but 


Leaning upon another, for want of knowledge of - 


:ts own; The ſimple believeth every word, 


but a wiſe man looketh well to his going, _ 


. ſaid the wiſeſt of all mere men, Andexperience 


telleth us, that Children and Dotards, Wo- 
men and Fools, the Sick and the Ipnorant, ave 
oſt eaſie and by how much any man is wiſer, 
by ſo much he is warier, that he be not impoſed 
upon. Had it any worth, we ſhould have heard of 
it in Moſes or the Prophets, and the Philoſophers 
would have allowed it a place among the Vir. 
exes : Whereas on the contrary, Philoſophers 


reckon Credulity among the Vices, and the Old © 
Teſtament mentioneth it but once or twice, and © 


that not by way of Precept , but occaſionly, And 


what reward can it poſſibly deſerve? If I be. 


lieve, either ] do it upon good reaſen, or not , 


If T fee good reaſon for my belief, I cannot de. © 


ſerve Reward, becauſe no man can chuſe, | 


but muſt 


ſon requires: If 1 believe without reaſon, © 


then 1 am a Fool, and ſo far from deſern- 
ing a Reward, that I deſerve Blame. And 
if it ſeem hard to juſtisfie our Lords Wiſ- 


dom, in promiſing ſo great a Reward to 4 


performance that deſerveth none at all; it + 


will appear no leſs ſo, to juſtifie his Goodneſs, 
in impoſing ſuch a task, no leſs Difficult than © 
Worthleſs : For whereas no ſmall part of the © 
good tidings of the Goſpel, is our manumiſſi- | 
on from the bondage of Moſes's Law ; the ® 
yoke of Chriſt will. ſeem the barder of the © 
zwo, © 
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my amo It 5s eaſier for 4 rich man to facri- 


fice whole Hecatombs, when he hath wealth 


enough to purchaſe them, than to pull out hzs 
eyes, yet can any man eaſier pull out the eye 
of his Body than his Reaſon, which is not 
only the eye, but the heart ;, for it us his 
very Definition, without which he eannot 
be 'a Man: It is God's Image, and the 
Apoſtle exhorteth us to put on the new Man, 
which is renewed in knowledge after the 
image of him that created him, Mow that 
God ſhould Print his image in our hearts, re- 
quire us to Renew it ;, yet promiſe eternal life 
for reward if we Deface it , is a ſaying harder 
robe Believed, than all t he Ceremonies of Mo- 
ſes?s Law were to be Praitiſcd. 

This and more is objeed againſt Faith 
in general; and ſtill the more we deſcend 
to particulars, whether in the Do- 
drines, that are impoſed as Articles of 
Faith; or in the diſpute between That and 


Good works; the more will the Objections 


riſe in force and number. For every one 
employeth his care againſt the Adverſary 
of his opinion, with neglect of the firſt 
principles of the Goſpel ; and thoſe who 
plead for juſtification by Faith, have not 
the gratitude to juſtifie Faith it ſelf or its 
great Author ; but leave him as an Arbi- 
trary, Unreaſonable Lawgiver, Impoſe- 
ing Uſelef, Worthleſs commands, with 
the weightieſt obligations. 
We ſhall therefore endeavour by his 
grace to perform ſo Neceſſary and Ne- 
gleted a work; and by the Plaineſt, S'm- 
pleſt, General principles of Religion and 


Reaſon, ſo to aſſert the honour of our 
Lord and his Goſpel, as to give a fair ac- 
count both of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs g 
proving his Goſpel to be no leſs Grateful 
to our Reaſon, than gracious to our Salva- 
tion; which alſo will be a good healer of 
our breaches that are made inour minds by 
Doubts, or in the Church of Chriſt by Diſ- 
ſputes, concerning. controverted Doctrines. 

For whereas it is acknowledged as a foun- 
dation in all Sciences, that we muſt ſeek 
truth by application of Generals to Par- 
ticulars; and it is the General ſcope of the 
Goſpel to advance Natural Religion ; this 
is the ſting of the Odjeftion, That Faith 
hath no place among Virtues, but Credu- 
lity hath one among Vices : That our de- 
fence therefore may both: obviate the obje- 
ction, and build upon a good foundation, 
it ſhall ſtand upon theſe two pillars. 

I. Faith is a duty in Natural Religion, as © 
a cardinal virtue. 

2. Credulity is not Faith; but as oppoſite 
t0 it, as vice 1s to Virtue. 

Both theſe Propoſitions are of Divine 
Authority, recommended by the Apoſtle, -. 
Kom., 3.4. in theſe words, Ler God a, true, .. 
but every man a lyar ;, ſothat we can ſay no- 
thing but by way of explication, diſplay- © 
ing what is wrapt up in thoſe few divine + 
ſyllables: And when we have thence dif- 
covered what figure Faith made in Natu- 
ral.-Religion, we ſhall have gone at leaſt -- 
half way in diſcovering .what power is gi- - 
ven It. in the Goſpel. | 
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What figure F AIT H made in Natural Religion, 


TAIT H 1s a duty in Natural Religion, 
a Cardinal virtue, Juſtice toward God, 
to whom It payeth what is due: . To his 
Veracity, let God be true 5 to his Faith- 
fulneſs, let God be juſt 3 to his Power, let 
God be able to perform his Promiſes, & 6. 


That this was tanght by . Natural Religion 
before Moſes brought the Poſitive into the 
World, and that the Goſpel buildeth upon 
That foundation 3 if any one doubr, let him 
but read the 4th chapter of S. PauPs E- 


piſtle to. the. Romans, he will there find 
; 2 Abraham's 


Abrabar?s Faith recommended to us for a 
Pattern, with an Explanation of the bleſ- 
ſing he obtained by it, and who are to be 
| heirs to it : Not the Children of his /orns, 


but 'of his fazth, muſt be heirs; thoſe who ' 
walk in his ſteps, ſhall reſt in his Boſom ; 


and afcer a deſcription of his heroical faith, 


the Panegyrick is cloſed with a declara- 


tion, Theſe things are written, not for Abra- 
bams ſake alone, but for ours alſo. 

That we may walk in his ſteps, it will 
be requiſite we trace them z which if we 
do, we ſhall find large ſteps on either ſide ; 
Great Confidence in God's Faithfulneſs on 
one fide, and great Obedience to his Com- 
mands on the other ; by the one he ſacri- 

ficed his Reaſon, by the other his //aac. 


1. His Confidence in God's faithfulneſs 


was ſo firm, that he ſtaggered nor, but ſtood 
frong in his Belief, and proceeded in his 
Obedience, notwithſtanding all oppoſite 
diſcouragements from the laws of Nature, 
or diftates of Reaſon. It was againſt the 
courſe of Nature, that he ſhould have a 
child, when both his own and his Sara's 
bodies were no better than dead, as to 
power of generation ; and more againſt the 
dictates of Reaſon, that 7/aac ſhould be a 
father after he were ſacrificed: yet did 
not either the One or the Other ſeem fo 
impoſlible, as that God ſhould lye. 

He knew him infinite in Wiſdom, Pow- 
er, and Truth; that he could ſome way 
or other, undiſcovered to human eyes, per- 
form his-promiſes ; and ſince no other ap- 
preared, the anchor of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews ſuppoſeth he believed, that God was 
able to raiſe him from the dead, And in theſe 
ſteps of our father Abraham, the Apoſtle 
exhorteth us to walk after him; but we 
muſt do it— 707 paſſibas £quis. For raiſing of 
the dead was a thing unheard of to A- 
braham:;, whereas the ſame Son of God, 
in whom we are to belicye, gave us an ex- 
periment of it in his own reſurrection 
ſo that to Avrahban?s faith and ours may be 
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applied our Lord's words ito Thomas, wetell 
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lieve after we had ſeen; but bleſſed 4. I 


It 
fl 


lieved. Yet if we have the faith | but «f- 
Thomas, it ſhall be imputed to us for righ- 
teouſieſs'; and the Apoſtle ſo ſpeaketh, a; | 
if our Lord ſhewed us his ReſurreCtion up. 
on That very account : for he ſaith, Chrif- 


was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again 


for our juſtification; in which words though 


the ſame particle N«' be alike uſcd in both, © 


yer muſt it be as lictle the Apoſtles Mean-_ 


ing as our Intereſt, that it ſhould import 
the ſame in both; for he ſo dyed for our 


offences, as to dye in our ſtead ; but - we 
cannot deſire, nor could the Apoſtle mean, 


that he roſe in our ſtead : We rejoice that 
our offences are taken away by his Death, 
but ſhould be ſorry to have our Juſtification 


taken away- by his Reſurrection : It is 
therefore plain that the Particle [For] ig 


ſo far from the ſame ſignification in both, | 


that the former 1s contrary to the 1a- 


ter : Weare juſtifyed by his Blood, becauſe | 


thereby our ſins are blotted out ; but 


x WR: 4 a 
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we are juſtifyed by his Reſurre&@ion, be- © 


cauſe thereon our Faith is built : for there- 
by we are convinced of the truth which we 
are to believe, and by that belief to be juſti- 
fyed, as was Abraham. So plain it is that the 
Faith which the Goſpel requireth had its 
foundation in natvral Religion ; and while 
Avraham is propoſed as the father of the 
Faithful, Natural Faith is alſo propoſed as 
the mother of the Evangelical. That in 
the Law it ſhould never be Commanded, nor 
ſo much as recommended more than once, 
and that with no higher Eulogy ttan this, 
Abraham believed God, and it was acconnted to 
him for righteouſneſs; nor by ary of the 
Prophets, but once, and that with this ſhort 


come-off, "the juſt ſhall Ive by his Faith; 2 


this 1s no wender at all; For -whoeyer 
hath ſo much Religion as to believe there 
is a God, muſt bcheve him to be Abſcs- 
lutely perfect; which he could not be, 
it he want either Veracity or Power ; and 

if 


4 wrt ©"x 9 Bp 
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if he be infinite in Both, it 
*.- impoſſible for him to 1ye, or fail of per- 


' forming his. Promiſes. 


it muſt be 


This therefore needeth neither Reve- 


© lation for want of Evidence, nor Precept 
' for want of a plain Obligation: and. the 
> Old Teſtament muſt have done impertt- 


nently, if without any need it ſhould have 


offered the one or the other. 


Yet though the Old Teſtament gives ns 


_—_ command, it doth give us Warnings by 


the puniſhment of Unbelievers. Sarah, 
for her believing husbands ſake, eſcaped 
with a gentle reprimand, though her Un- 


belicf of the truth of God's meflenger. 
* were aggravated with” a double Untruth 


of her own: for though ſhe laughed at the 

romiſe of a Son in her oc1d age, and then 
denied that ſhe did ſo laugh; yet did the 
Angel reprove her with no other ſharpneſs, 
but that of reaſon, agaiaſt her double fault. 


' Is any thing impoſſible with Goa! was an ar- 


- geument drawn from Natural Religion, ſo 
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| on of his Unbelief, but could not taſte is 


2 forceable as to triumph over all natural 


* cauſes, and ſtop ; 
infidelity, but that of the Atheiſt, 


the mouth of all other 


But Lor's wife, after ſo manifeſt expe- 


rience of the Power of her gueſts, in d<li- 


vering themſelves from the force of the 
whole City, by ſmiting ſmall and great with 
blindneſs, believed not their threats to de- 
ſtroy the ſame City with fire ; but turning 
back from behind her believing, flytng hus- 
band (who's haſte to ſave himſelf, and 
obedience to the prohibition of the Angels 
(ſaying lock not beh:33d thee ) hindered him 
from perceiving it) returning into the cur- 
ſed City, there periſhed among her wick- 
ed neighhours, and became a piller of ſalt, 
that is, in the Hebrew idiom, an everlaſt- 
ing Monument, of the puniſhment due to 
Unbelievers. EY 

When to a ſtarving City the Prophet 
of God promiſed a greater plenty the next 
day, than ever had been known in any; 
the incredulous Lord had This puniſhment, 
that he ſaw it with his eyes for the convicti- 
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for the ſatisfadtion of his Hunger : The un- 
believing Iſraelites, who lived upon daily 


. experience of God's power, when they 


diſtruſted his promiſe of viftory over the 
tall and 'mighty Canaanites, periſhed in 
the Wilderneſs ; and thoſe that asked; car 
Goa prepare a table in the wilderneſs? fell 
under his wrath with the meat in their 
mouths. 

_ The ſame light which ſheweth us the 
Being of God, ſheweth alſo his PerfeCti- 
ons; and to give an expreſs Law, or uſe 
any other means to perſwade a Belief in' 
him, had been the ſame wiſdom, as to 
perſwade me to believe the Sun ſhineth ; 
which were an affront both to theSun and me. 

And thus I hope [ have proved that Faith 
in God is a duty of Natural Religion, a 
moral Virtue, and to be valued for its in- 
trinſick worth, as a participation of the Di- 
vine Nature, 1n one of God's Attributes, his 
Juſtice ; and we may well proceed to con- 
ſider, that beſides this intrinſick worth, 
whereby it deſerveth to be valued as 
ſelt-good ; it hath another worth, as a Ser- 
viceable means to all other Graces and Du- 
ties. 

2. F AIT His a great promoter of O- 
bedience z and where as the Old Teſtament 
ieemeth ſilent herein, we have a whole and 
large Chapter in the New, aſcribing all 
the heroical aCtions and ſuffering ofthe Pa- 
triarchs to This Grace; and ſo by a kind 
and poſtliminium aſſerting the right which 
Natural Religion had, and God might 
(if he had pleaſed) have by Law re- 
quired, | 

And that ic may be proved as clearly 
as aſlerteds an argument is offered in the 
entrance upon the diſcourſe: by Faith E- 
noch was tranſlated, having received this te» 
ftimony, that hz pleaſed God; but without 
Faith it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe God, for he 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him; which argument will receive a 
little light from the phraſe wherein the te 

fimony 


ſttimony was, given, and where to the Ar- 
gument refers. It is ſaid Ger, 5. 22. Enoch 
walked with God, and now the Sorites runs 
thus, He that doth not walk with God can- 
not pleaſe God, he that doth not come to 
God cannot walk with. God, he that doth 
not believe that God is, and Is a rewarder 
of them that diligently ſezk him, cannot 
. Come to him, nor will he ſeek afrer him. 

After this Argument we have a muſter of 
many atchievements performed by Faith 
:in the Patriarchs and others, among whom 
ſtandeth Father Abraham like Saul among 
' the people, taller by the head; not on- 
ly than all there preſent, but than all 
:that ever were or ſhall be : For the high- 
eſt Boaſt of St. Fobn is, This is the vittory 
that overcometh the world, even our Faith : 
but Abraham might boaſt a Victory, not 
only over the world, but over its Creator. 
For it is ſaid God tryed Abraham: he did 
-Indeed, for he tryed the maſtery with him : 
he tryed which could exceed, himſelf in 
hard Commands, or Abraham in abſolute 
Obedience; and upon tryal it appears, that 
the victory fell to Abrahan's Faith, which 
.did not only F#lfil his duty, but Exceed tt ; 
-perhaps in the Matter, certainly in the man. 
ner. The Matter was ſuch, as he might have 
Diſputed, and perhaps Diſobeyed, with- 
-out ſia : He might poſſibly have pleaded 
God's Promiſe in bar to his Command, God 
had given him this Son, ?cis true, but with 
a promiſe annexed, that this Son, this 
:yery Son 1ſaac, ſhould be Father of a nu- 
merous and bleſſed Poſterity : And ince 
'This depended upon his life ; whatever 
Right God might have to his Obedience, 
himſelf had a Right in God's Promiſe, 
which he could not be obJiged to renounce. 
Andgranting that God's Prerogative might 
over-rule ſuch a Plea ; This however, 
cannot be denied, that Obediznce, however 
unwilling, was the utmoſt which the Com- 
mand could exad, and therefore 

2. The 4anner of his Obedience certain- 
3y exceeded his Obligation, in the Chear: 
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fulneſs and Diligence of the performance; © 


£ 


For though 1/aac were endeared to him by 
long deſpair, and then by glorions promj- 
ſes; though he muſt periſh not by an” 


Ordinary or Honourable death, but that 
of a B:aſt ; thongh the tender Father muſt 


not Hear of this by Meſſengers, but muſt 
Torment his Eyes, yea Imbrue his Hands ». 


too in the cruel Butchery; though in fo 


doing , he muſt offer no leſs violence to_ 


his Reaſon, than to his J/aac ; though all 
this might well have Staggered,\yea quite 
Overthrown both Faich and Obedience ; 


yet he is ſo far from Staggering, that he © 


doth not only Stand firm to his Duty, but 
Ouar-goeth 1t : doth. not plead the ſcandal 


of ſo Cruel, ſo Inhumane, and Unnatural 


an action, as muſt make his Perſon and his 
Religion ſtink among his Neighbours ; 
doth not intercede for his only Son as for 


Sodom, ſaying, Shall. not the God of all the 


world do right ? Doth not petition for him 


as Moſes did for the people, that God ; 


would reverſe his Sentence, or as Fephta's 
Daughter did for a little time of reprieve : 
but wi.hout the leaſt tergiverſation , is 
equally Diligent and Cautious in the exe- 
cution ; riſeth early in the morning, hideth 
his purpoſe from his Wife, leſt ſhe ſhould 
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hinder it, taketh with him but two Ser- . 
vants, and them he leaveth at ſich di- + 


ſtance, as to prevent the reſcue which their 
offictouſneſs might make of their young 
Maſter from the ſeeming madneſs of their 
old, drilleth 1/aac himſelf along with pre- 
tence that God would provide a Lamb : 
what could the moſt Tender father do more 
to Save the life of an only Son ? Hec eff 


his humour killed himſelf; this is ſuch aFaith 


as might well be imputed tro Abraham for 
righ couſueſs, and propoſed to us for a pat- |! 
tern ; and ſtop the mouth of all objetions 7 
which ſhall not think Faith worthy of © 
God's acceptance, or of a place among * 


Moral Virtues which are the Graces in 
Natural Religion. $36 
And 


fiaes, ſaid Nero, when his Servant to ſatisfie 
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And as it hath the Worth; ſo it hath the 


” Unhappineſs of a Virtue, beſet on either 
- fide with a Vice, Defeft on one ſide, and 


Exceſs on the other : on the One fide Infi- 
aelity is the Defect, and on ihe Other ſide 
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Credulity is the Exceſs of Faith ; and as is 
uſual with all Virtues, we find it reproach- 
ed under the name of the Exceſs, whereof 
It Is no wiſe guilty, as we come to conſider 
In our ſecond Propoſition. 
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Credulity is not F A1T H, but an oppoſite Vice; 


I. REDULITY is not Faith, but 
7 as oppoſite to it as Vice is to Vir- 


fue : as Fool-hardineis is to Valour, Pro- 
| digality to*'Bounty, and all Exceſs to Pru- 


dence, which is the Soul of all Virtue 
whatever. | 

We have reduced Faith to Juſtice ; be- 
cauſe its proper work is ito pay God the 
confidence due to his Veracity. And herein 
we ſeem to be ont of all danger of Exceſs, 
feeein,s God's faitrhſulneſs is infinite : and 
ſo indesd we are, while we make our pay- 
ment to the Right Object. For to Gud is 


due not only Actual belief of every word 


which we know him to have: ſpoken, but 
an Habirual readineſs to believe any other, 
whea ever it ſhall appear to come from him, 
and all without reſerve for any contra- 
dicting ſence or reaſon. 
Our only danger of exceſs therefore licth 
in our miſtake, not of the Degree but the 
Objet; and this we incur if we pay That 
confidence to any creature which is due to 
God only. | | 
Our excellent Chill;zgworth ſpake no leſs 
Modeſtly than Rationa!]y, when he ſaid, 
that he had often demanded of the Roma- 
niſts, why implicit Faith im our Lord, 
might not as well avail for Juſtification, as 
emplicit Faith in the Church; but could 
never receive an anſwer to. ſo plain and 
important a queſtion : It is indeed too much 
to be Anſwered, but too little to be De- 
manded; for it ought to' be raiſed to a 
demand, how any Church dare Challepge, 


or any Perſon dare Pay, that faith fo 
Any, yea to allthe creatures in heaven and 
earth, which is due to God only ? This is 
Icjuſtice to God, for two plain Reaſons. 

1. It isa kind of ſpiritual Polytheiſm ; 
ſuch a falling down and worſhipping the 
creature, .as muſt provoks Him who de- 
clareth himſelf a jzalous God, that will not 
give his honour to another: Ler God be 
true, and every man a liar, is a double word 
of Gods own mouth ; and he that doth nog 
believe the Latter as well as the Former, 
maketh God a Liar, and man a God. : 

2; Thoſe: who ſo. require implicit faith 
in any other authority, as to contraditt 
Reaſon; give God the lie, by making hinz 
contradict himſelf, For Reaſon is no leſs 
the Word of God, than is the Scripture : 
Yea Therefore, and therefore only, are 
we to believe whatever we find ia Scripture, 
becauſe we are by plain Reaſon convinced 
that. it is the word of God, whom we 
muſt believe in defiance to all oppoſition 
whatſoever. The ſpirit of a man is the candle 
of the Lord, ſearching the innermoſt parts of 
the belly, ſaith Solomon. The ſpirit is that 
part of our frame, wherein we art: created 
in knowledge after the image of God : and in 
the flcſily tables of our hearts are his words 
written. with the ſame finger, as were his 


laiws in the tables of Stone z, and therefore to 


ſay that this Candle contradicted the Sur of 
righteouſneſs, is no Icſs injurious to God, 
than to his image and workmanſhip. - 
There is indeed in the One as in the O- 
C - ther 
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ther light, great difference of degrees of . dence which we have, that what is offere( 


brightaeſs : Some truths appear fo plain, us for the word of God, is really ſuch : an('* 
that the Weakelt, yea the Soreſt eye can- to this we mult pay neither More nor Le”. 
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not avoid ſeeing and acknowledging them; 
but ſome are ſo ſmall or ſo remote, that 
they may deceive or eſcape the Beſt. Yet 


belicf, than Reaſon will prove due; pre 
vided we be ſtill ready to pay more, as ow. 


evidence ſhall increaſe, becauſe our Rex 
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muſt not This prejudice our belief of ſuch 
reat truths, as appear plain both by ſun- 
ine and candlelight, whereof the later 


ſon for belief will increaſe equally with: 
ſuch evidence. This is all that Juſtice can 
demand z and whoever payeth more, doth” 


never contradicteth the former. 

Abrahams faith is our conſtantly ſer- 
yiceable pattern : It ſeemed utterly repug- 
nant to plain reaſon, that J/aac ſhould be 
' a father of nations if he were ſacrificed ; 
but ic ſeemed much more ſo, that God 
| ſhould be Unfaithful ; and therefore, when 
Abrabam believed, he did no leſs juſtice to 
__ own Reaſon, than to God's Faithful- 
nels. 

To make this (if poflible) yet plainer, 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between matter of 
Faith, and matter of Fact : Matter of Faith, 
is this only Propoſition, that it is 1impoſlible 
God ſhould lie; and to This, Abraham 


it in his Own wrong, and perhaps in 
God's too, 


A fad example hereof we have in th: = 


Prophet, that by the word of the Lord 
came from Judato Bethel, and to the King 
face propheſied the deſtruction of his Altar: 
he obeyed a Troubleſom and Hazardoyz 
Command , refuſed a Royal Invitation, 
returned homeward another way than that 
by which he came, and in every thing, con- 
formed to his Commiſſion. But when ah 
old Prophet ſaid to him, 7 am a Prophet as 
well as thou art, and an Angel ſpake unto me by 
the word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back 


with thee into thine houſe, that he may eat © 
bread, and drink water ;, the eaſie good man, 4 
believing the malicious lying one, was pu- 
niſhed, not ſo properly for his Diſobedi- 
ence, as his Credulity. This being the 
rule ( ſay the Rabbins and Reaſon) that © 
when a Prophet hath received a word. 
immediatcly from God, he muſt nor be- 
lieve any other than an equally immedt- - 
ate word of God in contradiction to it. 
The example jointeth cloſe with the caſe * 
before us. Whatever we hear from clear © 


ſtood firm, without ſtaggaring . at the 
ſeeming oppoſition between the Promiſe 
and the Command : But that God firſt 
- made ſuch a Promiſe, and then impoſed tuch 
a Command, this was matter of Fatt; 
wherein though the Scripture be filent, 
Reaſon is clamarovs; ſhewing us, that Abra- 
ham was by Sufficient (though to us Unre- 
yealed) evidences, no leſs Secure This way, 
than Confident the Other way. Elſe 
* might he more juſtly be Blamed for diſho- 


nouring God with a thought, that he could 
be author of ſuch a cruel command ; than 
juſtified for his confidence in a faithfulneſs, 
which had been unconcerned. 

So there muſt be two Meaſures for our 
belief : of the one kind is the faithfulneſs of 
the Perſon, in whom we believe : if God 
be the perſon, our Belief muſt be Iofinite, 
| becauſe his Veracity is ſo; if Man be the 

rſon, our Belief muſt be Wary, becauſe 
\ Man is a Liar, or at leaſt may be ſuſpected 


$0 bs ſo. Of the other kind, is the evi- 


Reaſon, we hear from a word of God: 
whoever would periwade us to disbelieve 
it, muſt produce ſuch Credentials, as may © 


convince us to the contrary; If he do this, 


Reaſon immediately tacketh about in con- © 
formity to the Evidence, as to another \. 
word of the ſame God : hut if no other * 
Credentizls be offered than his own, or © 
ſome other Humane (that is, Fallible or Fal- ' 
lacious ) authority; we are no more to © 
comply with ir, than the true Prophet ought ' 


The * 


to have. done with the lying one. 
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The end perhaps of ſuch Credulous per- 
fons may be leſs diſmal, they may not be- 
come the £4094 prey ;- but-they have al- 
ready made themſelves the Afes compa- 
nions, by ſubmitting their Underſtandings 


| tothe Bridle and Saddle; impoſed on them 


by a dull: miſtake of Credulity toward man 
for Faith toward God; more obvious than 
that of the Fool-hardy Prodigal, or any 
other overdoer, that by Exceſs vitiateth 
a Virtue. 


| By theſe Plain and Vulgar Principles of 
Morality, we underſtand in Believing as 


we do inall other ations, what is Virtuous 


or Vicious, and fo do we alſo, why ſo Lit- 
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tle hath been ſpoken of it by 44oſes and the 
Prophets, and ſo Much by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. The ſame Natural Religion 
which claimed tit as due to God, forbad to 
pay It to any Creature; upon the Former 
account there was No need of an expreſs 
precept, and upon the Latter there was 
the Greateſt need; not only of an ex- 
preſs Command, bur ſuch repeated Im- 
portunities, as might outvoice both Rea- 
ſon, when it ſhould decry ſuch a demand, 
and Intereſt, when it ſhould rebel againſt 
convinced Reaſon ; both whereof concur- 
red againſt the belief which our Lord re- 
quired. 


—— 
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Why FAITH maketh a greater figure under the Goſpel, than it did under the Lam ? 


OR our clearer view of the Reaſon 
why Faith ſhould make fo much a grea- 
ter figure in the Goipel, than ir did under 


” the Law, let us parrallel Fair» toward 


© 
#* 


Chriſt, with Loyalty towards the King. Loy- 
alty is a ſtanding duty, which at all times 
mult be paid to the King, In peaceable times, 
as there is no occaſion for any proclamation 
to require it, ſo there Is none to Promiſe 
it any Reward, but what the laws of -Go- 
vernment promiſe at all times to good Sub- 
jects, protection in their juſt rights : But 
if a Prince be dethroned and baniſhed, diſ- 
abled to defend his own power and his ſub- 
jects lives; if Loyalty now ſhall expoſe a 
good Subject to as great puniſhments, as in 
good times are the reward of rebellion ; In 
this caſe, Policy for his own intereſts, con- 
curreth with Juſtice to a good ſubjets me- 
rits, to perſwade the Prince, by publick 
proclamations and private meſiages, and 
all other poſſible means, to encourage his 
Subjects with liberal promiſes, that they 
may find it their Intereſt as well as their 


Duty, to imploy their endeayours in their 
Injured Prince's behalf. 

Juſt thus ir is in the preſent caſe : Faith 
is a ſtanding duty to Chriſt, and muſt be 
paid at all times to the end of the World. 
But at that time when our Lord firſt claim- 
ed It, and St. Paul ſpoke ſuch great things 
of it, there were extraordinary reaſons for 
the importunities and promiſes, wherewith 
it was then honoured, and the world ſolict- 
ted; ſome whereof in theſe days, when the 
Chriſtian Religion hath been long eſtabliſh- 
ed, have loſt their influence, 

Thoſe extraordinary reaſons may be re- 
duced to three. 1. The Diffcalties of believ- 
ing. 2. The Danger of profeſling it. 3. The 
Neceſſity of both. 

I. The Difficulties at firſt were many and- 
great; the Command was ſhort, but Hard : 
You believe in God, believe alſo in me. You be- 
lieve in God, you cannot avoid ſo doing, 
and the very notion of a God exatts it 
from you : You cannot believe there is a 
God without _— him to be infigite, 
2 2 38 


2s in all other perfe&ions, ſo in Faithful- 
Neſs; and this will require on your part 
Suitable, #. c. Infinite Confidence, The 
fame Infinite, Abſolute, - Implicit belief, 
which you thus acknowledge due to God, 
is alſo due to Me; Iam come from heaven to 
be the light of this lower world in Spiritu- 
al things, as the Sun is in Corporal; and 
whatever 1 ſpeak, I require you to believe 
with the ſame confidence, as you would a 
particular word from heaven, or a mani- 
feſt object of ſight enlightened by the Sun. 

This at That time ( ſtill I ſay at That 
2:-7e) when our Lord put in ſuch a claim, 
and his Apoſtles pleaded for ir, appeared 
very Hard, becauſe very Unreaſonable 
command, both to Jews and Greeks; 1t was 
to the Fews a flumbling block,, and tothe Greeks 
fooliſhneſs s for the Jews required a Sign, and 
the Greeks ſought after Wiſdom, and he that 
would believe, muſt run counter to the 
whole world: ſor ſo did the Jews object 
to St. Paul, We know that this ſet is every 
where ſpoken againſt, 

x. The Grecks ſought after Wiſdom, and to 
them ſuch a belicf ſeemed Fooliſhneſs. T heir 
Wiſdom, was Prudence; their Religion, 
Virtue : The ſame Religion which taught 
to pay God infinite belief, taught them 
alſo to meaſure their belief toward Man 


| by the credibility of the Speaker, or the 


Word by him ſpoken; and whatever ex- 
ceeded this meaſure, was fooliſhneſs. 

But if Religion were no leſs concerned 
than Reaſon, then muſt Impiety joyn with 
Fooliſhneſs, and as it doubled the Vice, 
ſo did it the Caveat: for as all change 
of opinion is difficult, ſo is that of Re- 
ligion moſt ſo. The World was never poſ- 
ſed by any Religion ſo abſurd, but that e- 
ducation and growth gave it ſuch roots, as 
would not be pluckt up with caſe or a lit- 
tle labour ; yea, moſt men have no other 
reaſon for their Religion but this, which e- 
_ prevails for the Worſt as the Belt. 


he Whimſies of Adabomee are no leſs 


confidently embraced, and zealoully de 
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fended and propagated, nor perhaps haye 
they had fewer Martyrs or Confeſſors, than © 
the holy Doctrines of the bleſſed Jeſus. The © 
Worſhippers of (God's mirror) the Sun, 


yea of the works of mens hands in wood 


and ſtone, are no leſs tenacious of their | 
Folly, than we are of the Truth: 
who worſhip what they eat, believe all 
thoſe damned, who will not pull out their - 
eyes and do the ſame. Since therefore 


none conld believe in Chriſt, without re- - 


nouncing the Religion whereby he was poſ- 
ſeiled ; this alone made it very difficult, . 
And the very meanneſs of the Perſon was 
a mighty prejudice againſt ſo great a claim. 
This had no part in the trial of Abrahams 
faith: He was no leſs ſure that he had 
Gods Command for facrificing 1/aac, than 
that he had his Promiſe for a bleſſed po- 
ſterity from his Joins : but; here the great | 
difficulty, is the credibility of the Perſon 
commanding and promiſing ſuch great 
things : That he could give his followers 
Eternal Life, who could not ſave himſelf - 
from the moſt Shamefall and Painful Death; ; 
that he could give the inheritance of a © 
Kingdom, who had not where tolay his head; 
that the Son of a Carpenter was the Son 
of God ;, that a-man of Sorrows was the 
Lord of Glory ; theſe appeared ſuch ab-- 
ſurdities to their reaſon, that thoſe. who * 
ſought after w:/dom, muit needs. find it ex- 
treamly difficult to ſwallow them. if 
2. lhe Fems required a ſign, and ſuch a © 
lign, as might be no leſs too mighty for 
all thoſe which had been wrought by 44oſers 
rod, than was his Serpent for thoſe of 
the Egyptian Magicians, The Founders of 
all other religions wheedled the Credulous 
crowd tanto a belief of their familiarity 
with ſome God: Thus did Nama impoſe , 
upon his Romans, and Mahomet upon his *' 
Arabiens .: But Moſes was publickly own- © 
ed by God in the eyes of the whole-peo- | 
ple, who for the ſpace of forty years lived * 
upon miracles under his conduct ; they ſaw 
and heard the dreadful thunders and iight- 
- 4 NINgse 
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nings which promulgated their laws, which 
” they therefore believed muſt be Immortal, 
” becayſe they knew them to be divine - 


And can they believe him to come from 
the ſame God, who prophaned the Sab- 
bath which that law had made the cog- 
nifance of his peculiar people ? | 
To this prejudice derived from Religi- 
on, add another from Intereſt, They cal- 
led the law their Inheritance, and as ſuch 


' they valued it; they look*t upon the D'12 


the profane reſidue of Mankind, as no leſs 
Inferiour to their holy ſelves, than Supe- 
rior to the Bzaſts: and that they ſhould 
be levelled into an equality, how incre- 
dible it appeared, we may meaſure from the 
aſtoniſhment of the great Apoſtle, who 
ſpeaks of ir, as if he were again ſtruck 
down by a light and voice from heaven. Eph. 
1.11, By revelation he made known to me the 
myſtery, &c. and verſe the 9h. To make all 
men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery 
which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Feſus 
Chriſt, to the intent that now unto principali- 
ties and powers in heavenly places zight be known 
by the Church the mamfold wiſdom of God 
according to the eternal purpoſe which he pro- 
poſed in Chriſt Jeſus. our Lord, Nhat is 
This ſo wonderful Myſtery ? even this, 
which cannot b2 comprehended in oneclauſe, 
that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, and 
of the ſame body, and partakers of God?s pro- 
mpſes in Chriſt by the Goſpel. By ſuch 2M2a7 - 
ment of this great Apoſtle, we may judge 
of his whole Nation, and by the aſtoniſh- 
ment of him, who would not have beliey- 


ed upon any le(s evidence than a revela- - 


tion, we may f{afely meaſure the difficui- 
ty which lay upon all thoſe that were 
trained up in the ſame Religion, 
Another ſtumbliag-block lay quite croſs 
their way, becauſe croſs to their expeCta- 
tions: They lookt for a Melia, that by 
his Victories ſhould no leſs advance them 
In Proſperity above all other Nations, than 
Moſes by his Law had advanced. them in 


Holineſs : a Meſſia,, whoſe Perſon ſhould be 
1luſtrious, his Sword Victorious, his Reign 
Glorious, and of whoſe Kingdom there ſhould 
be no end, either in point of Extent or 
Duration ; Such a Meſlia did their Pro- 
phets promiſe, and the time appointed was 
now fulfilled ; their expeations therefore + 
were big, and their longings ardent : And 


- muſt this triumphant Meſſia now dwindle 


into a vagabond Galilean f Muſt their ex- 
pected Triumphs fink 1nto this diſmal Pro- 
miſe, He that will be my diſciple, muſt take 
up his croſs and follow me ! This was there- - 
forc a great ſtumbling-block to the Under- - 
ſtandings, becavſe it lay croſs to their In- 
tereſts ; they were the more Unable, be-- 
cauſe Uawiiling, to believe it ; which there- 
fore required a weight of importunities -- 
and promiſes, ſuſhcient to counterballance - 
the double weight of reluctancies. Nor. 
was this the worſt, for 

2, The Danger was at That time no leſs - 
than the Drfficulty. 1 ſay at That rime, be-- 
cauſe That circumſtance is highly conſide- 
rable : As it was extraordinary in point of 
Danger to the Diſciples, ſa did it require - 
ſuch extraordinary promiſes and importu- - 
nities from our Lord, as might induce - 
them both to combat all Difficulties, and * 
outface all Danger. 

In good and peaceable Times, when a - 
Prince exerciſeth his Power without oppo» 
ſition, as there is no Merit in Loyalty, fo . 
is there no Proclamation of Reward to it; 
But if he be driven from his Throne, and * 
diſabled not only to Govern his SubjeQs, - 
but to Defend Himſelf: if Loyalty be treats 
ed as Rebellion, and to allcr: the oppreſ- - 
ſ:d Prince%s Right be-a forfeiture of Life - 
and Eſtate; in ſuch a caſe , the Prince's 
Intereſt concurreth with Juſtice, to per-- 
ſwade him co encourage his good Subjects | 
with Promiſes Extraordinary as his Own : 
Needs, and Their Danger. - | 

Juſt thus it was in thoſe Times when: 
Faith made ſo great figure in the Goſpel, 


. that it ſeemed to-engroſs the whole Duty 


of 


of a Chriſtian, and all the promiſes of Sal- 
| vation. Had it been ſufficient to have be- 
# lieved with a Convinced, yet Silent mind, 
© whatever the Difficulty might have been, 
L the Safety might have equalled-it : But 
this could not be accepted ; the mouth 
muſt join with the heart, Rom. 10. 10. For 
. with. the Heart man believeth nnto righteouſ- 
|, neſs, and with the Aouth confeſſion uu made 
" manto ſalvation. Nicodemus came to our 
Lord with the Former without the Later ; 
for coming by night, and Privately owning 
what he was either Aſhamed or Afraid 
Openly-to profeſs, he is told in the Rab- 
binical ſtile, that unleſs by Baptiſm he 
make Open Profeſſion of his Faith, he can- 
not be a Chriſtian, Joh. 3, To the ſame 
fenſe alſo did our Lord tell his Apoſtles, 
when he commiſſioned them to preach the 
| Goſpel, He that believeth and is baptized, 
| ifhall be ſaved: not ſimply he that believeth, 
' but berthatbelieveth and i baptized ;, fo mak- 
'- Jing a Publick Profcſſion of his Belief, and 
himſelf a Viſible Member of Chriſt's 
Church. 

And here thoſe, who upon this account 
deny Infants to be capable of Baptiſm, be- 
cauſe they are uncapabls of Belief, may 
do wcll to conſider the change of Times, 
and of the reaſon thereon depending. At 
That time, whoever did not openly pro- 
feſs the New and Perſecuted religion, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to, joyn with the rulers in that 
religion, which was publickly profeſſed and 
ſtabliſhed by the laws af the Land : but now 
the wind bloweth from the oppoſit quarter, 
and ſince the Goſpel is the ſtabliſhed reli- 
gion, and the profeſſion of the very parents 
maketh great odds againſt any danger of 
the contrary, the Church may, upon ſinall 
ſecurity from other ſoreties, admit any 1n- 
fant for a member. _ 

To which alſo we may add, that our' 
Lord to his promiſe of everlaſting life annexed 
another : Theſe ſings ſhall follow them that 
believe, n my name they ſhall caſt out Devils &C. 
The miraculous powers which were There- 
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fore at That time given, becauſe at that 


time they were necellary toward planting 
the new Goſpel, ceaſed with the need © 
which required them, and for the ſame : 
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reaſon did the Method, of belief preced- :- 


ing baptiſm. 
At preſent we are not conſidering the 


Method, but the Deſign of Baptiſm) : it | 


was an open Profeſhion of Faith, and there- 
with an open Defiance to the World and 
all its Powers - The Rulers had no leſs 


malice in their hearts, than Power in their: 


hands, againſt all that ſhould profeſs a 
Faith, which muſt aboliſh the law of 140- 
ſes, which they gloried in, as advancing them 
to a fingular holineſs above all other Nati- 
ons, Who yet were no lefs Encmies to the 
ſame new Religion, which muſt deſtroy their 
Idols. Our Saviour therefore dealzth plain- 


ly and faithfully, 4 that will be my diſciple, 


muſt take up his croſs and foilow me: He that 


hbateth not Father and Mother, yea and his own 


life alſo, Cannot be my aiſc:ple IEP | ſend you » 


forth as lambs among wolves ; ye ſhall be brought 


before Governours and Kings for my names 
ſake,, &C. 

Such harpſhips were not more contrary 
to the Appitites of fleſh and blood, than 
to the Notions they had been educated in, 
of great Proſp: rity wider the Melliah : They 
had dreamed of another kind of Y:ttory 0- 
ver the World, than what St. John boaſted, 
ſaying, this is the YVittory which overcometh 
the World, cven your Faith ; your faith which 
overcometh the world by ſuffering all 
kind of Perſecutions in this life, in aſ- 
ſurance of glorious Rewards in ano- 
ther. 

And in this, the Faith of the Chriſtian 
outvyeth That of Abraham himſelf. There 
was indeed a danger that he might loſe 
his 1ſaac, if God could not reſtore him 
to life when ſacrificed ; but he had an expe- 
riment of God's power to give him another 
Son, notwithſtanding his old age if he could 
not reſtore the Same, But to the faithful 
diſciples of Chriſt there was apparent, 

nor 
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t. Danger only, but Certainty, of loſs 
& "heir 1, Chiltren, Parents, Lands, Lt- 
berty, yea, Life it ſelf. 

Bleſſed he the gracious Providence of 
God, that now and for many Ages the 
wind is turned to the contrary point. Our 
Education maketh it now as difficult, and 
our Laws as dangerous, to deny Chriſt, as 
at firſt it was to confefs him: and conſe- 
quently whatever Extraordinary merit It 
might derive from thoſe topicks, mult 
now be lowerd, and when it ſhall thus be 
reduced to its Ordinary, and permanent 
worth, it will appar (like Loyalty 1a 
peaceable times) a common grace, worthy 
of no greater than common rewards, For 
now its whole ſtock of merit is owing (0 
its fruits, wherein alſo it falleth ſhort 
of what it bore in the times of its plant- 
Ing ; for at that time 

3. The Neceſlity of Faith was cqual 
to the Difficulty and Danger - And 1n- 
deed without This, the other two or cl- 
ther of them would have made the Com- 
mand unreaſonable. 

That Prince would not deſerve to be 
owned in the Beſt of times, much leſs to 
be fought for in the Worſt, that ſhould 
Needleſly impoſe Hard and Dangerous ſer- 
vices upon his good Subjects. | 

To expoſe them to hardſhips and dan- 
gers of a neceſſary War, hath alway been 
juſtified in the beſt Kings; and to encourage 
their valour with promiſe of ſuitable re- 
wards is equally Juſt and Wile : But to 
expoſe them to fight with Beaſts, only for 
pleaſure of the Spectacle, was abhorred 
by faithful Chriſtians when praCtiſed by 
wanton heathen. Let us therefore diſtin- 
guviſh che Times. 

1. This Neceſlity of Faith had ſome- 
thing ſingular at that time when it was 
firſt exalied to ſuch Honour. A great, and 
Dangcrous but Neceſſary, and otherwiſe 
Uuaccorpliſhable work muſt be perform- 
ed. The Kingdom of Heaven muſt ſub- 


duc all the reſiſting world : God's wor- 


ſhip muſt beſtript of all thoſe Ceremonies 
wherewith his own hand had dreſt it, and 
reduced to ſimple nakedneſs of ſpirit and 
truth ; the particion wall muſt be broken 
down which appropriated God's holy p:0- 
ple, cc. Toward ſo great a work he 
came furniſhed with no other power, but 
that of working miracles for mens conviCti- 
on: and ſhould thoſe who were thereby con- 
viaced, hide their belief within their own 
breaſts, this might bring ſome particular 
Perſons, not whole Nations to ſubjeQion. 
It was therefore Neceſlary to call aloud 
not only for Belief, but for Profeſſion 
of it : and ſince ſuch a Profeſſion at ſuch 
a Time, muit run ſuch a gandelope, be- 
tween Difficulties and Dangers, it was bug 
reaſonable, that the importunitics of the 
Czlls and the price of the Promiſes, ſhould 
joyn with the Neceſſity of the Performance 
to outwelgh ſo great Diſcouragements, 

2. Though in ſuch Extraordinary re- 
ſpects the Neceſlity be now abated, ſo that 
every Profeſſor need not be a Preacher or 
Confcſſor in the hardeſt {ence ; yet there 
ſtill remains a Permanent neceſlity, from 
the influence which Faith Alway (becauſe 
Naturally) hath upon the believers ACti- 
ons ; arid ſince Theſe muſt alway be Holy, 
That owſft alway be indiſpenſible. 

Loyalty 1s loyalcy at All times. In- the 
worlt times it will Fight, in the beſt it will 
Obey : and when it hath no Occaſion, will. 
be ready vpon All occaſions to approve 
it ſelf faithful. And Faith is Faith at al) 
times. When the world fighteth againſt its 
Lord, it will fight againſt the world in his 
cauſe : it hath the ſame Valour when it 
hath not the ſame occaſion to exerciſe it 
by ſuffering, as had the primitive Chriſti- 
ans; and it hath ever the faithfulneſs to 
fight againſt all kinds of Enemies to his 
kingdom, Fleſh and Blood, and ſpiritual 
wickedneſs, and whatever will not have 
the Lord rule over it. 

The Chriſtian in the moſt peaceable 
times is a Souldier liſted under his Lord's 

Banner 


Banner in Baptiſm: he muſt Follow (when 
called) the Captain of his Salyation that 
was made perfect by ſufferings ; and when 
tempted, he muſt walk in the ſteps of his 
father Abraham, ſacrifice his Luſts, though 
no leſs dear than was his ſaac. 

Our Lord therefore is not like ſome 
weak Princes, that upon meer unaccounta- 
ble Caprice, load their good Subjects with 
hea”ry burthens, and advance worthleſs 
favourites co undeſcrved honors ; but mea- 
ſurerh his Laws by his Subjects Needs. 
Wha: Natural Religion taught, the Go- 
ſpe! verifieth, Our Lord himſelf declared, 
that the reaſori of his coming into the 
world was his father's love to it, And it 
mult be a greater miſtery than any he hath 
required us to believe, if he ſhould fo 
Unkindly treat the world which he fo 
Dearly loved, as to require them upon 
pain of eternal death, to believe more than 
35 neceſſary for their ſalvation : for ſhould 
/he require more than is Neceſſary, he 
-muſt do it either for ſome other reaſon, 
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or without any reaſon at all. If we be” 
lieve him to require faith for any Other 
reaſon, than becauſe it is neceflary for our 
1ncouragement to Holineſs in order to Hap- |. 
pineſs; we diſhonour him , becauſe no © 
other reaſon can be worthy of his Good. ' 
neis or Mzjeſty : If upon no other reaſon 
at all, we Giſhenonr him, becauſe this 
would contradict his Wiſdom, which ne- 
ver acteth without goog reaſon, EE 
And now | hope »« fofhiciently diſcover 


why Falth is ſo much exalted in the Go» - 


ſpel : The reaſons are partly Extraordina- 
ry and expired, partly Ordinary and per- 
manent : The Extraordinary, derived from | 
the circumſtances wherein the Goſpel was 
firſt preached : The Ordinary, frem its | 
ſerviceableneſs to the divine life which Na- _ 
tural Religion aimed at, but the Goſpel 
by means of believing, exalteth with no- 
bler arguments, as will more clearly appear, 
if we examine the Subje: matter which © 
Faith is to belieye. ny 


CHAP WE: 


Of F aith in CaRIsT, as Saviour of the Morld. 


HAT the great things that are 

'T ſpoken of Faith, oblige us to en- 
quire what is neceſſary for us to be- 
lieve, is too clear to need proof: yet 
is there nothing leſs Heeded or Under- 
ſtood, even by the inquiſicive: and ſo, 
That Grace whoſe great worth is deri- 
ved from it's ſerviceableneſs 
Happineſs, by diſturbing our Peace 
Private and Publick, is made it's great 
ef: Enemy. 
_ Our preſent work calleth for Enqui- 
ries, not Complaints - and therefore, 
adjourning theſe to a more proper time, 
we ſhall purſue the Enquiry now be- 
fore us: viz. What are thoſe ſaving truths, 
to the belief whereof eternal Life 1s pro- 
med. 

And here, our former Remarks meet 
us again. Our Lord avoiderh Multt- 
plying Articles of Faith, no leſs than 
Commands: Thoſe were but Two at 
molt, Faith and Repentance ; and Some- 
times thoſe Two were reduced to One, 
and Either one: In the ſame manner 
doth he treat Faith : Sometimes it's 
Object is but Oze, and ſometimes Two, 
and ſometimes Either of the two ; be- 
cauie they are Two in Notion, but In- 
ſeparable in Attion. | 


There are Two kinds of Objects 
of Belief. - 


]. The PERSON in whom we Believe. 


IT. The WO RD which we belizve upon 
Credit of the PERSON. 


And the Promiſe of eternal Life is 


to our. 


given, ſometimes to the One, ſome- 
times to the Orher, ſometimes to Both 
jointly. | 
1. Sometimes it is given to believe 1n 
the Perſon of Chriſt; and this more Fre- 
quently, becauſe it is the ground where- 
on the other is built. Thus we find in 


Our Lord?s diſcourſe with MNicodemus 


and Aartha, and the cloſe of St. John's 
Goſpel. 

2. Sometime it is given to belief of 
the Promiſe, Thus St. Panl in his entrance 
upon that accurate Diatribe concerning 
the Reſurrefion, telleth the Corinthians, 
This ts the Goſpel by which they muſt be fav- 
ed. And when he pleaded, that for the 
hope of the Reſurreftion he was called in que- 
ſton, he ſpake no leſs Truly than Wile- 
Iy : becauſe that is the Subſtance of our 
belief. 

3. Sometimes Ir is given to Both joynt- 
ly. As we found, Rem. 10.9. 1f thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Feſus, and 
ſhalt believe in thy heart that God hath raiſed 
him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. And 
the Athenizns thought St. Paul a ſetter 
forth of ſtrange Gods, becauſe he ſpake ſo 
much of feſus and the Reſurreftion ;, ſuppo= 
ling Anaſtaſis to be the Goddeſs to eſe. 
Thele two are ſo nearly Allied, that they 
cannot be Separated : For whoever be- 
lieves in Chiiſt, as the Son of God, muſt 
upon his Credir, authoriſed by his Xe- 
ſurrc10n, believe his Promyſe, that they 
ſhall have a ReſurreRion Themſelves. 
Yet nearly as they are Allied, they zre 
nct the Same, and therefore require to 
be treated Severally. 

Firſt _ THT we (hall ſpeak of what 

is 


* #5 | 


is firſt in order of nature, Bel:ef in the 
Perſon: znd this that we may do the 
more diſtinctly, we ſhall conſider, 

t. What kind of Perſon our Lord requi- 
reth us to belicvehim to be ? 

2. What is meant by Believing in him ! 


[. Concerning the Former, v:z. What 
kind of Perſon our Lord requireth us 10 be- 
lieve him? We muſt conlider, that at 
That time the World was big with Ex- 
pectation, and earneſt in Longing for 
ſuch a Perſon, as never bleſſed tt ſince 
it's firſt Creation; a Perſon of whom 
ſuch glorious things were promiſed as 
dazeled their Underſtandings ; a Perſon 
that muſt excel Moſes in Miracles, Fo- 
ſhuah in ViEtories, Solomon in Riches and 
Wiſdom ; All Prophets in Knowledge, 
and all Kingsin Power: the Son, and yet 
the Lord of David, who ſhould not on- 
ly free them from the then galling yoke 
of the Romans, but ſubdue thoſe Ro- 
mans, and with them all their Provin- 
es: thetime of the promiſed coming 
of this great Perſon was now fulfilled, 
and their longings ſharpened to ſo 
much the greater keennels. 

This fulneſs of time our Lord made 
the Subject of his firſt Sermon, ſaying, 
The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God 
ts at hand : This was ſo notorioully 
known that it made the Jews obſtinate 
even to madneſs in defence of their Ci- 
ty and Temple againſt the Romans; 
yea, it made fo mnch, and ſo loud talk 
in all the Eaſt, that the noiſe reached 
to Rome, and contributed nor a little to 
Veſpaſian*s advancement to the Empire : 
becauſe (faith the Hiſtorian) percrebuir 
ſermo, there was common talk that at 
That time there would ariſe in the 
Eaſt a perſon that ſhould govern the 
' World. 

Such an one had Daniel promiſed, Dan. 
7. 13. There was given him dominion and 
glory, and a kingdom that All nations and 
languages ſhould ſerve him: The Title 


there given him, is no other than the 
Son of Man, which our Saviour oft-times 
a{ſumes to himſelf, which that we may 
underſtand how much it may Import, we 
muſt conſider, that the Jews had ſome 
peculiar idioms, whereof two principal- 
ly did import the eminence of the ſub- 
ject ſpoken of. 

1. They left that indefinite, which 
they would imply to exceed any Defini- 
tion : God do ſo ta me, and more alſo, was 
a curſe which lignified more than any 
expreſſion could define: Therefore I will 
ao This unto thee, and becauſe I will do This 
unto thee, therefore prepare to meet thy God, 
O Iſrael, ſaid the Prophet ; whereby he 
threatned a Judgment,and required anAt- 
tonement Extraordinary and Unexpreſſible. 

If our Title [Son of man] ſeem ng 
ſufficiently accounted for by this idiom, 
and the Prophet DaniePs prophecy; ſome 
other of his characters will, Feh.8.24. He 
ſaith of himfelf, If you believe not that 1 am 
He, you ſhall die in your ſins. The word HE 
is ſufficiently indefinite, but the original 
not having ſomuch as that, is much more 
{o, The Baptiſt ſent two of his diſciples 
toenquire ifhe were 5 *0u&0s The comer, 
or He that ſhall come, and the multitude 
bleſſed him in the ame of the Lord under 
that charaCter. The Meſſia is a Great but 
Indefinitetitle. Anointing was a comple- 
ment of the greateſt kindneſs and honor 
that could be beſtowed on a gueſt; and 
from that office in feſtival receptions, it 
was preferred to a ceremony toward the 
higheft dignities. Prophets, Przeſts, and 
Kirgs were enſeated by it ; and our Lord 
is thereby charaCercd, but indefinitely, 
whethcr Propher,or Pricjt,or King, or All. 

2. Another idiom of advancing any 
thing or perſon, was by entitling it to 
Goa ; thus Rivers of God, Mountains of Goa, 
&c.were the moſt eminent in their kind : 
A1an of God, fignified the moſt excellent 
Prophet ; Kingdem of Goa, the moit ex- 
cellent Government ; and the ſon of God, 
was by Damel mace a character of the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Beauty and Majeſty. For where- 
as by that phraſe he deſcribed the 4h, 
in Nebuchadnezzar's Furnace, We are not 
to imagine that he pretended to have 
ſeen the Son of God, and thereby to know 
who were like him in Garments or Coun- 
tenance ; but that he uſed that phraſe as 
the higheſt expreſſion of extraordinary 


_ Beauty. 


Theſe high characters, the eſſia or 
Chriit, and the Son of Goa, and the Co- 
zer, are given our Lord, ſometimes ſe- 
verally, ſometimes joyntly. St. Paul 
teſtifieth to the Jews, that This Jeſus 
that I preach unto you is the Chriſt ;, St. 
John profeſſeth, theſe things are written 
that you may believe, that Feſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of God : and Martha declareth, 


I believe that thou art the Chri#t, the Son of 


God, that ſhould come into the world. And 
leſt ic might ſeem poſlible that ſome 0- 
ther Perſon might be capable of all theſe, 
however extraordinary eulogies;to exalt 
him above every name that may be named, he 
{tileth himſelf, not only the Soz, but ihe 
Only begotten Son of Gad. 

The other charafters ſpeak an un- 
meaſurable Excellency, and this laſt a 
{i1ngular and incommunicable one : and 
upon this Singularity of his being rhe 
only begotten Son of God, expreſſed by his 
being ansinted before he came into the world, 
we ſhall anon find him prefer himſelf a- 
bove all that were upon leſs accounts 
called Gods. 

Theſe and the like high charaCters 
ſpeak him a Perſon of Supereminent and 
unmeaſurable greatneſs; a Perſon like 
( his emblem) the light, ſo glorious, 
that by our moſt intent view we cannot 
plainly diſcover any thing of it but 
this, That we cannot diſcover. 
this is ſo far from hindering the belief 
which be requireth, that It 1s the very 
reaſon why we are obliged to pay it. 
For as we therefore believe In the light, 
becauſe the ſame brightneſs which daze- 
leth our eyes if we fix them directly up- 
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on its fountain, plainly ſheweth us every 
thing that it ſhineth on ; ſo our Lord, 
whoſe Divinity maketh the Dignity of 
his Perſon unintelligible, is for That 
very reaſon to be believed in with off 
utmoſt confidence. And thus himſelf 
expreſleth, 


Il. What is meart by belicuing in hi: 
Perſon ? For John 12.35. Jeſus ſaid unto 
them, yer a little while is the light with 
you, walk while you have the light, 
While you have the light, believe in the 
light, that ye may be the children of light. 
In which words he platonly declareth, 
that all men are Travellers; what the 
Light is to Travellers, That himſelf 1s 
tothe World ; and therefore what con- 


* fidence the Traveller hath in the Light, 


the ſame muſt we haye in Him. 

Should the Wiſeſt, the Greateſt, yea 
All the men in World, or an Angel from 
Heaven, contradict the Light, the Tra- 
veller would not abate his belief in it : 
ſhould any Authority whatever tell him, 
that is a Tree, which the light telleth 
him isa Stone; {hould they tell him that 
Is a Path, which the light telleth him is 
a River ; ſhould they perſwade him to 
go where the light ſheweth a precipice, 
or that there is no path where the light 
ſheweth a plain one; he would with a 
little variation apply to them all, the 


Authentick rule, Lect the light be true, but 


every man a liar. 

Thus is it, that we are to believe in 
Chrift : for thus Abraham believed in 
Goa, maugre all Difficulties which his 
affetion to 1/aac, and all the Contradi- 
ctions which his reaſon could oppoſe, 
the one againſt his Obedience, the other 
againſt his Confidence. And this is our 
Saviour's claim, ye believe in God, believe 
alſo in Me, 1. e. with the ſame corfi- 
dence. 

Where the importance is unvaluable, 
No care can be too great : we ſhall there- 
fore moſt carefally and diſtin&ly _ 

er 


der, that the light of the Sun may be 
lookt upon two ways, either with Aa 
wary Eye, diligently but obliquely, ob- 
ſerving what it ſheweth by its beam 3 or 
with adire@ Ee, curiouſly viewing and 
enueavouring to. diſcover its Features. 
So our belief in Chriſt may look upon 
him under two reſpects : with refpect 
to the World, as its Saviour ; or witn 
reſpe&t to his Perſon, as the Son of 
Ged. 


t. With reſp: tothe World : Every one 
{zeth the Sun to be its greateſt benefa- 
&tor, bountifuily communicating all. the 
Comforts, yea the very Beings, which 
_ every of its Inhabitants enjoyech. And 
as this bounty is the reaſon of the Sun's 
ſhining, ſe it is no Leſs, yea it is More 
underſtood by the Traveller on his 
Road, than by the Philoſopher in his 
Cell. Thus it 1s with the Sur of Rrigh- 
egeouſneſs : his Title is the Saviour of the 
World, and his Buſineſs is to make good 
his Title, This made him riſe with 
bealing in his wings, and for This reaſon 
he requireth fo to Le belived in, as the 
Sun is by the Traveller, who directeth 
every ſtep by its light. 

Whatever the Capacity or Opinion of 
the Traveller be; whether he be an ili- 
terate Clown, that thinketh the Sun no 
bigger than the Earth; whether he be- 
lieve the Light to be an Accident, or 
Subſtance ; whatever his thoughts be of 
the Nature, Magnitude, Diſtance, &c, 
ſtil] che Sun is his faithful guide, when- 
ever he walks by its light. 

And that this Prectical faith is all that 
our Saviour requireth, ſcemeth plain, as 
by other evidences, ſo. by his own 
words: For when the Jews came about 
bim, and ſaid unto him, How long doſt 
thou make us to dou#t ? if thou be the Chriſt 
cell us plainly; and he in anſwer thereto 
calied God his Father, they took up ſtones ro 
ſtone him, becauſe ( they ſaid ) thou being 


4. aan makeſt thy ſelf God :. he did. not, 


upon ſ> preſſing an occaſion aſſert his 
right, but abating ſo much as exceeded 
their comprehenſion, ſatisfied Himſelf 
( that he might fatishe Them ) with 
what might be ſufficient for their con- 
viction to ſalvation: Is it net written in 
your law ( ſaid he) 1 have ſaid you are 
Gods ? If he called them Gods to whom the 
word of God came, and the Scriptures Ccan- 
not be broken, ſay ye of him whom the fa- 
ther ſanttified and ſent into the World, thor 
blaſphemeſt, becauſe I ſaid I am the Son of 
God? | har he ſpoke this in compliance 
with their Capacity, not their Rage, 
appeareth, becauſe when they would 
not be appeaſed, he eſcaped with plea- 
ſure out of their hands, ſince it was 
ſ\ufficient to their ſalvation, to know 
how and why he came into the World, 
and that ( as his Work, ſo alſo) bis 
Perſon was greater than ever had been 
in it ſince its Creation ; he ſpeaketh no- 
thing of what he bad been from Ecerni- 
ty in Himſelf, but what he was in Rela- 
tion Lo the World, and in Compariſon 
with all other Meſſengers of God to it.. 

To. Them. .( ſaith he ) God ſent his 
word by their Betters, but it is not 
ſeat To Me by my Betters, but By me to 
my [nferiors.; They were ſent into the 
World the common. « ay,and were after- 
ward ſanctified by receiving God's word ; 
but | was Firlt fantified, and afterward 
ſent ;. and if they who were Leſs ex- 
traordinary, were honoured with a 
higher Title, being called Gods; can it 
be blaiphemy 16 me whoam their Supe- 
rior, if I take to my ſelf a meaner 
$ 4 3 Iw 

Thus did he (like Eljah) contract 
himſelf to their dimenſions, requiring 
only ſuch a Meaſure of Faith as was ſvit- 
able to their Underſtanding, and his 
own Deſigns. Were he. not greater 
than Aoſes and all the Prophets, he 
could not have competent Power to ad- 
vance ſuch a Kingdom of God, as muſt 
abrogate Thoſe laws, which were writ- 


LEN: 


ten by God's own hand. It was therefore into ſubjcCtion to his Scepter : Lefs than 
neceſſary he ſhould require. Such a belief this cannot ſerve his Ends, and More 
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in his Perſon, as might bring The world 


than thus ke doth not require. 
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Of Bilief with meer reſpect to the Perſon of Chrift, In- 


quiſztiveneſs concerning his Incarnation cenſured: Fit, 


becauſe Impertinent. 


Il. Ith mere refpeÞ to his Perſon, it 

is no more neceſthary that we 
ſhould underſtand what he is, than it is 
for a Traveller to underſtand the fea- 
tures of the Sun. When the great que- 
tion concerning the Erernity of his God- 
head -firſt embroiled the. World, the 
Emperor Conſtantine, by the moſt eſteem- 
ed of his Biſhops , ſent to t'te' heads of 
the contending Parties an every way gra- 
cious * Letter, perſwading each of them 
to ſilence : wherein we find many Say- 
ings for: Quieting the Diſpute., more 
worth than all that ſince hath been writ- 
ten for Deciding it. We ſhall take no- 
tice of Three. 


1. He condemneth it as a S:/ly que- 
ſtion, fitter for Fools or Children, than 
Prieſts or Wiſe Men. And this he prel\- 
ſeth no leſs than Eight' or. Nine times. 
How juſtly, we may. diſcover in Three 
particulars. | 


I. It 1s Impertinent to our Lord*s Deſign. 
2. It is Pruitleſs to rae Contemplators own 


purpoſe. 3. It is Dangerous. 


I. Ir is Impertinent to our Lord®s Deſign. 
For as the Sun doth not ſhine upon the 
World to gain to-its ſelf a ſmall] reflext- 
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cn of its Iight frem a Jewel,or the praiſe 
of a Philoſopher, or any leſs reaſon, but 
only to Benefit the World ; ſo neither 
did the day-/pring from en higb viſit us for 
any other reaſon , but to b.ing bealing 
mn his Wings. 

Whoever thinks otherwiſe, wut Diſ 
honour him more,and more efiitually De- 
ny his Divinity,. than ever any Heretick 
did : for he muſt ſuppoſe at leaſt ſome 
Proportion, between the Breath of Man 
and the Blood of the Lord. 

The Clown may think the Sun no big- 
ger Lnan. his Buſhel ; but whoever harh 
the leaſt tincture of Aſtronomy, is aſto- 
niſhed at the vaſt diſproportion, where- 
in the whole Ezrth falleth. ſhort of any 
one fixed Star ; and when he further con- 
ſidereth what innumerable multitudes: 
more are diſcovered by the Teleſcope 
to his Eye, and beyond That, to his 
his Reaſon ; upon conſideration of ſuch 
a ſtupendous diſproportion between the: 
Earth and io many Worlds, both ſor 
Greatneſs and Brightneſs ; he cannot 
think ſo highly of its poor inhabitanrs,. 


as to concetve their great Creator ſhonld 


be ſo greedy of a little of their corrupt 
breath , as to purchaſe it with ſuch a. 
fall from Heaven. Bimſelf obſerved to: 
us, that thoſe who exerciſe Authori:y 2-- 
mong Men are called Benefattors: could: 
we. harbor. ſuch. baſe. thoughts of. our- 

Lord, 


Lord, as to degrade him from the dig- 
nity of a BenefaCctor, to the meanneſs of 
a Tradelman, and that, in the Vileſt 
Ware 100, we mult implicitly deny his 
Divinity ; but to {uppole him ſo Unskil- 
ful to his poor trade, as to pay for his 
3aſe Ware, 1. finitely more than its 
worth; this muſt cait no leſs diſhonour 
npon his Wiſdom than his Majeſty. Yet 
this we muſt do, it we think he will 
grant Silvation upon no other terms, 
than a belicf of the Whole truth con- 
cerning, the dignity of his Perſon. For 
this will imply, cither that he Came and 
Sufftered on purpoſe to Purchaſe to him- 
{elf the Honour of ſuch a belief, or 
that he denicth to his faithfvl Servants 
That Benefit, which he came into the 
World on pnrpole to purchaſe for 
them, 

We may do well a little further to 
contider, that That part of Mankind 
vhich our Lord moſt favoureth,arc moſt 
Unable to pay him ſuch a belief. He made 
it matter of thanks that his Father had 
hid the Goſpel from the Wiſe and Prudent, 
and revealed it to Babes; and afterward 
St, James obſerved, that God bad choſen 
the Poor of this World Rich in Faith: Yea, 
when the Baptiſt ſent Two of his Diſci- 
ples to our Lord, asking, art 144 he 
that ſhould come, or do we look for another ? 
our Lord anſwered him not in.One Syl- 
lable, negative or aflirmative , but put 
him to ſpell out the truth by ligns, a- 
mong, which this was the Laſt, ro che 
Poor the Goſpel was Preached: which as it 


was a Completion of Propkecies, ſo was: 


it a Sign of the Mcſſia, equal to his migh- 
ty works. And mult the Poor who were 
the Firſt-born of the Goſpel, whoſe 
Condition our Lord honoured with his 
Birth, as he did their Perlons with his 
Converſation , who in all Parts of the 
World Firſt embraced the Faith, and in 
all Ages make the much greateſt num- 
bers ; muſt They be excluded from the 
benefit of Chriſt's Redemption, only be- 


cauſe by his Providence' they areexclu- 
ded from the Means of underſtanding 
the myſtery of his Incarnation ? They 
may with their humble Simplicity out- 
do the Subtileſt Schoolmen 1n Obedience 
to our I.ords Commands, 5. e. they 
may with Leſs knowledge produce 
More and better fruit: and mult They 
periſh for want of ſuch a belief, as is 
morally Impoſſible for them to ac- 
quire, though they delire and endea- 
vour no leſs to couform their Belief to 
the Doctrins, than their Practices to the 
Commands of their Saviour ? 

That Such a conceit is no leſs contrary 
to the belicf of the Firſt Preachers and 
Believers of the Goſpel, than it isto the 
firſt Diftates of Reaſo:2 and Religion, no 
enquirer can be unſatished. St. Par find- 
ding Diſciples at Epheſus that had ror ſo 
much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Gho#t., but had only been baptized 'nro 
Fobn's Baptiſm, 'told them no more of 
Chriſt but this, that Johnzndred baptized 
with the baptiſm of repentance , ſaying unto 
the people, that they ſhould believe on him 
that ſhould come after him , 1. &- on feſus 
Chriſt ; when they heard this, they were 
b aptiz.ed in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
And whtn Paul bad laid his hands upon 
them , the Holy Ghoſt came upowt them , 
and they ſpaks with tongues and ppplcſcd 
When the Ethiopian Eunuch delieved, 
that Jeſus Chri#t 1s the ſon of God , of 
whom [Iſaiah propheſied ; Philip imme- 
diately. admitted him to Baptiſm. At 
one 'Sermon Three -Thouſand became 
Dilciples ? can any man imagine that 
they underſtood the whole Myſtery of 
the Incarnation ? 

In the next ſucceeding ages, as the 
Goſpel ſpread farther over the World, 
ſo did the Curioſity of Doors improve 
in explaining its myiter!, and their Zeal 
in preſſing, thoſe Expiications upon the 
belief of Diſciples : Yet in Faſtin /Mavtyr's 
tinie, though they ihemſelves belicyed 
the Godhead of Chriſt, they did not ſo 
Impolſe 
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1mpoſe this belief upon All Diſciples, as 
to deny Them to be Chriſtians, who 
did not come up to it. This 1s plain 
by the words 'of that Father to * Try- 
phon the Jew : Though (ſaith he) TI ſhall 
not prove that Chrift is God otherwiſe, than 
by proving that This is the Chriſt, and 
that it was foretold that he ſhould be ſuch ;, 
yet it will be juſt that thou ſhouldeſt believe 
me to be deceived in That one point, and 
not deny that this is the Chriſt, though 
he ſeem to br a man born of men, and ſaid 
to be choſen to be Chriſt : For there are 
ſome (my friends) among 1s, who profeſs 
him tobe the Chriſt, and affirm him to be 
man born of men, with whom indeed I do 
not agree ; nor will many ſpeak fo, who are 
of the ſame opinion with me. By which 


words it is plain, that however the 


belief of Chriſt's Godhead was then moſt 
Generally received, yet were not the O- 
therwiſe minded excluded from the be- 
nefit of his redemption as Unbelievers, 
Such was the Faith, and ſuch the 
Charity of the beſt Chriſtians, before 
Proſperity had made them wanton, and 
Diſputacity fierce. But now that the 
queſtion hath coſt ſo much Pains, Con- 
tention and Blood, it hath gotten a 
new value, not from any new intrin- 


 fick Worth, but from the Price which 


it hath coſt. This is the only reaſon 
of the value of diamonds, and This 
queſtion is like them, Coſtly, Hard and 
Uſeleſs; and to moſt eyes, as bright too. 
For it ſeemeth that the Honor due to our 
Lord's perſon, muſt impart a ſuitable 
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value to every Qiteſtion wherein it is 
concerned ; and then it will follow, that 
we cannot Slight this Great ene, without 
ſome NegleCt or Contempt of our Lord 
himſelf. 

But on the contrary, the worth of a 
Propoſition lieth not in its Aarrer, but its 
Form; not in its Terms, but their Cor- 
nexion; and if This be unworthy of 
Thoſe, the Propoſition is ſo far from bc- 
ing the more to be valucd for the digni- 
ty of its Terms, that it is to be Deipiſed 
and perhaps, Condemned for Debaling 
them, by a Poſition unworthy of them. 
Tho? it be not Reaſonable, yet its voſli- 
ble, to make a pin of gold ; in ſuch a caſe, 
it will not be an undervalument to the 
Metal, to ſay, that ſuch a pins point is 
nothing worth, becauſe it hath very Lit- 
tle of the Metal, and nothing of Service- 
ableneſs in itz but we muſt juſtly cen- 
ſure him, that ſhould put that Sofr,, Noble 
meta], to an office fit only for a Baſer and 
Harder one. It 1s not the Matter, but 
the Point of this queſtion which is now 
under conſideration, and we do not Diſ- 
regard, but Honour our Lord's perſon, 
when we cenſure a diſpute which em- 
ployeth it in boys-play. 

Such was the judgment (we ſec) of the 
great Conſtantine, when the game was 
firſt ſet on foot ; and ſuch afterward was 
that of Leonas, ſent by Conſtantins, to 
moderate in the Council of Sclexcia, who 
finding the Biſhops Fierce and endleſs at 
this puſhpin, diſmiſſed them with this juſt 
reprimand, * Go, and play the fools at 


home. 


* Socrat. lib, 2. Cap. 32. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


It is F ruitleſs towards the Inquirers own Satts fatticn. 


Il. Second Evidence of the folly of fatisfa&tion ; This is preſſed by the good 


ſuch an Enquiry is this, That it 


Emperor in theſe words, How fem are 


Is Fruitleſs toward the Queſtioniſts own there that can exattly enough diſcern, or 


Wo) thily , 


worthily enough expreſs the force of matters 
ſo weighty and abſtruſe ? Or if there be any 
" that beliewith he can fo av, how few are 
there among tone multitude, whom he can 
erable to underſtand it ? And this is lively 
repreſented in our Lord's Emblem - 
The brightneſs of rhe Sun, which ro the 
Traveller piainly ſheweth his way ; but 
if look'd upon with a fixed and ſteddy 
view, endeavouring to diſcover the fea- 
tures of his Face, will ſhew nothing bur 
the weakneſs of the gazers . eyes; 
which now it will not Inſftruft but Da- 
zle;z and the Light of the Goſpel ro 
a faithful believer, ſheweth ſo much 
of our Lord's Perſon, as muſt make 
vs tiuſt in his Words concerning the 
way to Salvation; but if we will needs 
erquire into the Myſteries of his Divi- 
nity and Incarnation, we ſhall find our 
underftandings no leſs confounded by 
the brightneſs of the Myſtery, than our 
eyes are by that of the Sun. And of 
this the Holy Ghoſt ſeemeth to warn us, 
not only by a careful Silence concerning 
our Lord's Genealogy, but by expreſs 
types and propnecies concerning it's 
Inicrutability. 

This was fo known a Charatter of 
the Meſlia, that the Jews, thence deri- 
ved an Objection, We know this man 
whence be is : but when Criſt cometh no 
man kaoweth wh nce heis: He ts a Prieſt for 
ever after the o-der of Melchiſedec, of 
whom it 1s induiſtriouſly obſerved, that 
he was without fath:r, without mother, 
and withour deſcent. Fwo Evangeliſts 
trace his ( our Lord's) Genealogy : 
but as they deriye it not from his Real, 
but Suppoſed Father; fo do they take 
two. ſeveral ways, not to Satisfy, bur 
Amuſe us- What is this but to admonitſh 
us wes Curioſity ? The pedigree of 
his Fleſh might eaſily have been , either 


Cleared, or Unmentioned. Had the E- 
vangeliſts been wholly ſilent concerning 


it, we had leſs wondered : but that they 
ſhould profeſs to InſtruC&t-us, yet doubly 
Diſzppoint vs ; firſt by deriving it from 
a wrong father, and then by diſtracting 
us between two ways ; what 1s this, but 
to verify the Prophets deſcription of 
the Meſha, woo ſhall declare hes generation? 
And wheat doth this fo careful conceal- 
ment of his generation according to his 
Humagce nature ſignify more plainly, than 
a warning againlt ſearching after the e- 
ternal generation of his Divinity? If it 
were Needleſs ( and therefore left Im- 
poſſible) to prove him derived from Da- 
vid, which was one of his moſt Revealed 
characters ; how can it be otherwiſe, to 
underſtand That Generation of his, 
which muſt needs be ſo much the more 
above our underitanding, as the Nature 
of God is above our own ? 

But licouriſhneſs after forbidden Fruit, 
is the Original fin whereof all the Sons 
of Eve ere guilty, and the Chriſtian 
World hath been a greater example 


both of the Sin and the Puniſhment. * 


For as ſoon as the Emperor became a 
Nurſing Father, Teaching, Fathers grew 
wanton. And the Biſhop of Alexandria 
boldly anſwered the Prophets queſtion, 
I will declare his generation; but he did 
it in fuch nice manner, that Aris a 
Presbyter cavelld ar It as contradiCti- 
ous : and while either of them was te- 
nacious of his own aſlertion, all the 
Eaſtern Churches were embroiled with 
fierce contentions. To quench this fire 
the good Emperor ſent to the heads of 
the contending parties his abovementio- 
ned letter, which not avatling he con- 
vened a general Council at Vice, of all 
the Biſhops of the Empire, who juſtifi- 
ed the Biſhop and excommunicated the 
Presbyter, who afterward exhibited a 
confeſſion of his faith to the Emperor, 
who glad to find it conſonant to the 
Nicene, ſent it to a Council then —_ 
le 


bled at Hieruſalem,That Council approved of 
it, and ſent their approbatory letters, borh to 
the Emperor and the Biſhop ot Alexandria, 
whom thereupon the Emperor required to ad- 
mit Arizs to Communion. Bur the Biſhop 
anſwered, that Arius was excommunicated 
by a General Council, and may not be re- 
ſtored by any leſs Authority. And that the 
Diſobedience might appear Neceſſary, an im- 
portant word is found wanting in Arius's 
confeſſion. And that word is now made mat- 
ter both of Condemnation againſt Aris who 
omitted it in his confeſſion, and of Diſputes 
among the Biſhops , who ſubſcribed the 1V;- 
cene. 

For thus ſpeaks one of the moſt partial Hi- 
ſtorians, Socr, l. 2. c.18, As we plainly find 
by ſeveral Epiſtles which after the Council Bi- 
ſhops wrote to one another , the word [Con- 
ſubſtantial] grievouſly troubled ſome of their 
minds : in ſifting whereof while they ſpent 
much time and pains . and too nicely endea- 
vouring to deſcribe its force, they raiſed among 
themſelves an inteſtine war,aud what they did, 
differed nothing from fighting in the dark; For 
they ſeemed not at all to underſtand why they 
railed at each other, A hundred and fifty 
years had this blind diſpute raged,and art laſt 
was Determined as Blindly as it had been 
managed, For the Emperor Theodofius, find- 
ing Conftantine's way unſucceſsful, becauſe 
the zeal of neither party would admir of Si- 
lence or Toleration ; took another courſe, 
by Silencing the One , and Authoriſing the 
Other : So he forbid all men to contradict 
what was taught by the Biſhops of Rome 
and Alexandria, 

Thus was the Knot cut which would not be 
untyed: Yet are we not even thus D:ſentan- 
gled. For later Ages, diſputing the queſtion 
inthe Schools with lef- Hear, bur more Sub- 
tility, have determined the queſtion quite 
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otherwiſe than Athanaſins had done; For 
thus faith Athanaſius in his Dialogue of this 
Subject : The divine nature # common to Fas 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the buman na- 
ture is common to Peter, Fames , and Fobn, 
And when the Adverſary objects, that then 
Father, Son , and Holy Ghoſt muſt be Three 
Gods, as Peter, Fames, and Fuhn are Three 
mem : He denieth that Peter , James and 
Fobn are Three men if they be of one Mind, 
becauſe then they are one in the Lord: But a 
Heathen, a few, and a Chriſtian , are three 
men, becauſe of three minds. And with a 
nearer reſemblance he addeth, ihe Father,Som, 
and H.G. are as Biſhop, Prieſt, and Deacon ; 
but Biſhop, Prieſ#, and Deacon are 9807, 
therefore ſo are Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Athan. dial, de trinit, | 
And might not a Heathen at this rate ju- 


 flifie Polytheiſm, provided his Gods diſ- 


agreed not among themſelves? The 
School-men therefore will not ſtand to 
this ftate of the queſtion, but diſtioguiſh 
between Perſon and ſuppoſitum rationale ; 
which (yet) they cannot ſo do as to fatisfie 
themſelves, and therefore ſhelter themſelves 
in their impregnable fort, A4yfery , and 
thence thunder upon the adverſaries both of 
This and of another no leſs beloved Ady- 
ftery : For they make this their cock-argu- 
ment for Tranſubſtantiati-n ;, That fince the 
Scripture 1s 10 leſs expreſs for the One than 
the Orher, and the Contravictions no leſs 
oroſs in the One than in the Other, there- 
tore we mult embrace the one as well as 

the other. | 
To this Objection of the Romaniſts, and 
to others of the Unicaries, we have tound an 
Anſwer, that we muſt not infer from our 
Own Nature to God's ; for that Ours is Fi- 
nite, and God's is Irfinite ; Three Perſons 
among us are Three Mcn-, becauſe they 
E agree 
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apree in one Common Nature ; but the Di- 
vine Nature is not a Common one, but a Sin- 
gular ; and therefore Three Perſons do not 
make Three Gods. If you underſtand not 
this, you muſt not Wonder; or at leaſt, you 
mult not Gainſay it : For it is a Myſtery, 
which Reaſon may not pretend to fathom. 

Why, if it be a 2.ſtery, and mult ſtill be 
ſo, to what purpoſe do we Enquire 1nto it, 
or Diſpute concerning 1t ? 

The General that marched his Army a 
whole dark night, and in the morning found 
himſelf in the ſame place whence ve marched, 
would never have fo haraſſed Himſelf and 
Them, had he known he ſhould have gotten 
nothing but ſweat and dirt by his pains. And 
if we know we muſt at laſt lie down 1n the 
ſame diffatisfattion, which the very name of 
a Myſtery importeth, why ſhould we not do 
it rather Without toyl than Aſter it? To 
difpute concerning a /4yſtery , and at the 
ſame time confeſs it a Myſtery, 1s a contrad:- 
Qtion as great as any in the greateſt Myſeery. 

That it was a Myſtery to thoſe very Coun- 
cils which determined it, may appear,not on- 
ly from the various Confeſſions made by fe- 
veral Council, (whereot Socrates reckoneth 
no leſs than Nine,) or the Contrary determi- 
nations of ſeveral counter councils, (who 
condemned each others as the Emperors chan- 
ced to influence them,) but by the wavering 
of the very ſame Counci] : For that of Sir- 
mium framed two or three, one whereof the 
would fain have reneged, and laboured all 
their poſſible to call in all its Copies, 

Myſteries are ſeldom barren, nor hath this 
been ſo. This hath not indeed been fo fruitful 
as That of Tranſubſtantiarion, but it hath 


# brought forth Sufficient , and more than the 
© beſt underſtanding can well maintain. If 
| Keen cannot comprehend how there can be 

ree Perſons in the ſame Individual Nature ; 
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no more can it, how the ſame Individual 
Perſon can have T'wo Natures, and thoſe fo 
uncqual as the Human and Divine, To avoid 
thiz, there can be but two ways imaginable 
in Reaſon : either Chriſt muſt be T'wo Per- 
ſons, becauſe he hath two ſuch different Na- 
tures; or He muſt have but One Nature, 
becauſe he 1s but One Perſon : And either of 
of theſe had its advocate, 

That IVeftorins aflerted two Perſons in 
Chriſt, if it appear not by his expreſs words, 
1s inferred from his exception againſt the 
Bleſſed Virgins Eulogy, He faid ſhe ought 
not to be ſtiled Mother of God, and This rai- 
ſed D:flentions over all the Eaſtern Churches, 
fo like thoſe that were begotten upon the mo+ 
ther 2yſery, that anather Hiſtorian de ſcri- 
beth them in the very ſame words : Mew 
fought as in the dark, now one way , and then 
another; and what they aſſerted they imme- 
diately denied, To determine the diſpute, a 
Council 1s called, which condemneth Nefto- 
rins ; Who thereupon was himſelf quiet, but 
could not make the queſtion ſo, 

Eutyches on the other hand aflerted, that 
the Divine Nature ſwallowed vp the Human 
fo thar, however they had been 'T'wo Before 
conjunction, yet Afterward they were but 
One, This alſo made great ſtirs ; a Provin- 
cial council at C.P, deprived him, then a 
more genera] one at Epheſus reſtored him,and 
deprived the Biſhop of C, P.Then Leo Biſhop 
of Rome, whoſe Letters had been ſlighted by 
the Counci] of Epheſus, obtains of the Empe-. 
ror a General Council at Calcedon : There 
Dioſcorus, that had been Preſident of the for- 
mer Council, is accuſed of divers uncanonical 
Proceedings; and that he m:ght be baited as 
an Heretick , the Epiſtle of Leo Biſhop of 
Rome, and another of Cyril, Predeceflor to 
Dioſcorus in the See of Alexandria, were read ; 
which done,the Biſhops in Council cried our, 
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This s the faith of the Fathers , This is the 
faith of the Apoſtles, We all believe ſo , the 
Orthodcx believe ſo, Anathema to them that 
Ao not believe ſo ; Peter hath declared ſo by Leo, 
the Apoſtles taught ſo , Leo piouſly and truly 
hath taught ſo; Th is the faith of Archbiſh Þ 
Lea, Pope Leo believeth ſo, Leo and Cyril be- 
liewt ſo, &c. And when at the receſs, the que- 
ſtion was to be cleared, it was propoſed 1n this 
torm; viz, Whether do you agree with Dioſcc- 
rus, who ſaith, that Chriſt conſiſteth of two 
Natures ; or with {.eo, who ſaith there are two 
Natures in Chriſt ? they cried, they believed 
Leo, and beld for Eutychians all that contradi- 
Hed them. "The very queſtion in uts terms 
was a Myſtery , but the bottom was Clear : 
Dioſcorus had {lighted the authority of the 
Biſhop of Rome , and the Councils buſineſs 
was more to advance that See above all 
Churches,by vindicating its authority againſt 
Dioſcorus, than to afſcrt the truth againſt Eu- 
tzches ; and they were jointly provided for 
in the ſentence, which ſaith, —T herefore the 
moſt holy and moſt blifſed Archbiſhop of the 
great and ancient Rome, Leo, by us and the 
preſent Council, and the bleſſed and ever to be 
praiſed Peter, who us the rock and baſe of the 
Catholick Charch,and foundation of the Ortho- 
dox Faith, hath deprived him (Dioſcorus) ef 
all Epiſcopal Dignity , and utterly abdicated 
him from all Sacerdotal miniſtery. Yet did not 
ſo Pontifical a Sentence fright the Emperor 
Baſiliſcus, ſo as to. hinder him from writing 
a Circulatory Letter! wherein he condemned 
this decifion of, Leo , and all the acts of this 
Council of Cakedon , requiring them to be 
burnt wherever met with : nor any of the' 
B.ſhops of Af, either from ſubſcribing That 
Letter of the Emperor's, or ſending to him 
Another of their own, wherem they prayed 
him, not to ſend any other contrary to it ; other- 
wiſe the world would be overthrown by Sedi- 
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tion , That Council of Calcedon having occa- 
fioned infinite bloodſhed. 

After this, when the Emperor Heraclius 
endeavoured to perſwade Catholicas to be- 
lieve (as hirhſelf did) that Chriſt had two 
Natures, and was by him asked, whether 
he had alſo wo Wills, and two Afions ; puz- 
zeled at ſo ſurprizing a queſtion, he ſent it to 
the Patriarch of C, P. who anſwered it nega- 
tively : but the Biſhop of Hieruſalem conve- 
ned his Suffragans , and demonſtrated, that 
thoſe who believe but One 11, muſt believe 
but One ature; and then the Emperor pub- 


liſhed an Edit, that men muſt not aſſert either 
that there is One or Two Wills and Afﬀions in 


Chriſf, But his Grandſon called a Council 
which aſſerted Two Wlls, and anathemartized 
them who aſſerted but One. 

Yet after this again , the great Emperor 
Fuſtinian began to compe! the Biſhops to con- 
teſs, that the body of Chriſt was not capable of 
any ſuffering or change; and had not death 
prevented the accompliſhment of his defign, 
he had not only Reſtored the Eutychian He- 
reſy, bur Outdone ir. 

Thus have we pointed (and only poin- 
ted) at ſome of the Many intangling Que- 
ſtions, which puzz:kd and divided the ſubti- 


left wits of ſeveral Ages, and were at laſt de- {. 


cided by no other Evidence, but of Imperial 
and Papal Authority ; ſufficient to Silence 
diſputes, but not to Stabliſh truth. And who 
1s he that 1s not diſcouraged from piving a 
Confident aſſent to what is this way obtruded 
upon his belief; or ſearching into thoſe My- 
ſteries, that have fo confounded the preateſt 
Clerks ? Who can penetrate into ſuch Hyper- 
mctaphy ical Niceties, or reconcile ſuch oppo- 
fit Aﬀſertions ? Who can moderate between 


the Patrons and Adverſaries of Conſubſtantia- _ 


lity,then between its Patrons Themſclves,and 
then again between its Firſt Patrons and the 
E 2 School- 
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Schoolmen ? Between the Orthodox and the 
Neftorians, on one fide, and Eutychians on 
the other ? 

We have beforc proved ſuch a work Need- 
leſs to ſaving Faith, becauſe the Poor, z. e. the 
Greateſt and (perhaps the.) Beſt part of the 
world may be tzved without it ; and now we 
find it Impoflible to be accompliſhed by the 
ercateſt Clerks, becauſe the more they Search 
into it, the more they are Confounded : And 
if Authority muſt at laſt determine it, what 
better than that of the Great Conftantine, 
which doth not give Approbation to Either 
of the Sides , bur cenſureth Both , not of 


Error, but of Folly. 


Chap. IX. It 1s Dangerous. 


HI, Third evidence of the folly of ſuch 
an Enquiry 1s this, that it 15 Dan- 
gerous. He thar looketh upon the face of the 
Sun with a fixt eye, loſeth more than his 
Labour : for he hurteth his Eye ; and Story 
.Fpeaks of ſome , that quite loſt their fight by 
it, He that pryeth into the Myſtery , will be 
oppreſſed with the ghiry, is a known Aphoriſm ; 
he that-boldly afferteth any thing concerning 
it, runneth himſelf upon Danger, fo much 
Greater, by how much Higher the Matter 
of the queſtion is, and by how much Grea- 
ter the Difficulry is of keeping right, without 
making a wrong ſtep, 
The good Emperor in his abovementioned 
Letter, gave good warning of this double 
danger, We ought to refrain our ſelves from 
falking , left when We cannot ſufficiently ex- 
plain the Dueftion, or our Hearers cannot ſuff;- 
ciemly underſtand our Meaning : either way 
3he people be driven upon a neceſſity of Blaſphe- 
my or Content10n. T3 
The Danger is double, Firſt, Leſt the 
Height of the. Queſtion run us into Blaſphe- 
my z; and then,, leftthe Difficulty of it run us 
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into Error: we ſay nothing of the Danper 
of loling Charity by contention, That being 
too ſeniibly proved by Experience. 

I. There 1s danzer of Blaſphemy : for tho 
the Queſtion appear Silly upon the rwo ac- 
counts now mentioned, yet is the Deciſion 
Formidable, becauſe of the concern which our 
Lord's perſon hath in it. Soon after the Coun- 
cil of Nice had determined it , the Biſhops be- 
gan to diſagree among themſelves while they 
roo curiouſly examined the word oo; ® for 
one fide thought that thoſe who uſed that word 
ſpake Blaſphemy, as thinking the Son to have 
20 ſubſtance of his 6wn; and the other fide ac- 
cuſed thoſe who thought otherwiſe, and hated 
them as Heathens, becauſe they brought in the 
worſhip of Many Gods, Oa either tide, the 
fall is dreadfu], and if we be fo fool-bardy as 
to adventure our ſelves upon ſo Dangerous a 
Precipice, what Commiſſion have we to ex- 
poſe our Lord's Honour,or our Brother*s Soul 
to the hazard? If the bold enquirer Eſcape 
the danger of Error at Laſt, he is already 


fallen into a great one, by ſo mean an opt = 


non of our Lord's Perſon, as to think it Com- 
prehenſible. 

We ſometimes ſee Children in meer Sport 
and Bravery walk on the top of high and nar- 
row Walls, and This we allow as pardonable 
to their green underftandings ; but in a full 
grown man , we ſhould cenſure the Folly 


equal to the Danger $; and both the one and + 


the other ſo much greater, by how much the 
Wall were both Higher and Narrower : 
What then muſt we jucge of thoſe , that 
adyenture- upon the double danger , of Er- 
ror from the Abſtruſeneſs of the queſtion, and 
Blaſphemy from the Height of it? Either 
party chargeth the other with no leſs than 
Blaſphemy ; and he that will adventure kim- 
ſelf in. ſuch a Controverſy, had need of a 
ſteddy: head, and'firm footing, Bur, 
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2. This is a ſecond danger, that we have 
1 firm ground to go upon, How Unſound all 
Tcooicks are,we need no other evidence but 
this,chat ail are challeng'd by either party with 
equal aſſurance.Scriptures the Arians capt with 
the Orthodox. Antiquity, they ever claimed 
with the ſame confidence.Councils,determined 
ſometimes on one fide, and ſometimes on the 
other, as the Emperors chanced to influence 
them. The only advantage of the Catholicks, 
is long Poſſefſion,and that,after Sentence, This 
may ſaffice ro filence the adverſe fide, bur 
hardly to ſatisfie eirher the one or the other, 
if thoſe Hiſtorians may be truſted, whoſe pro- 
fefſed partiality to the prevailing fide, bath 
preſerved their works from Time and the Em- 


peror's Edit, They have indeed fo handled 


matters,as to hide much, and varniſh all ; yet 
even ſo, we may pick ouc enough to juſtifie 
an appeal, by obſerving how that Poſleſlion 
was firſt obtained, then continued, and at 
laft ſettled. 

1, The Controverſie was f:rſ# decided by 
the great Council of Nice, whoſe Decree there- 
in hath ever been eſteemed equal to Scrip- 
ture,cven by thoſe who in other things reneg 
its Authority, Yer in this, rather than any o- 
ther ſubje& may we wave it,upon a ſufficient 
reaſon offered us by another Counci), which 
confirmed both that Council of Vice and A- 
rizs*s Confteflion.For that of Antioch in their 
Letters to every City juſtifie themſelves in 


.; theſe words, * Je do wot follow Aris, but re- 
' ceive him when be cometh to us ; for how can 
it be ſaid that we who are Biſhops, follow A- 


rius who is but @ Pretbyter ? If this have any 
ſence, it muſt be of as good force at Nice 
as at Antioch; and thereby, we may judge 
of the Sentence, which firſt determi- 
ned the controverlie, not by the Merit 
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of the cauſe, but Intereſt of the parties, 

2. The Progreſs of the Controverſie was 
of the ſfarne piece, For when Arias, after his 
Condemnation, exhibited ſuch a confeſſion of 
his Faith, as fatished both the Emporor and 
the Counci], then fitting at Hieruſalem ; and 
came with Letters from both, to his Biſhop 
to be reſtored 3 his Biſhop refuſed it, ſaying, 
that it was mot lawful to reſtore one that was 
excommunicated by the whole Church ; the 
Emperor angry at the affront, ſendeth his 
mandatory Letrer, threatning to.deprive him 
if he diſobeyed : And now the Controverlie 
was tranſplanted, from Biſhop againſt Presby- 
ter, to Eccleſiaſtick Authority againſt Secular. 
For though a pretence was found, to cavil at 
the want of an important word*.in Arins's 
confefJion, yet that this was no better than a 
mere pretence,appears, becauſe many who had 
ſubſcribed the Decree of the Council of Nice, 
ſeconded the Emperor againſt Athanaſins, 
whom a Council at Tyre condemned, and the 


Emperor Baniſhed to Treves, where he re- 


mained during the Emperor's Life. 

After whoſe death the Emperor Conſt an- 
tine ſent him back to his Biſhoprick, alledg- 
ng that his Father intended ir, had not death 
prevented him, After the death of this Empe- 


ror, Conſtantins again baniſhed him, and he . 


fled to the Biſhop of Rowe, who recommend- 
ed him to Conyſtans Emperor of the Weſt, who 
ſo eſpouſed him and his cauſe, and wrote fo 
efteually in his behalf to his Brother Cer- 
ſtantins, as to require him upon pain of a 
War to reſtore him. 

Conſtantins for peace's fake complied, and 
after the death of both of kisBrethren,Patrons 
of Athanaſins, upon ſentence of a Council at 
Antioch, Ceprived him ; he fleeth 22aur 
Rome, whoſe Biſhop again embraceth him, 
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not only as a Champion of Eccleſiaſtical Pow:- 
er againſt Secular, but as an opportune occa- 
fion of advancing the Rowan See above all 
other Chriſtian Churches. For by his Pontihcal 
Letters he commanded the Biſhops of the 
Eft, at a day by himſelf named, to ſend their 
Deputies to give him account of their pro- 
ceedings againſt 4:ihanaſizs and his party, 
threatning to deprive them, if they afted any 
more in ſuch manner, The Eaſtern B ſhops 
ſcoffed at ſuch his Letters, and in a Council 


at Sardis excommunicated him for commu- 


nicating with thoſe whom themſelves had 
excommunicated ; and the Weſtern Bifhops 
in requital excommunicated the Eaſtern ; ſo 
from a controverſic bztween Eccletaftical and 
Secular Authority, roſe an immortal Schiſm 
between the VYeftern and Eaſtern Churches ; 
the latter whereof,though they agreed in op- 
poſition to the Ulurpations of the See of 
| Rome, yet grievouſly contended among them- 
ſelves in That queſtion which was the Mo- 
ther of all Contentions. 

After one hundred and fifty years ſtrug- 
gling, the Emperor had this account given 
him (2), That the Weſtern Churches were 
kept quiet, but the Eaſtern were full of tu- 
mult. If we examine the Reaſon of the For- 
mer part of the aſſertion, and the Truth of 
the Latter, we find, that the VYeftern Biſhops 
were caſicr to be led by the great Biſhop of 
'” Rome, not only by reaſon of the Greatneſs 
" of Wis City, but by reaſon of the Smalneſs vf 
their own Underſtandings ; which were ſuch, 
that at the Council of Ariminum, the great- 
eſt of all for number, they were circumvented 
by the Subtiler Greeks, and that fo groſly 
{ faith the (b) Hiſtorian, ) that when it was 
propoſed, whether they would worſhip Chriſt 
or 90am, they ghied they believed not in bo- 
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moouſium, but Chriſt, As for the Later part of l 


the afſertion, thi ſame Hiſtorian, ca, 2. ſays, 
that the Arians had all the Erſtern Churches 
except that of Hieruſalem. 

. The long and miſchievous controver- 
fie was at laſt Settled by Theod?ſizs ; who ha- 
ving received his Inſtructions and Baptiſm 
from a Conſubſtantialift, required all his Sub- 
j<s to conform to That Religion, which Pe- 
ter tbe Prince of the Apoſtles from the begin- 
ning had delivered to the Romans, and which 
at That time Damaſus Biſhop of Rome and Pe- 
ter Biſhop of Alexandria held: and That 
Church only ſhould be efteemed Catholick which 
worſhipped the Divine Trinity with equal Ho- 
nour, and thoſe who held the other, ſhould be 
called Hereticks, made infamous and puniſh- 
ed. 

This we may therefore call Setling the 
controverlie, becauſe thenceforth all ſuccced- 
ing Emperors and Biſhops, wrote after this 
Copy ; and both the parties have ever worn 
thoſe Titles, which the Emperor by his Im- 
perial Power ( as the unqueſtionable Foun- 
tain of Honour ) was pleaſed to beſtow up- 
on them, 

B: hold now the ground, on which one of 
our Fundamental Articles of Faith is Built! 
Behoid the juſtice of That plea, which from 
ſuch a poſſeſſion would preſcribe to our Be- 
liet ! We have traced it from its fpring,with 
no worſe intent than to appeal from the great 
Theodofins, who put it Above diſpute, to the 
greater Conſtantine,who put it Below diſpute ; 
and to filence the clamour of Hereſie againſt 
One party, by ſilencing the whole Contro- 
verſie in Both, 

And certainly, whoever ſhall carefully ob- 
ſerve, how the now ſtabliſhed DoGtrine was 
from firſt to laſt advanced by groſs partiality 
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of the moſt guilty kind, and at laſt impoſed 
by a Novice Emperor, upon Implicit Faith 
in two Biſhops, of whoſe Sees the One 
brought it into the World, and the Other 
maintained it, and a ncw coined Tradition 
lately obtruded by the guiltier of thoſe Sees, 
but Unpleaded, becauſe Unheard of, in thoſe 
former Long and Miſerable times, which it 
Might and Ought to have delivered from 
the convulſions they ſuffered : Whoever I 
ſay ſhall carefully obſerve this, and withal, 
what foul tricks the Church of Rowe uſed in 
the Weſt, and with what ill ſucceſs in the 
Eaſt, whoſe Churches did at laſt more uni- 
verſally embrace Aris opinion than at firſt 
they condemned it ; may be tempted tonum- 
ber the Athanaſian among the Roman Do- 
Arines, and cannot but think it-fairly dealt 
with, if ( its boaſted poſſeſſion pardoned 
it be left upon the ſame level with the 4rian 
equally unworthy, not only of our Faith, 
but of our Study, 

If further we conſider ( what the Hiſtori- 
an expreſ]y declareth )) that at theriſe of this 
controver{i*, moſt of the Biſhops underſtood 
not its meaning ; we cannot think it neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation, that every private Chriſtian 
ſhould believe That as an Article of Faith, 
which the beſt Ages of the Church thought 
not worth knowing. | 

And if Biſhop Alexander himſelf, the firſt 
Author of the Nicety, and Head of the party, 
thought fit to tolerate the oppoſite Arians (as 
the ſame Hiſtorians aver,) we can ill pretend 
ro Charity, if we allow them no Title to 
Gods Pardon, or his Churches Communion, 

And more or leſs than this we pretend not: 
we retort not T heodoſizs*s ſentence of Heretie, 
Infamy, or Puniſhment ; we accuſe none bur 


the Uncharitable of either ſ1de; nor mention 
Blaſphemy, but only to perſwade Silence, as 
the ſecureſt way ta eſcape it ; or Herefie, but 
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only as a warning to Herd with the Primitive 
Chriſtians and Martyrs, who deparred chis 
Worid before this unhappy queſtion came 
into it, and are ſaved Withour Diſpute, 

The Athanaſiansabhor Polytheiſm no l<fs 
than do the 4r:ans : If their Poſitions ſeem tb 
infer it, they deny the Conſequence ; if this 
contradict the rules of Reaſoning, they avow 
it, for they allow Reaſon no hearing in 14y/- 
teries of Faith, If this make them Herericks, 
it1s not in Religion, but in Logick 

Oa the other fide, the 1rians profeſs to 
believe of Chriſt whatever himſelt or his A» 
poſtles have ſpoken z and where one expreſſt- 
on in Scripture ſeemeth to contradict ano- 
ther, they take ſuch a courſe to reconcile 
them, as the Laws: and Cuſtorns of all the 
World direct, Iris very frea!:2nt for Rhe- 
torick'to Exceed, bur never to Diminiſh the 
Grammatical charaCter of a p<rion; whoſe ha- 
nour the writer profeifeth to advance ; and 
upon this account they think it more reaſor-- 
able, thar thoſe expreſſions which exaft our 
Saviours Perſon to an Equality with- the Fa. 
ther, ſhould ſtoop to thoſe which ſpeak him 
Iiferior ; than, that thoſe which ſpeak him 
Inferior, ſhould be Strained up to thoſe which 
ſpeak him Equal : And however, this is the 
Safer way, fince it will lead us to ſuch a be- 
lief as will Suihce for That end; for- whoſe . 
ſake alone Belief it (elf ts required: - 

He that ſo believeth in Chriſt, as the T'ra= . 
veller doth in the Eight, that with confidence 
in his Promiſes ordereth every ſtep by the di- 
rection of his Precepts, knowing that no Oc« 
dinary, much more no Wiſe and Good man, 
will condemn thoſe Means as inſufficient, 
which eft<&t the End for whoſe ſake they are 
Prefcribed ; will not doubr, but his diligence 
in his gracious Lord's Service will obtain his 
Pardon for any fincere error, though it fall - 

ſhort of full payment of Due honour to his - 
Perſon 5 
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Perſon ; yes, he will believe, that to think 
otherwiſe, were an error more Unpardon:vle, 
becauſe more D:ſhonourable, to T'nat Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, which make his chief cha- 
raCter, 

Yea, if from his Clemency in Pardoning, 
we turn to his Juſtice in Puniſhing ; either 
party may .in That Court plead for Juſtihca- 
ci0n, s 

This is the ſum of the Promiſes given by 
our Lord to ſuch as believe in him. He that 
ſo believeth in Him as the Traveller doth in 
the Light, ſhall in the end as certainly attain 
Ecernal Life, as the Traveller doth his Jour- 
neysend; though concerning our Lord's Per- 
fon he may be as much miſtaken, as the Ig- 
norant,but Induſtrious Traveller, who know- 
eth nothing of the Greatneſs of the Sun's Bo- 
dy, orthe Nature of its Light, For as the 
End when Accompliſhed, juſtiheth the Means 
to be Sufficient ; ſo a Divine Life juſtiferh 
the Faith that Worketh it, and the Perſon 
that Harh it. 

But Faith cannot produce This Effect, fur- 
ther than it proceedeth from the Perſon to his 
Words ; which therefore only are believed to 
be True, becauſe the Speaker is believed to 
be Faithful, 

We muſt therefore proceed to enquire, 
What are thoſe Sayings of our Lord, which 
upon the credit of his Perſoy, Saving Faith 1s 
to believe in order to Eternal Life ? 
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Chap. X, Of the WORD or Matter which * 
is the Objett of Faith. oy 


Hus far we have conſidered the PERSON _ 

in Whom we are to believe : Come 

we now to the other obj:& of Faith, the 
HORD or Matter, which we muſt take up- 
on credit of thar Perſon, This maketh more 
trouble in the World than its difficulty re. ' 
quireth, The diſagreements of the Reformed 
among themſelves is a ſcandal to the Roma- 
nifts, who thence infer, That there js no reſt 
bur in the Boſom of their Church, which will | 
embrace none who do not ſubmit their un- * 
derſtandings to her DiCtates. The Reformed, : 


beſide Recrimination, ( which is perhaps a |. 


Sufficient, but not Honourable plea,) anſwer, | 
that their diſagreements concern not Funda- 
mental, but only Indifferent truths. Hereupon 
the Romaniſts cail for a Catalogue of Funda- 
mentals : and did they doit ſincerely, Chari 
ty would require a comphance with the de- 
mand; bur as long as they profeſs themſelves 
obliged to believe all the determinations of | 
their Council of Trent, it is plain, that ſuch 
a Liſt would do them no other ſervice, but to | 
be caſt as a bone of contention among thaſe, 
who according to the Largeneſs or Streight- | 
neſs of their minds, judge more or Fewer : 
Articles neceflary, 

Our excellent Dr. Hammond, to filence 
the clamorous with a jult character of a Fun- 
damental, hath written an expreſs Treatiſe, 
diſcovering that the word importethRelation 
to a Building,which muſt be thereupon ſuper- 
ſtructed zand fince holineſs of life is the Build- 
ing, every Acticle of Fairh muſt be juſt 
ſo far Fundamental, as it ſupporteth That ? 
Building, This is a Great Truth ; but how © 
Inſufficient for our Satisfaction, needeth 
no 
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no other evidence than the admirable 
Doctor's own Enumeration; which every 
one will not receive for adequate : It 1s 
like an Advertiſement in a Gazette,which 
however Exact, cannot ſecure me from 
Miſtake, if I meet the Man deſcribed. 

We ſhall therefore ſhew, not only the 
Marks, but the Perſon; not only ſuch 
Qualifications as are neceſſary ro make a 
Truth worthy to be matter of Faith ; but 
thoſe individual Truths, which our Lord 
hath expreſly advanced above all their 
Fellows to that Dignity. 

I. The Qualifications for Matter of 
Faith muſt be principally theſe. 

I. It muſt be Eaſfie to be underſtood by the 
meane(t Capacity. To the Poor the Goſpel was 
preached, and by ſuch it muſt be under- 
ſtood, that it may be Believed. Beſide 
plain Juſtice, which will not Reap where 
it hath not Sown; befide what we have 
heard of the Apoſtle's Boaſt, that the light 
of the Goſpel cannot be hid, but to thoſe whoſe 
eyes arenot only Dimm'd, but quite Blinded; 
and of his Jealouſfie , leſt the Corinthians 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity 
which i in Chriſt : Beſide theſe and other 
Evidences, it is worth Obſervation, that 
the ſame Apoltle in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, wherein he diſputeth againſt the 
Jews, in behalf of the Righreouſneſs which 5s 
by Faith, as oppoſed to that which zs by the 


- Law, 1s caretul to prevent any Conceit, 


that the Matter of Faith was more Ob- 
ſcure than that of the Law ; and there- 
fore ch. Io. v. 6. &c. he reciteth the Boaſt 
of Moſes, Deut. 3o. 12. "Ying them 
to Faich in Chritt: No#Height, nor 


Depth, nor Diſtance of any kind, putreth 
it out of reach ; it is not only in our Eye, 
but in our Mouth ; and to put the Truth 
beyond ſufpicion, in the 9th Verſe he giveth 
'us a plain account both of Perſon and 
Macter ; If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth 
the Lord Teſws, and ſalt believe in thine 
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heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved; and this (faith he) 
the word of Faith which we preach. By 
which and the following m—_— ic is plain, 


\that Apoſtle was fo far from thinking 


it an Honor, that he judged it a great De- 
te, if there were any Difficulty in Matter 
of Faith. 

It is true, he ſpeaketh with much 
amazednels, .in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
of a great Myſtery, which (yet) though 
it ſeemed hard to him to be believed, is 
eaſie enough to be underſtood; for ir 
ſgnified only this, That the Gentiles were 
Fellow-heirs of the P:omiſes with the 
Jews: And when he inſtrudteth Timorhy 
how to behave himſelf in the Houſe of 
God, he telleth him of the great Myſtery 
of Godlineſs, which concerneth only the 
Perſon to be believed in, but not the Mat- 
ter to be believed. And in no other word 
of Scripture do we meet the leaſt Intima- 
tion of any Boaſt or Confeflion,that Faith 
hath any hard Task for the Underſtand- 
ing to perform. 

2. It muſt be an expreſs Word &} God ; fo 
ſaith _ Apoſtle in the 17th "ſe, Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God, Kind fo ich the ver = Nets + 
Faith : Ic is Juſtice to God's Vandrrand 
therefore can have nothing to do, where 
there is no Word to believe. 

Ic muſt not be denied,but plain Reaſon 
Is another Word of God; and therefore 
what that inferreth by inconteſtable Con- 
ſequence from a written word,mult be re- 
ceived with a Belief equal to the Evidence 
of that Conſequence : Bur if che Felation 
between the written Word and rational 
Conſequence be fo remote, that none 
but a skilful Herald can derive its Pe- 
digree; then is a good Chriltian no more 
obliged to believe ſuch an Inference, than 
is every good Subjekt to be a good 
Herald 


F That 
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| That our Lord trebled his Command 
\ upon St. Peter, to feed bu Lambs,we believe 
} with utmoſt aſſurance, becauſe we find it 
S in the written Word, and thence infer 
7 that he gave him Authority and Power 
Jl to preach the Goſpel, in ſtead of his for- 


{ mer employment in Fiſhing,becaule plain 
reaſon inferreth, that he could not other- 


| wiſe perform the Office of a good Sheep- 
| herd ; but that he thereby commiſſioned, 
not only St. Peter in Perſon, but all his 


j Succefſors in the See of Rome, to rule all 


Perſons and Nations, that in all Ages ſhall 
be of Chriſts Flock, with as abſolute 
Power as a Sheepherd doth his Sheep, and 
that all the Flock muſt obey him with 
the ſame tameneſs as the Sheep do their 
Sheepherd : This can therefore be no 
matter, either of Faith or Reaſon, becauſe 
the Conſequence is beyond the ken ofany 
Eye or Teleſcope. 

2. Matter of Faith, properly ſo called, 
muſt not only be expreſty revealed, but 
Expreſly honoured with the Promiſe of eternal 
W fo the Believer ; For though all God's 

ords be Equally (becauſe Infinitely ) 


True ; yet are not all equally Goſpel. That 


St. Paul Jeft his Cloak behind him,and wrote 
to a Biſhop to bring it after him, we be- 
lieve with as nuch Confidence, but not 
with as much Deference, as that Chrif 
died and roſe again. 
many Moral Truths, which (yet) were 
not properly Matters of Chriſtian Faith, 
becauſe the World was acquainted with 
them before Chriſt appeared in it. We 
muſt therefore carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
eween what is Written, and what is Goſpel: 
and that to the Goſpel only, and not to 
any other Truth, was given the Promiſe, 
Mark 16, 15. Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that believeth wot ſhall be damned. It 15 to 
the Goſpe), and to the Goſpel alone, that 
this Saving and Damning Power is given 


Our Saviour preached 


by our Saviour; and therefore whoever 
aſcribeth it to any other Doctrine, how- 
ever true, yea, however revealed, maketh 
himſelf Equal to Chriſt in Authority, and 
Superior in Faithfulneſs : Equal in Power, 
by Granting or Denying Salvation ; and 
Superior in Faithfulnefs, by diſcovering 
ſome way to Salvation,and ſome Danger 
of Damnation, which our Lord left undil- 
covered; and conſequently, leaving every 
ſincere Believer in danger to periſh with- 
out Fault. For then,whoever Doubteth or 
Disbelieveth the Additionals, though he 
believe all that our Lord hath :equired, 
(which are no ſmall nor mean part of 
Chriſtians,) muſt periſh, not for ſtraying 
from the Faith, but for want of a Faith- 
tal Sheepherd. 

And here I cannot but repeat my for- 
mer complaint, That in the midſt of fach 
hot Diſputes concerning the very Princi- 
ples of our Religion, the moſt obvious 
and moſt important Remarks are neg- 
lected. In the Diſputes concerning Fujt;- 
fiation by Faith, we found St, Paul might 
be reconciled with St. Fames in that que- 
ſtion ; in the ſame manner as with-Him- 
ſelf, in the Promiſe he had made of every 
Man's eſcape, with the Warning he after- 
ward gave of their Danger, if the Mari- 
riers went off; the one and the other 
equally: accounted for, by a plain Rule, 
that All Promiſes imply whatever 3s neccſſa- 
rily ſuppoſed. And in the Matter now be- 
tore us, we have another, and (if poſlible) 
a greater Blunder of the fame kind. No- 
thing can be. more Obviews, Important, or 
Neglefed, than this (not Remark for our 
Reaſon, but) plain Matter of Fa&# ; that 
there are Some Truths offered to our Belief 
by our Lord and his Apoſtles, F#/3th a Pro- 
miſe annexed, and others without any ſach 
Promiſe; and from this undeniable and 
unavoidable Truth, theſe Corollaries will 
force themſelves upon us. 

I. There- 


_ 
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T1. There can be no need of an Interpreter of 
Scripture, or Determiner of Doubts concerning 
matters of Faith. Fox if thoſe words of 
Scripture, which inform us of what is Ne- 
ceſſary to be believedjbe lo plain and ſo often 
repeated, that no Man can mils their true 
meaning; then every Man's own Faculties 
are fo far Infallible, as to put him out of 
danger; and ifany other Word of Scrip- 
ture be doubtful, there is no harm if it re- 
main fo ſtill ; but if any, out of meer love 
to truth, ſincerely labour to find it out in 
all its corners ; his Endeavours will be ac- 
cepted, and his Miſtakes (if he fall into 


any) will be pardoned. 


2. The Scriptures cannot be denied to be Suff;- 
cient, though they may have ſuffered the 
common Fate of all long-lived Books, by 
Careleſneſs'of Copiers,Fraud of Hereticks, 
or Duſt of time. 

Many of the Apoſtles Writings (doubt- 


lets) are loſt; but that hindereth -not the 


oufficiency. of thoſe which we enjoy : yea, 


if all the reft of the Scripture were loſt, 


but only thoſe Texts which -preclaim 
thoſe Truths;to the Belief whereofeternal 
Lite 3s promiſed ; thoſe few' Texts wonkd 
be fafficient. Nor doth this 'ſlacken our 


obligation to Thankfulneſs for the reſt ; 


for as it is in Temporals, ſo it is int Spiri- 
euals; God's Bounty is not meaſured by 
our bare Neceflities ; he is Richtowards as, 


ſupplying us not only with Necefſfaries;but 


Conveniences ; not only'Bread of Life to 
keep us from Perithing, but many other 
Truths to feaſt our Curioſities, wherein 
(yet) as in corporal repaſts, he requireth 
Sobriety. 

3. 'We-need not, ought not tobe uncharitable 
fo any who'differ from} ns in other Dottrines, 
to the Belief whereof the Promiſe us not appro- 
priate, eſpecially if they agree with us in 
thoſe,to which it is ſo. We are ſare that 


"they are Heirs with ws of the ſame Promiſe ; 
and it we hate them who loye God, and 


vulgar Truths of Natural Religion; what 
2s 


they have ſuffered Many others, to have 


: Catechave been ſo-much the more Crimi- 


1o far from any ſach Marks of his Favor, 
«that he hath left them unregarded, and 


are by him beloved, ſuch Uncharitable- 
nels is both a greater Error and a greater 
Crime, than their Miftakes in doubtful 
things can be. 

4. And which is now in our Eye, There 
can be no need of a Catalogue of Fundamen- 
tals, becauſe the Scripture hath particular- 
ly enumerated what Truths are necella- 
rily to be believed. | 

Did not our Eyes compel us to it, we 
ſhould hardly think it poflible, that any 
who had the leaſt acquaintance with the 
N.T.could. eſcape the diſcovery of ſo plain 
a Truth. When we therein find a Do&rine 
treated like Mordecai,with a Proclamation 
before it, Bow the knee,Thws it ſhall be done ts 
the truth which the Lord delighteth to honour ; 
and others left in the- Street, among the 


on can doubt, which of theſe are 
Saving Truths, and which Inditferent ? 

Shotild' Abaſuerm's Officers have ſet up 
or ſuffered Any others, much more ſhould 


rode in the ſame level cheek by jole with 
Him, had not -this deprived both Afor- 
decai 'of his Honor, and the King of his 
Obedience ? and would not-the Caval- 


nal, by how much it had been greater 2? 
How comes it then to .paſs, that thoſe 
Truths which ourLord hath exaltedabove 
all-others with the like ſingular Honor, 
ſhould'be levelled with others, which are 


diſpucable, whether they be "Truths or 
Errors. 

I know no-way to unriddle ſo ſtrange 
a Phenomenon, but by that common ſay- 
ing, ter arma ſilent leges. There hath been 
{o much diſputing about Queſtions, that 
we have not -heeded things: Unqueſtion- 
able; chough that would as certainly bring 


Peace to our Minds, as the Law would to 
F 2 the 
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the State, if they might be paid their due. 


Thoſe who are forbidden the uſe of 


their Bibles are excuſable ; but thoſe who 
dare read them, muſt needs think them- 
ſelves obliged to Search the Scriptures, for 
in them they think they have eternal Life, and 
they are they which teſtifie of she Dottrmes 
Which are promiſed it. 

The Task is every.way very Eafie; it 
will require very little Pains, and no Art. 
The meaneſt Beggar in the Street under- 
ſtood the King's mind concerning Mor- 
decai; and fo may any Man that will 
heed what are thoſe Truths which are 
honoured with a Proclamation of eternal 
Life; and beſides, we are more concerned 
to heed ſuch a Proclamation. 

We have already obſerved,that the Apo: 
ftle plainly told the Romans, If thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy month the Lord TFeſus, and 
believe with thy beart that God hath raiſed 
him from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſawved. Do 
we in the whole New Teſtament find any 
other Do&trine ſo honoured ? We again 
meet the ſame more pompouſly pro- 


claimed,1 Cor.1 5.1 declare unto you the Goſpel 


which I preached unto you, which alſs you have 
WM received, and wherein you ſtand, by which alſs 
you are ſaved, if you ' ; 

Wl preached unto you, if you have not believed in 
J vain. Then cometh the ſame 'Truth,with 
# ſomewhat of the ſame Pomp, That Chriſt 
died for onr ſins according to the Scriptures,and 
tt hat he roſe ag ain according to the Scriptures. 

It will be objected, That this cannot be 
the Faith which our Lord ſo importunely 
% called for, becauſe this'was not performed 


© tl after the time of his Preaching was 
= paſt :. Let us obſerve Mark 16. 14. He ap- 


| peared to the eleven as they ſate at meat, and 
W upbraided them with their unbelief and hard- 
neſs of heart, becauſe they believed not them 

which bad ten him after he as riſen : And 
be ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world and 
|| preach the Goſpel to. every Creature, He that 
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. Reſurreqion and his Promi 


cep in memory what I 


no furtner than Tem 


ſm, and the ſtrength of 


believeth and « baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he 
that bekeveth not ſhall be damned. The Com- 
mand coming in the fame breach with the 
Reproof,plainly intimateth,thattheGoſpel 
which they muſt preach, was the ſame 
which themlſclves had been ſo backward 
in believing. However Luke = rp eaga his 
; e are made 
matter of Faith; For he ſaid unto them, Thus 
it « written, and thus it beboveth Chriſt to 
ſuffer- and to riſe again from the dead the third 
day, and that Repentance and Remiſſion of ſins 
ſhould be preached in bis name among all Na- 
tions; and ye are witneſſes of theſe things. 

That the Apoſtles took the laſt of theſe 

words for the ſumm of their Commiſſion, 
appeareth by what they. {aid and did after 
the death of Fudasr, AQts 1. 21. Wherefore of 
theſe. men which have companied with s all 
the time that the Lord TFeſus went in and out © 
among ws, —muft one be ordained to be a wit- 
eſs with us of bus Reſurrefion. And accor- 
dingly throughout the reſt of that Book, 
do we always find them infift upon this, 
as the main of their buſineſs. 
In the former half of thele words doth 
our Lord argueit neceſlary,that his Death 
and Reſurrection ſhould be foretold and 
performed, that Repentance and Remiſli- 
on of Sins might be preached in his name, 
3. e. as by him promiſed, and by his own 
ReſurreQion ſecured; for the Remiflion 
which the Prophets had promiſed, reached 
2mporal Puniſhment ; 
but that which Chriſt promiſed reached 
after Death to everlaſting Life. 

This is plain by the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe- 
abovementioned, which as he cloſeth with 
a Triumph over Death, the ing of death # 
fin « the Law, but 
thanks be to God ho giveth us the wittory 
through our Lord Jeſu Chriſt, ſo he build- 
eth the aſſurance of our. own victory upon 
that of Chriſt ; 1f the dead riſe not, then i 
Chriſt not raiſed, and if Chriſt be raiſed, your 
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Faith is vain, you are yet in your ſins. If the 
Conſequence be good one way, it is {o the 
other : If the Being in our Sins follow 
from the denial of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
then muſt Remiflion of. Sins import Re- 
ſaurre&ion from Death. Both of them de- 
pend upon the Relation between Sin and 
Death. The ſting of death « ſm; and again, 
the wages of ſim ws Death ; and therefore a 
full and perte& Remiflion of Sin, cannot 
but import a full and perfe& Deliverance 
from. Death. 

So the. Sum total of the Goſpel, which 
our Saviour himſelf preached in his Life- 
time, and commiſſioned his Apoſtles to 
preach after his ReſurreQion, is this, That 
thoſe who: believe in him, ſhall upon Re- 
pentance have ſuch a full Pardon of Sin, 
as to be delivered from Death; and that 


Chriſt who hath promiſed this, hath given 


us an Earneſt of it, by riſing himſelf from 
the Dead. | 

There is indeed an under-truth or ſo, 
which is preſſed upon our Belict as Ne- 
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ceſlary. For the Apoſtle telleth the Gala- 
tians, If you be circumciſed Chriſt profiteth you 
nothing, you are fallen from Grace, you. are 
debtors to the whole laws. This I call an 
Under-truth, becauſe it implieth a Belief 
of Benefits promiſed by Chriſt,part where- 
of was a New Covenant, better than that of 
Moſes: This we heard promiſed by the 
Prophet, and inſiſted on by the Writer 
to the Hebrews, as the Character of the 
Goſpel ; but was ſo far from being by our 
Lord honoured with a Promiſe of eternal 
Life, that the Apoſtles themſelves doubted 
of it, till the Holy Ghoſt had decided it 
in Council, 

Nor is this an Exception to our Rule, 
that it is beyond the Power of all the Men 
in the World, yea, or of all the Angels in 
Heaven, to make any thing an Article of 
Faith, .which the Holy Scriptures have 
not made ſo, by annexing to them the 
Promiſe of eternal Life, which therefore 
we now find to be it ſelf nolefs the Matter, 
than the Reward of Faith. 


| CHAF-3T | 
Of the manner of the Reſurreition, whether in the ſame Body or another. 


Hat a Reſurre&gion from the Dead 

15 the proper Matter of the Chriſti- 

an Faith, we have (I hope) ſufficiently 
proved : but concerning the Manner 
thereof, it doth not ſo plainly appear what 
we are to believe. The Apoſtle, in tliat 
folemn Diatribe, that he might leave no- 
thing untouch'd, advanceth either.a Que- 
{tion or an Obje&tion in the 35th Verle ; 


| But ſome man will ſay, how are the dead rai- 
ſed up, and with what body do they come? 


It an ObjeRtion, it may be thus urg'd ; 
the Dead are fo buried, that it ſeems ut- 
terly impoſlible their Bodies ſhould be re- 
ſtored : Princes many times have their 
Bowel buried at great diſtance from their 


Limbs, ſome whole Nations burn their 
dead, many are drown'd in the Sea, 
where they are devoured by Fiſhes, thoſe 
Fiſhes again by others, which perhaps 
come to the Market and feed other Men; 
and by many other ways are the Particles 
ſo diſpers'd, that ir ſeems utterly impoſli-- 
ble to retrieve them: 

If this be obje&ed againſt the Truth of 
Reſarre&tion, the roughneſs of the Apo- 
ſtle's Anſwer: will be.juft ; they are Fools 
in doubting God's Omnipotency : all theſe 
or whatever other Changes any man's Bo- 
dy may undergo, are not greater than the- 
Chymiſt makes in his Mercury, which 
yet again he eaſily recalls to his torm. He. 
thac 


that made all things of nothing, can by 
the ſame powerful Word command ever 

Particle to its proper Body ; nor is he lets 
a Fool who doubts whether God will do 
this if he have promiſed it; becauſe it is 
poflible for God to perform ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, but it is not poſlible he ſhould break 
it. But if the Queſtion be, Whether God 
has promis'd this, ſo that we do not doubt 
either his Power or his Veracity, but only 
our own apprehenſion of the meaning o 
his Words; this doth not impeach any o 
God's perfections, but only our own un- 
derſtanding: it cannot be Injuſtice againſt 
God, whom in the midſt of ſuch doubts 
we undoubtingly believe to be infinitely 


true : but it is juſtice to our own under- ſh 


ſtandings, which we do not only believe, 
but know to be fallible, If therefore we 
find the ſame Words vulgarly uſed in ano- 
ther Senſe, more agreeable to plain Rea- 
{on and God's Perfe&tions; then may we 


eafily enquire, firſt, Whether any promiſe of 


God does neceſſarily import a reffitution of the 
ſame numerical matter ? if not, then may 
we proceed to enquire, ſecondly, Fhether 
it be miore honorable to God, and more ſervice- 
able to the Deſigns of the Goſpel, that we be- 
lieve the contrary ? 

Firſt, Whether the Word of Promiſe neceſſa- 
rily imports a Reſtitution of the ſame numeri- 
cal matter ? This 1s fully and clearly an- 
ſwered, as ſoon as in- common ſpeaking 
; we find the ſame Words uſed in a lefs rigid 
| ſenſe: but if we obſerve how the Apoſtle 
' himſelf hath anſwered this very Queſtion, 
the leaſt that we thence learn is this, That 
ſuch a meaning is not matter of Faith, 
ſince he hath left it doubtful, and the con- 


trary more probable : for thus he anſwers, 


Thou Fool, thou ſoweſs not the body that ſhall 
be, but God giveth it a body as it pleaſetb him, 
and to every ſeed its own body. Does not this 
plainly deny a RefurreQion. of the fame 
numerical Pariicl:s ? Thou ſowelt a little 
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ſingle Grain, which when it is cortupted, 
riſeth in Root, Stalk, Blade, Ears, and 
Grains, thouſands of times more in mat- 
ter than was ſowen; God giving the body, 
and yet to every Secd its own. What 
conſequence can thence be clearer than 
this, That every one may at the Reſur- 
reRion receive his own Body, tho it be 
not the ſame that was buried. 

And we may yet farther conſider, that 


f this is the conſtant way of Nature in all 
f living Bodies, which we reckon the ſame 


while they keep the ſame Forms, tho they 
change every Particle of Matter : Grant 
therefore, that thoſe Words of Fob, Tho 
worms conſume this fleſh, yet with theſe eyes 
all I ſee God, exprels his confidence of a 
Refurre&ion ; yet will they ſignifie no 
more than this, That tho perſpiration 
conſume every atom of my Fleſh, yet ſhall 
my Eyes be as much the fame, and ee as 
well, as if there were no change in it ; and 
if there be no more required from other 
Topicks than from the Letter of the Pro- 
mile, ſhe are at liberty to believe what 
ſhall ſeem moſt probable. The uſual Ar- 
guments are two; firſt, rom God'sJuſtice, 
and ſecondly, from the Serviccableneſs of 
the Belief. 

Firſt, itisargued, That rhat it is juſt that the 
ſame Body which was ſharer in the Sin or the 
Service, ſhould alſo befharer m the Puniſhment 
or Reward. But if we will ſpeak properly, 
the Body hath no ſhare either in the one 
or the other.;z for Matter neither acteth 
nor perceiveth, but the Soul by the'matter. 
2 Cor. 5. the Apoſtle likens our Body to 


an Houle, and .to Cloaths; the Man 
dwells in the one, and \moves in the other, 


yet neither the one nor the other-fhates 
Life with him. ; and therefore to argue, 
that it muſt be. the ſame Body that ſhall 
receive Puniſhment at the Reſurrection, 
is the ſame as-to ſay, the Malefaor 
muſt be Executed in the fame Cloaths 
wherein 
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wherein he committed the Crime. 

| So many years paſt between the Inju- 
ries which Foſeph received from his Bre- 
thren, and the Honors which he received 
from Pharaoh, and thereby his whole body 
was fo changed, that his Brethren knew 
him not; and there were yet greater 
Changes both in His and Their Bodies, 
before their Father's Death ; yet were not 
their Conſciences changed, but in their 
Old Age they feared his Revenge for the 
Crueſties of their Youth: and it humane 
Juſtice puniſh an old Crime, tho between 
the Ak and the Diſcovery every Particle 
of the Body be chang'd, becauſe the ſame 
Soul makes him the ſame Perſon ; how 
can we doubt but Divine Juſtice may at 
the Reſurrection do the ſame ? 

Secondly, Whether it be more honorable 
to God to believe the one or the other, is the 
ſame as to ask, Whether it be more hono- 
rable to ſalve all his Perfe&ions, or to rob 
one that we may cloath the other? If we 
fo believe, as to magnifie God's Veracity 
in performance of his Promiſe, and his Ju- 
ſtice in diſtributing Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments ; will it not more juſtifie his Wit: 
dom, to believe that he. will a& ſutably to 
that order of "Things which: himſelf hath 
eſtabliſhed, than that he will unaccount- 
ably exerciſe his Onanipotency ? Ir is not 
( we confeſs) it is not. for filly Men to 
preſcribe Rules for God's Wiſdom in its 
particular acts: but we muſt have a clear 
and diftin& Definition of the Nature of 
Wiſdom in general, otherwiſe we pay him 
but an empty Word when we aſcribe chat 
Perfection to him, and we might as much 
honor him by ſaying he is Unwiſe. Now, 
that Definition whereby we underſtand 
Wiſdom, importeth a choice firſt ofa good 
End, and then of ſuitable Means : if there- 
fore the means be unſuitable , either in 
Kind or Proportion, that will make a de- 
tt in Wiſdom. Should we ſee a Man 
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yoke a whole Plough of Ox2n, to draw. 
a weight which a Child could earry in 
one of his hands, we ſhould certainly think 
him better furniſhed with Cattel than Un-_ 
derſtanding : and to believe that God will - | 
by his Omnipotency work as many Mira- | 
cles as he ſhall raiſe Bodies, when all his 
Promiſes may be as well verified, and all | 
his good Ends as well promoted in a way 
leſs miraculous, muſt be no leſs a Dimi- 
nution of his Wiſdom than Exaltation of | 
his Power, ſince all that exerciſe of Pow- 
er which tends to no good purpols, is vain 
and impertinent. 

Let us then conſider to what purpole is 
the RefurreQion promis'd, and our Belief | 
of it requird ? The Apoſtle hath pro- 
claim'd two eſpecially : firlt, That our joy- 
might be full ; and ſecondly, that we may: | 
partake God's Nature. 


T. The Reſurrection 1s therefore pro- 
miſed that our joy may be full : and if we. 
confider the Strength of Wiſhes, and the | 
Faintneſs of Hopes, which Mankind with- . 
ont Chriſt laboured under; we may 
thence compute how great a joy the Pro- 
miſe may. bring to a longing mind. The | 
Words of Seneca, in his 102. Epyſt. gives us © 
a good Hypotypoſis of it: I took pleaſure | 
to debate upon the Eternity of Souls, nay more, | 
I was fully reſolved therein; for T eaſily belie- | 
ved the Opinions of great Men rather promi- 
ſing than proving ſo great' a matter, I gave | 
my ſelf over to this ſo great hope, and now | 
grow hateful to my ſelf ; and now contemn the 
Reliques of my broken Years, being ready to be 
transferred into that immeaſurable time and © 
poſſeſſion of that infinite Eternity, when as ſud- | 
denly I was awakened by the Letter, which 
made me diſmiſs ſo ſweet a Dream, which | 
hereafter I will revive and redeem again as | 
ſoon as I ſhall have ſatisfied thy expetation. Þ 
Such were the feeble Flutterings o the beſt | 
humane Wiſdom, wanting the Goſpel. | 
The | 
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The ſtrength of their Wiſhes raiſed chem 
a little rowards Hope; but wanting ſup- 
port, quickly ll back again to Fear ; io 
b their Joy was no hetter than Suſpence, 
[.-none of the eaſieſt poſtures. 

In two reſpects eſpecially was their Joy 
j defective; 1. Want of Confidence to the Per- 
ſons from whom they recerved the Promiſes ; 
and 2. Scantneſs of the Hop ineſs promiſed. 

" 1. They had no confident Belief in the 
I Perſozs, whom the Philolopher calleth 


$. indeed Great Men, but complaineth that 
they proved not what they promiſed. 'They 


ll; were Great, not by Nature or Commulii- 
' on, but by Study; had no better War- 


! rant for their promiſes, than what were 


[ dictated by partiality co their own Wiſhes, 


# not the leaſt pretence of Power to make 


ood. But che Author of the Goſpel 
' i a Perſon not only Great, but Infinite:; 
! and no lefs fo in Power, than Faithfulneſls ; 
8d ſo that-:there is no place for the leaſt di- 
| ſtruſt, 4M : 
iſ 2. Another, (and tothe preſent purpoſe 
| more conſiderable; ) defect of human 
| hopes was in the Scantneſs of expeFed happi- 
 zeſs; it was-Immotality indeed, but a Car- 
nal one, They pretend to anſwer Fob's 
_ complaint, by equalling a-dead man's hopes 
| to thoſe of a Tree, which ſprings again 
#. when it is cut down; but they had no 
 choughts of ſuch a Harveſt as the Apoſtle 
/ promiſeth. And that the hopes of the 


& Phariſecs were ne better than thoſe of 


| the Philoſophers , ſeemeth plain from 
| chat objection, wherewith the Sadduces 
” pretended to gravel our Saviour: For it 
_ cannot be reaſonably imagined, but amidſt 
# 1o long Converſation, and fo many Difſ- 
| putes, ashad ſawed that queſtion berween 
F them; the Phariſees muſt needs have bet- 
ter informed them, if themſelves had un- 


W derſtood the difference be:ween the Pre- 


F 1cnt Life and ths Fucure. 
} Andaoow that our Lord hath fo plainly 


_ 


revealed that we ſhall be lez1y4%0, equal ts 
the Angels, that his Apoſtle hath no leſs 
plainly declared, that our Lord will change 
our vile Bodies, that they may be like his own 
Glorious Body, that the Reſurreion ſhall 
make great and glorious variety of Chan- 
ges, from Natural, to Spiritual, from 
Weak, to Powerful, from Corruptible, to 
Incorruptible, &-c. That we ſhould ſtill be 
ſo fond of our load of Carrion, as to think 
it a dimunition of our happineſs, if we be 
not again yoaked to the fame dead mat- 
ter; | RA no leſs a contradiction to 
the defires of Nature, than to the Promi- 
ſes of Scripture. This (lay ſome) will be 
the joy of the ReſurreQion, that the two 
old Friends meet.and embrace each other. 


" But alittle conſideration will anſwer, that 


ſuch a meeting would not be of old Friends, 
but of old Enemies. How can we read 
the 5:h. Chapter to the Romans, and find 
there deſcribed the War berween the Fleſh 
and the Spirit? How can wehear that fad 
cry, Oh wretched man that I am, who will 
deliver me from this Body of Death: yet 
think it matter of joy to be remanded to it 
again? Do we nor find him often exhor- 
ting to mortifie our members which are u 
the earth, and doth he not propoſe himſelf 
for example, beating down hs body, and keep- 
ing it in ſubjettion, leſt be ſhould be caft away? 
Or is the Apoſtle ſingular in this notion ? 
doth not Natural Religion agree with the 
Chriſtian, and Experience with both, that 
Virtue is nothing elſe but a War againſt 
the Body in behalf of the Mind? 

Either the Soul ſhall at the Reſurre&ion 
have a remembrance of her late dead Bo! 
dy,and the old converſation ſhe had with it, 
or ſhe ſhall not: If ſhe ſhall nor, then there 
can be no more joy if ſhe meet the ſame 
Old Fleſh, than it all be New: But if ſhe 
do rememver her ol4 Mate, and her old 
Converſation with it; then muſt ſhe re- 
member all the Contcntions ſhe had wirh 
it, 
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it, all the Wounds ſhe received from it, 
all the Dangers which ſhe hardly eſcaped 
by watching againſt it ; and it ſeemeth 
very ſtrange that the Soul at the Reſur- 
reftion ſhould find much matter of Joy 
in that Fleſh, as it*s greateſt Friend, 
which did it's moſt, and had not Gods 
goodneſs aſſiſted, would have prevailed, 
ro make ReſurreCtion it ſelf infinitely 
miſerable. 

However, by our Preſent Thoughts let 
us judge of our Future, Were it put to 
our choice whether we would continue in 
the ſame Fleſh, however exalted in accl- 
dents; or tranſlated into another, which 
would not have the leaſt Particle the 
ſame, but ſach Properties as ſhould equal 
us with Angels ; ſhould we ſo regard our 
Dead Senſcleſs Matter, as to make the 
leaſt difficulty of ſhifting it ? ſhould we 
have ſuch ſtupid fondneſs for our coarſe 
naſty Rags, as in love to them to refuſe 
Robes of Glory? Our Matter feels no 
more than do our Cloaths, and our Souls 
in ſuch exhange. can feel nothing bat ex- 
ceſs of Joy in-her new Robes: ſ{o that 
from this Topick will ſpring no neceſlity, 
that we ſhould believe what we cannot 
Tejoyce In. 

II. Another great deſign of the Goſpel], 
or rather the ſame in another dreſs, 1s 
this, That we may have fellowſhip with 
God, which St. Peter more plainly para- 
phraſeth, ſaying For this reaſon are given 
to us great and precious Promiſes that b 
them we may be made partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, Since therefore all the force 
which the Promiſes have towards effcct- 
ing this good end, is derived from the 


7. Joy which ſhall reward them who are in- 


vited by ſuch Promiſes to ſuch Godlinetls : 
If we believe the Promiſes in ſuch a ſenſe 
as maketh' them moſt Deſireable; we 


[49] 


thereby exerciſe ſuch a Faith, as 1s moſt 
Serviceable to that Adequate End, for 
which the Promiſes are Given and Faith 
required. 

And the difference in this reſpedt is ſo 
{mall between the two Opinions, that no 
conſidering Perſon will abate his diligence 
in Gods Service, if he believe he ſhall be 
bleſſed with a Body ſo Glorious, fo Vi- 
gorous, ſo every Way better than this, 
that he cannot have the leaſt wiſh ir 
ſhould be the ſame, 

In ſhort therefore, this is not matter of 
Faith, but Curioſity. That we believe, 
that the faithful ſhall have a ReſurrefQion 
to happineſs greater than they can ask or 
think; This 1s therefore matter of Faith, 
becauſe our Lord himſelf hath made it ſo, 
declared it to be the very reaſon of his 
coming into the World, and command- 
ed his Apoſtles to preach it as his Goſpel. 
This if we fo beleve, as thence to pro- 
cced to the Apoitles moſt Rational and 
Godly infcrence, to be ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable, alway abounding in the work, of 
the Lord for as much as our labour ſhall not 
be in vain inthe Lord ;, we have then both 
Matter and Soul of Faith, and. may fſe- 
curely rely on Gods faithfulneſs to per- 
form his promiſe in the beſt manner. 

AND now we have very Amply, and 
perhaps very Tediouſly, diſſeted That 
half of the Goſpel, which filleth whole 
Libraries with Books of impertinent Sub- 
tilties. Whatever. is diſputed concerning 
any point of Religion(falſly ſo called) pre- 
tendeth to convince usof what we ought to 
believe in That Particular.But one or two 
General Aphoriſms diſcovering Why and 
How far Belief it ſelf is required, will fi- 
lence all thoſe cndleſs(every way endleſs ) 
Diſputes. This ſo beneficial and nepzleQed 
Work, we have endeavoured to perform 
| be - 


by diſſetiog the whole Myftery of the 
Goſpel. 


from their Pondage under the Law 
Moſes, and the Gentiles from their wor 
\ Bondage under the Worſhip of Devils, 
to the-Scrvice of God by the free Dire- 
ftions of their own Nature: That to 
this end he ſent his only begotten Son mto 
tbe World ; teaching them that the beſt 
Service of God confiſteth in being like 
him; and for their encouragement there- 
in, promiſing them upon Repentance Par- 
don of Sins paſt, and everlaſting Life. 
And becaufe thoſe Promiſes could no 
otherwiſe be effeftua], Faith muſt neceſ- 
farily be called for, with importunity 
ſuitable,both to the Difficulties and Dan- 
gers which at that Time encompaſſed it, 
and to the Serviceableneſs which at all 
Times accompanieth 1t, 


hat its buſineſs was to reduce Lan of 
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This is the Sum of the Goſpel : a Chain 
of Benefits let down from Heaven, wor- 
thy of God to beſtow, of Angels to ad- 
mire, and of Man to rejoice in. In this 
Chain, the only Link which Man can 


*xeach, 1s Faith, and 1ts whole worth con- 


ſiſts in its connexion with the reſt, and 
it's eaſineſs to be laid hold on. 

And fince 1t 1s incongruous that the 
Means ſhould be more difficult than the 
End ; it cannot be, that Faith ſhould be 
more above the reach of an honeſt Mind, 
than the Holineſs which it is to ſerve. 

No; it was firſt preached to the Poor, 
and where-eyer it came,was firſt and beſt 
entertained by Such ; it's one Learned 
Apoſtle renounced the words which Mans 
Wiſdom teacheth, and fell into jealouſie leſt 
his Diſciples minds ſhould be corrupted with 
knowledpe falſly ſo called; and whether hehad 
reaſon will appear by our next Enquiry. 
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His we propoſed as a ſecond Enquiry : 

but it is not fo properly an ENQUI- 
RY as a Muſter; They are ſo Nume- 
rous and fo Obvious, ſtand fo thick im 
our way, and fo juſtle us on every fide, 
that it will not be difficult to find them, 
but to Range them into order, 

The Gereral change, which kadeth all 
the reſt, is the change of its Place. It is 
untinked from the Chain wherein it is 
ineſtimably ſerviceable ; and treated in 
its fogle ſeparate Nature, as if it were 
fome precious Diamond, valuable for 
Brightneſs, Hardneſs, or other irreſpe- 
Qave Virtue of its own. 


We find our Lord honour it, as the 
great King did Daniel above all his 
Princes; we hear him declare,that himſelf 
came into the World to advance it there- 
in, we hear him promiſe it Eternal Life; 
we hear both Himand his Apoſtle make it 
half the Goſpel ; we meet it in every Page 
of the New Teſtament ; and upon ſight 
of its fo great Glory, we talk as St. Peter 
did, when confounded at the Brightneſs 
of our Lords Rayment and Countenance, 
he knew not what he ſaid. 

We conſider not, that two of the Rea- 
fons which induced our Lord to call fo 
1mportunately for it, are by his good 
providence 
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providetice not only expired, but turned 
to the contrary point, and its now ade- 
quate warth is its Serviceableneſs. It may 
boaſt as did the Vine in Fotham's Parable, 
of chearing God and man, but it is by its 
Wine, not by its Timber. By This, it 
can neither ſupport its own feeble Limbs, 
nor furniſh a Pin whereby to faſten them 
to the Wall, where they are not worthy 
to hang but for the Fruits ſake. 

Should our Lord require more of it 
than is ſerviceable , then muſt he re- 

vire the Overplus without reaſon ; and 
this would ſpeak him not a Good and 
Wiſe, but Humerſom and Capricions 
Lord : ſo by the ſame proportion as we 
Exalt the Dignity of Faith above its 
Uſefulneſs, we muſt Depreſs the Honour 
of our Saviour. 

This therefore is the Mother-error, 
that whereas Faith is no better than a 
Retainer to Holineſs, we place it in the 
Throne as an Independent abſolute Prince, 
This I ſay is the Mother-error, and 1s pa- 
rent of two others: For we tnink it our 
Duty to ſuch a Prince, to make it as 
great as poſſible: 1. by ezlarging its Do- 
minion as far, and 2. by exalring its Pre- 
rogative as high as we can ; and ſo we 0- 
verdoTruth in both. 

I. We extend the Empire of Faith as far 
a poſſible 3 not only beyond its proper 
bounds, but beyond All bounds whatſo- 
ever. Braſidas, when asked how far the 
Territories of Sparta reached ? anſwered, 
as far as I can caſt my Lance ; and aRo- 
maniſt, if asked, how far matter of Faith 
is extended ? will anſwer, as far as the 
Pope ſhall declare any thing to be de fide. 
And that this may reach far and wide 
enough, the School-men have employed 
their Inventions, to make diſcoveries of 
ſuch Queſtions, and entangkd them with 
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ſuch Objeions, as may ſeem Worthy 
and neceſlary to be defined. By this art 
have we gotten a vaſt Army of new Do- 
ctrins of Faith; and the Goſpel, of 
whoſe Simplicity the greateſt of the A- 
poſtiles gloried, is become a Science of all 
others moſt perplexed. Our Modern 
Theology hath ſo much more of Meta-. 
phylſicks than of the Goſpel, that in de- 
hance to St. Paul, who boaſted that the 
light of the Goſpel was ſo bright, as not 
tobe hid to any but ſich as had their eyes 
blinded by the God of this World ; we 
may ſay of it as Ariftorle did of the 
Science into which it is moulded, zt 7; 
ſo publiſhed as not to be publiſbed, ſince there 
is hardly a word in it, whoſe full meaning 
1s throughly underſtood. | 

Where the beſt eye can diſcover no- 
thing but 1:mpid liquor, the Microſcope 
findeth a multitude of little Animals ; 
and where a plain underſtanding appre- 
hendeth a clear truth, there a diſputati- 
ous Schoolman findeth a multitude of 
little Doctrins, as uſeleſs as thoſe Ani- 
mals : The unhapy difference is, that the 
Microſcope pretendeth no more but to 
ſpring Game for our Curioſity ; but the 
Schools impoſe their Di&tates upon our 
Faith, not only as Worthy to be Known, 
but Neceſſary to be Believed. 

It is not ſufficient for the Biſhop of 
Rome to ſet up for an Oracle; he pre- 
tendeth not only to declare what is True, 
but to Change the very Nature of Truth, 
by making That matter of Faith, which 
before was only matter of Curioſity ; 
and thereby under the Title of Vicar of 
Chriſt, claimeth a power to deſtroy the 
Souls for whoſe Salvation Chriſt died. 
For whenever a new matter is made ge 
fide, it is thereby made deftruttive to as 
many -as cannot conform "their 'Belief to 
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the Pope's ſudgment.. Had it not been 
diſputed, it had not had any need to be 
{ſo defined ; and thoſe who before oppoſed 
it upon what they took for good reaſon, 
cannot now find That reaſon the weaker ; 
fo the fruit of the Deciſion is only. This, 
That the belief which before was Inno- 
cent, 1s now bccome Damnable. 

They ſeem indeed to make ample a- 
mends, by the implicit Faith which they 
ſay will avail for the common People, to 
whom 1t ſhall be ſufficient to believe as 
the Church believeth , though they nei- 
ther Underſtand, nor ſo much as Hear 
of any Article of Faith, which by this 
Salvo are ſo far from being Multiplied, 
that they are Annihilated, 

But 1, Where are 'we, commanded to be- 
lieve thus openly in the Church ? and 2. 
What. is ſuch a Faith good for ? 

1. Where doth our Loyd require this im- 
plicit Faith inthe Church ? He ſaid (indeed) 
as he had reaſon, Te belive in God, believe 
alſo in Me : But where did he ſay, Ye be- 


lieve in Me, believe alſo in my Church ? - 


and 
2. To what purpoſe ſhould he ſo command ? 
How is any man inſpirited to Holineſs, 
by believing he, knoweth not what ? 
What Fear or Love of God can be kin- 
dled,. what Comfort or Joy advanced, 
what motive to Godlineſs actuated, by 
ſuch an. uncertain ſound ? Yea further, 
why muſt the Church in General , believe 
more than every Member in Particular ? 
 Wediſpnte not about words,and there- 
ſore grant the Church to be the Paſtors ; 
but ſtill we ask, Why 1s it neceſſary e- 
ven for Them, to. believe more than our 
Lord himſelf required? If ſuch a be- 
lief be worth a Command, ſhew us where- 
In. that, worth conſiſteth, and you will at 
. the ſameſbew aur Lord to be defettive 


[52 ] 


in omitting ſach a Command : But jf it 


have in it nothing worth commanding, 
then thoſe who Impoſe it, do at once In- 
vade our Lord's Legiſlative Power, and 
Defeat his. gracious Purpoſe, of faving all 
that believe what himfelf required to be 
believed. 

If there be any thing yet more intole- 
rable, This perhaps may be ſo, That 
thoſe who deny the Pope this impoſing 
Power, aſlume it to themſelves. MHetero- 
doxy with them ſignifies no lefs danger, 
than doth Here/ze with the Paptits, They 
that want either Courage or Care to ex- 
amin what they are taught, deny it to 
others ; and as they believe without Rea- 
ſon, ſo do they without Meaſure. 

If ſuch a Man light upon truth in eve- 
ry little Queſtion, he muſt be very hap- 
Py, fince'they are conteſted with equal 
confidence on either fide, rautually con- 
demning each other as Heterodox, when 
indeed both ſides are io; for the word 


properly ſignifieth ſuch as hold other O- 


pinions than the Word of God hath re- 
vealed, and ſuch cannot be matter of 
Diſpute. 

II. They who thus extend the Domi- 
nions, d9 allo exalt the Prerogative of 


Faith , above 1. Meaſure, 2, Holineſs, 3., 


Charity, and 4..Reaſon. 

1. Thoſe who extend its Dominions beyond 
its due limits, do alſo exalr its power aboue 
meaſure. I ſay, thoſe who extend its Do- 
minions beyoud its due limits : For within 
them we readily acknowledg its Power 
Abſolute, and all Obedience due to it 
without reſerve, 

But the-proper Dominions of Faith 
exceed not this one Propoſition, that God 
cannot ly. This is the Great Command- 
ment of the Goſpel, and anſwereth the 
great. one of the Law : as that Mn _ 
ſhalt 
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ſhalt. Love, ſo this ſaith thou ſhalt Believe at all ſa ? And ſhall a Confidence equally 
Fruitleſs, Groundleſs, and Boundleſs, be 


F: i 


* 


are geen us, 


the Lord thy God with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Might : This, as 1t is a Truth 
of infinite Certainty, ſo mult 1t have in- 
finite Power upon our Belief, as we found 
it to haye upon Abrahams, in dehance 
of all Oppoſitions that might have been 
made by Reaſon or Nature. 

Burt there are other Truths, and thoſe 
(perhaps) vertually included in this great 
One ; the Belief whereof muſt be meaſured 
by the Interelt they may have in the pro- 

er Vertue of Faith, which we have found 
to be twofold. 1. Juſtice to Gods Veracity, 
2. Serviceableneſs to Picty. | 

1, Some DcCtrins are the immediate 
Apparent Iſſue of that great Truth, fo 
plainly publiſhed in the Word of God, 
that he that runneth may read them : 
Others require cloſe Application, a good 
Eye, and perhaps, good Art too: Muſt 
all theſe DoCtrins, ſo unecval in their 
Evidence, be received with equal, and 
that Supream Confidence ? 

If my confidence of the Truth of the 
Doctrin equal my Evidence that it 1s 
Gods Word, I make full payment of 
what is due to Gods Veracity : But if I 
doubt whether that which you tell me 1s 
Gods Word, be ſo indeed ; this may be 
ſome defect of Juſtice to your Veracity, 
but it can be none to Gods : Convince 
me that God hath faid it, and my Con- 
fidence of the Truth ſhall equal that Con- 
viction ; till then, neither 1s Gods. Vera- 
city, nor my Faith concerned. 

2, Another Worth of Faith is derived 
from its Serviceableneſs to that great and 
g00d End, for whoſe ſake the Promiſes 
| And are thoſe DoCtrins 
which are impoſed upon our Belief as 4c 
fide, are they all equally, all ſupremely 
Serviceable. to Holineſs ? Are not ſome 
More, ſome Leſs, and moſt of them Not 


ſelves ;, and by 


accepted for my Juſtification, beyond a 
leſs Conf:dent, but more Fruitful Belief, 
yea or doubt of a Propoſition, of which I 
have no better reaſon to believe that it 
cometh from God, but this, that you tell 
me ſo! 

In a Word, If for this End the Promi- 
ſes be give us, That by them we may be made 
partakers of the Divine Nature ( as St, Pe- 
ter exprelly atarms) then he that receiveth 
them, .and (which is more) he that re- 
celiveth any other Truths, with ſuch an Ef- 
feCtual Faith, as ſhall transform him there- 
into, receiveth them with Confidence 
enough. 

I!. Some exalt Faith 4bove Holineſs, 
yea and Againſt it too. Not only the tho- 
rough-paced Antinomians and Solifidians, 
but many others, who call themſelves Or- 
thodox, finding no intrinkck Work, pro- 
portionable to the great price at whick 
they find Faith valued ; Wilfully or Ha- 
ſtily overlooking its relation to Holineſs, 
borrow 1t a value from its relation to the 
Perſon of Chriſt, which no Man doubtetlr 
to be infinitely valuable. Faith (ſay they) 
is the Hand whereby we apply. Chrift to our 
this Application, Chriſt is 
made Ours, and His Righteouſneſs imputed 
tous as if it were our own ; and it juſtifieth 
not by bis Own Worthineſs, but by the Merit 
of Chriſt which it layeth hold on and applyeth : 
And by this prety Conceit, any Degree 
of Real inherent Righteouſneſs is rendre4 
not only Inſufficient, but Dangerous; there 
is no more hope of the Lewdeſt Rake-. 
hell, than of a Moral Man; the preaching 
of the Church-of-England-Men isdeſpiſed; 
becauſe they Preach not Jeſus Chriſt; nor 
Faith in him, but Moral Stuff, &c. 

If Holineſs of Life have any place a- 
mong ſuch Do@rins, Thanks muſt - 

pal 


paid to Gods over-ruling Grace, and the 
eep Impreſſions of Natural Religion, 
' Not to be defaced by any oppoſite Nations: 
For if Chriſts Righteouſneſs be imputed 
to me asif it were mine own, what need 1 
Labour for any other ? Will not all ſuch 
Labour be worſe than loſt? Will it not 
calt diſhonor upon Chriſts Righteouſneſs 
as inſufficient, and upon his Precepts, as 
Necdleſs ? Need 1,Can I be more Righte- 
ous than Chriſt ? 

And where (in the Name of Chriſt) 
where do we in all the Book of God,or in 
Reaſon, meet any intimation of this fine 
Doftrin ? Applicationof Chriſt to our ſelves, 
the Hand of Faith,imputed Righteouſneſs, &C. 
What are they but terms of Art, invent- 
ed by falſe Apoſtles? We read indeed that 
Abrahams Faith was imputed to him for 
Rjgbteouſneſs; and ſo ſhall 1t be imputed 
to us if we believe as He did : But ſtill it 
was Abrahams Own proper Faith, and not 
Anothers ; and that Faith was no leſs 
Obedient than Confident. But what 1s 
that to Chriſts Righteouſneſs imputed to! 
us, and that only by Virtue of laying hold 
vpon him by an Application inverted ? 
not by applying our Selves to Chriſt, con- 
forming our ſelves to his Precepts and Ex- 
ample ; but applying Him to our Selves, 
by meer forceable laying Hands upon 
him ? 

A certain Land was miſerably waſted 
by a raging Plague : A great Phyſician in 
compaſſion to the People, came among 
them, declared that he had a roftrum 
which never failed them that truſted it, 
that it had been to himſelf very coſtly, 
but he would freely communicate it to all 
that needed and deſired it, and therefore 


exhorted every one to come to him for it. 
Many did ſo, and were infallibly cured ; 
but -others ſaid, there needed no more, 
but to truſt to the Medicine, the Phyſici- 
OY” 
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an was infinitely skilful in his Art, and 
faithful in his Promiſes; that therefore 
by confidence in him they ſhould have all 
his Health imputed to them, and that 
ſhould Cure them as perfeCtly as if they 
received real Health by uſe of his Preſcri- 
ptions. This is the very caſe now upon 
the Carpet : For look, how much the 
Sick Patient is cured by the imputed 
Health of the Phyſician, without a real 
remove of the Diſeaſe ; juſt ſo much is 
ſuch a Believer juſtified by the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed to him upon his 
confident applying of Chriſt to himſelf, 
with aſſurance of his being one of the E- 
le, without applying himſelfto Chriſt by 
conforming to his Nature and Commands. 

Let us then for Chriſts Sake, let us ap- 
ply our Selves to him with all Aſſurance 
of his Power and Deſire to ſave us; and 
let this Confidence deliver us up to an ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion to his Condu&t : Bnt let 
us beware of truſting to his imputed 
Righteouſneſs, without Real Holinels ; leſt 
we obtain only imputed Salvation, and fall 
into Real Condemnation. And on the other 
ſide, let us beware alſo that we rob him 
not of our due Acknowledgments : for 
what the Apoſtle ſaith of Faith in Abſtra&, 
is no leſs true of it in Conjunction with 
Holineſs. By Faith working by Love we are 
ſaved, and that, not of our Selves, it is the 
Gift of God. 

[II. It is exalted above and againſt 
Charity, which it 1s its Duty and Honor 
to ſerve. We have found one of the great 
Ends of the Goſpel to be the advancement 
of the Divine Life, whereof Charity is ſo 
great a part (if we may call it a Part) that 
however great and many Things are ſpo- 
ken of Faith, greater are ſpoken of Love. 
The Apoftle is expreſs in gtving This the 
precedence, Aud now abideth Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, theſe three, but the greateſt of theſe 
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is Charity. More.yet, he plainly declareth 
that Faith dependeth on it for its ſaving 
power, 1n Chriſt Teſus nothing availeth but 
Faith working by Love. And that this work 
may reach not our Lord only,but our Bro- 
ther too, he exhorteth the Epheſians to it 
by This Argument, There 1s one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm : But experience too 
plainly proveth, that whatever force Vnj- 
ty of faith may have for Unity of ſpirit in the 
Fe of peace; the ſame hath multiplica- 
tion of Articles of Faith, for dividing of 
minds by Schifms and Feuds.For while the 
Chriſtian World had but oe Faith, their 
mutual Love was the wonder and envy of 
their Enemies : but from the time that it 
received Additionals, and every new Do- 
Qrin became a new Religion, the mutual 
hatred of ſeveral Sects hath been no leſs 
wonderful. 

For fo much greater regard hath eve- 
ry one for his particular Belief (which he 
calleth his Religion) than for that General 
Faith wherein All agree ; that his Neigh- 
bours Diſſent therein , welgheth more 
Againſt Charity, than his Agreement in 
the greateſt Truths can do for it, 

The Good Emperors Argument was no 
leſs Unproſperous and Pious, whereby 
he endeavoured to cool the heat of the 
contending Parties, in the firſt and moſt 
uncharitable Diſpute that ever rent the 
Chriſtian World : Philoſophers, ſaid he, 
though in many things Fey Differ, yet while 
they agree in the main, do i:0t hate one ano- 
ther for their differences in cw things, out 
Love one another for their Agrecmert in the 
reſt; and why ſhould not We ao ſo, who 
profeſs. a more loving Religion ? If we ſeek 
the ſolution of this Riddle only from the 
nature of Faith, or from Scripture or 
Reaſon, we ſhall never get ſatisfaftion ; 
but as ſoon as we caſt our eye upon the 
Intereſts and Pretences of the Church of 
Rome, we immediately meet it. For when 
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Dotrins are Moltiplied and Entangled, 
and men wheedled into apyrehenſions 
that their Salvation dependeth upon their 
right belief in every one of them ; then 
w1ll they be glad to ſhelter their vnſatis- 
ſied Conſciences in the boſom of That 
Church, which promiſeth them ſafety - 
But if any be fo bold as to queſtion That 
Fundamental], and thereby ſhake the pow- 
erand greatneſs which 1s built upon it, 
however Slight the Matter of the queſtion 
be, the very queſtioning of the Churches 
Determinations is damnable, the man is 
an Heretick, and as an Heretick he muſt 
be handled. He muſt be caſt into the 
Inquiſition-priſon, there he muſt languiſh 
in Darkneſs and Naſtineſs, in Hunger and 
Cold, and all kinds of Miſery, until the 
ſeaſon come for an A& of Faith, (for by 
that Title they expreſs their Oyer and 
Terminer, which 1s moſtly but trienmal:) 
then is the Wretch put upon his Trial, 
and if found Guilty, he 1s arrayed in a 
Coat painted with Fire and Devils,where- 
in he 1s burnt alive; and the people are 
made to believe, thar after death he muſt 
ſuffer 1n Hell what 1s ſo repreſented in his 
Coat, and executed upon his Body ; and 
he muſt loſe what all other Malefaors 
enjoy, the charity of their Prayers. 

This they call an A& of Faith, and is ſo- 
lemnly executed upon as many as that 
Holy Court of Inquiſition can get into 
their Pounces. 

God be bleſſed, thoſe curſt Cows have 
ſhort Horns ; That Court reacheth not 
a!] Countries, but - the uncharitableneſs 
oO: Rome doth. There is no reproach 
{o creat as that of Heretick : to be out 


of the Boſom of the Church, is to be 


out of Gods Favour, he is hated of God, 
and muſt be ſo of all that love God. 
Such is the effect of multiplying Arti- 


cles of Faith, | 


IV. It 
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IV. It is exalted above and againſt 
REASON : and fo deftroyeth the foun- 
dation whereon it ſelf is built : For we 
have found this to be the eſſential Virtue 
of Faith, that it is Juſtice to Gods Faith- 
fulneſs : and This is therefore moſt Juſt, 
becauſe moſt Reaſonnble. 

Nor is it leſs true in the retail : No- 
thing is to be believed further thanReaſon 
proveth it to be True. Our Lord himſelf 
appealed to it for the belief which he re- 
quired : He pleaded his Miracles for Evi- 
dence, and thence claimed Judgment. 

Yea, thoſe who require us to renounce 
our Reaſon, appeal to it to themſelves : 
For they pretend to give us reaſon why 
we ſhould renounce it, and fo contradict 
themſelves no leſs than they do Reaſon. 
They are indeed no better than the ra- 
vings in Bedlam which we hear: It was a 
caſt of Tertulljan's Montaniſm which 
tranſported him into ſuch extravagance as 
to ſay, Credo quia impoſſibile eſt. And the 
Author of Religio Medici, when he ſaid, 
There are not Contraditftions enough in Re- 
ligion for an Aive Faith, might have re- 


| © memberd, that exceſs of Confidence in 


defect of Reaſon, is a certain Symptom 
of Madneſs. | 

It is true, in all Subjects, in all Arts 
and Sciences, Reaſon is pleaded for Er- 
ror ; but again it is confuted by greater 
Reaſon, as Stars are by the Sun, which 
baffleth and filenceth their weaker Light. 

Abraham believed in Hope Againſt Hope. 
It appeared impoſſible in Nature that 
Tſaac ſhould be a Father after he were 


| facrificed : but it appeared more 1mpoſſi- 


ble, that God ſhould lie, than that he 
ſhould do more than Nature : What 1 
know to be the Word of God, I believe 
infinitely, becauſe I inhnitely know God 
to be infinitely true : But that This 1s 


God's Word, and This the 'Meaning of 


it, I So far only believe, as I find Rea- 


r _ 


ſon for it : For as in Juſtice to God's re. 

vealed Word, IT am bound to pay it my 

utmoſt belief; ſo in Juſtice to his Word 

written in my heart, Iam to refuſe my 

ung till fome evidence make it appear 
ue, 

You ſay, Religion hath Afſerjes ; let 
us therefore conſider what a Myſery is. 
In the Old Teſtament we find not the 
word: in the New, we find it conſiſt of 
two parts ; the One Open, the Other Se- 
cret, Sometimes it ſignifieth a Spiritual 
Truth wrapt up in a Senſible ; thus the 
Union of Chriſt with his Church, is a 
Myſtery contained in that of a Man with 
his Wife. Sometimes a truth hidden from 
ſome Ages; thus St. Fohn proclaimeth 
the Goſpel to have been hidden from the 
beginning, but then made manifeſt : Or 
from ſome Perſons ; thus our Lord faith 
to his Diſciples, to you 3s given to know the 
Alyſteries of the kingdom of God, but to 
others in parables. 

And this 1s the moſt uſual Senſe of the 
word in Pagan Writers, and from them 
with ſome other of their Conceits, enter- 
tained by ſuch Ages of the Church as are 
held in great veneration, The Myſts 
knew ſome Rules for Religious Workſhip, 
which he learned from Books locked up 
In Archives, not acceſſible to the people; 
The Fathers of tlie Chriſtian Church zt 
firſt ſo imitated them, as to hide from 
the Catechumens the Rites of Sacra- 
ments, which from thence took the name 
of the Myſteries; and herein they were 
ſo cautions of concealing the form of ad- 
miniſtring the Euchariſt eſpecially, that 
they durſt not commit the words to wri- 
ting, fo much as in a Letter to a Biſhop, 
leſt they might by ſome accident fall in- 
to uncapabie hands, And after-ages came 
cloſer up to their pattern, by telling the 
Laity, that implicit Faith in the Church 
muſt ſatisfie them in Myſteries of Faith. 


contrary Aſpe&ts upon two different 
Perſons ; hid to the one, and open to 
the other.: But that it ſhould at the 
ſme Time, and to the ſame Perſons, 
be both kid and open, is more than a 
hidden Myſtery ; it is an open Con- 


rradiction, and it is no leſs fo, that I ' 


muſt believe what is hidden from my 
underſtanding. | 

If the Goſpel profeſs itſelf to be a 
Revealer of Myſteries, then, to tell 
me, that it concealeth ſome Trurhs 
as Myſteries, yet requireth me to be- 
lieve them ; this is no leſs a calumny 
upon the Goſpel,than an abuſe of che 
Word. | 

He that telleth the Laity, that they 
muſt be ſatisfied withimplicit Faith in 
the Church,ſpeaketh the language of a 
Pagan Myſtagogue ; but a faithful 
Preacher of the Goſpel muſt juſtifie 
himſelf to his People in the language 
of St. Paul to the Elders of Epheſas, I 
baws kept back nothing that was profitable 
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Some may judge of ſuch a Church 
25 boatieth of Myfteries, by what 1s 
wriccen.1n Rev. 17. and take That 


for a ſummary Anſwer to our preſent. 
y P 


Enguiry,concerning the changes which 
Jxer Ages have made in the Faith and 
Church of Chriſt : From imple Naked- 
els, to Gold, Purple, Scarlet, and 


a 


ad 


precious Stones ; from plain Truth. 


Dreacned and believed by the meaneſt, 
co Myſicries ; from the moſt atfeio- 
nate love, to drunkenneſs with the blood 
of Samts 3 from the chaſt Spouſe of 
Chritt, to a great Whore, and Mother of 
Harlotzs, Bur what "Truth may lie in 
itch a cenſure, we may find more 
ally by our next Enquiry. 


o the word plainly importeth two 


ENQUIRY II. 


hat Damages or Advantages have enſued 
upon the Changes and Additions which 
later Ages have made in the Goſpel ? 


EY Enquiry 1s double, and re- 
quires a Ballance, thar in one 
Scale we may lay the Damages, in the 
other the Advantages, and fo weigh 
the one againſt the other. | 
Firſt then, we will conſider the Da- 
mages,and Them in relation to Three 
ſubjects : 
I. To our Lord and his Goſpel. 
2. To private Chriftians in parti- 
cular. 


3+ To the Chriſtian Church im gene- 
al 


YA. 

I. Toour Lord's Honour, theſe Chan- 
ges bring as great Damages, and in 
as proper a ſence, as any contumelious 
Dodrines can : They repreſent him 
not as a good and wiſe Prince, whoſe 
Laws tend tothe happineſs of his Peo- 
ple; but as a capricious and humo- 
rous one, that without any other mo- 
tive than his unaccountable Will, im- 
poſeth a ſtupid belief, of a multitude 
of impertinent and incredible Propo- 
ſitions, without, yea (ſome of them) 
againſt all Reaſon, without any other 
fruic but (what he moſt haterh) ſtrife, 
contrary to that ſimplicity wherein 
the Goſpel glorieth, and to the con- 
rempt which God himſelf ſhewerh to 
acts of meer underſtanding. - 

In reference to the Animal Life, 
we find that he meaſureth to us Know- 
ledge by our Needs. Though we can 
hardly. know any thing to the bor- 
tom,yet we know ſufficient to anſwer 
the requires of ourlife. Thouſands of 
Years paſled, before it was queſtion- 
ed, whether the Earth or the Sun 
move, and it isftill a queſtion. The 
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Diſcoveries of the Teleſcope and Mi- 
croſcope arenew, yet do they both 
ſhew us admirable News, one in a 
multitude of - unthought of Stars, the 
other ina World of Wonderful pret- 
ty Beauties : And the many Diſcove- 
ries wiich Anatomy hath lately made 
1:2 our Bodies, do not !o much contri- 
bute trovur knowlecge as our wonder, 
nor at ail inftiuctus inthe Operation 
of ou Bodies or Minds. The ſame 
Conduct is viſible in reference to Spi- 
ritual Life : Our Lord hath plainly re- 
vealed, and required us to believe, 
vs bat 15 fuificicnt for the Divine Lite ; 
but in Queſtions no way ſerviceable 
thereto, Innocence, Ignorance, yea, 
and Error, will no more deltroy 'our 
Souls, than. an Error in Philoſophy 
will our Eodies. | 
But that he ſhould require exat 
and confident belief in every Queſti- 
on, which a ranging invention can 
ſtartle ; that he ſhould by his Apo- 
{tle require us to avord fooliſh queſtions, 
as knowing that they gender ſtrife, yet tO 
believe the truth in every one of them z 


that to prevent our miſtakes in ſuch for- 


bidden Queſtions, he ſhould 'ftabliſh 
an Oracle, which at pleaſure might 
coin them into Articles of Faith ; 
theſe are ſuch Contradictions both a- 
mong themlelves, and to the Wiſdom 
Oo: God, that no Error can be more 
diſhonourable to him, than ſo vile a 
Cconceit of his Conguct. 

If further we deicend to particu- 
lars, take an Inventory of the thusim- 
poſed new Articles of Faich,their irre- 
concileable oppoſition with the plain- 
eft Sence and Reaſon, their 1mpudent 
pimping for the Prieſts Intereſts, their 
extravagant impertinence to any other 
end, &c. and then compare ſuch a 
Goſpe), with that gracious one which 
oyr Loid and his Apoltles preached 
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we ſhall find greater cauſe of wonder, 
that the Profetſors of Chriſt's Religion 
ſhould ſo impudently corrupt it, than 
that God ſhould fo change his counte- 
nance towatd it, as in our Introdui- 
on we ſaw reaſon both to complain 
and juſtifie. 

The Faith which at firſt prevailed 
over the World, was no leſs ſuitable 
to the Nature, than to the Needs of 
Mankind. That every Man needed 
a Mediator between a holy God and 
hinſelf, every man's own guilty con- 
{ſcience convinced him ; that rhe Sor 
of God came into the world, to perform 
that neceſſary Office, promiſing par- 
don and everlaſting lite to thoſe that 


- would believe in him as ſuch ;5 was a 


Doetrine fo eaſfie tothe underſtanding, 
ſo welcome to the deſires, and fo obli- 
gingly offered, that as ſoon as it court- 
ed the World, it won upon it. 

But had the Apoſtles brought the 
modern Goſpel either to the learned 
Greeks or rude Barbarians, told them, 
that God had ſent his Son into the 
World to ſave them that would be- 
lieve, not only in Himſelf, bur in his 
Vicar too ; ſhouid they then haye ope- 
ned their Packs of impertinent Myite- 
ries, declared that ſome men thereto 
firſt qualified by a few words, ſhould 
atcerward by other five words turn a 
bit of Bread into the Body of God, 
which himſelf and others muſt firſt 
worſhip, and then eat, &c. If ſuch 
ftuif as this had been preached, and 
ſuch credulity as cannot be juſtified 
from folly, made the condition where- 
on men muſt hope to be juſtified from 
all their ſins; what coniidering Man 
would not rather ſtick to the Religion 
of his Fathers, whatever it were, than ' 
change it for one ſo much worſe 7 

Yes! ſuch a Religion muſt appear 


much worſe than any other ; tor the 
Apa-- 


 Apologifts , who upon this Topick 
_ pleaded for the Chrittian Religion a- 
gainſt the Pagan, though they ſuffici- 
ently expoſed the groſs Follies of the 
later, yet could not charge it with ſo 
many and groſs ones, as thoſe which 
ſwarm in that one Docrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ; nor hath Mahorer, a- 
mong all his Whimſies,any thing com- 
parable to it. 

What wonder now that the Goſpel 
cannot gain any Country upon- Hea- 
theniſm,and hath loft ſomany to:Ma- 
humetiſm ? yea, what wonder if in 
ics own bowels it ſufferfo much by A- 
theiſm 2 What wonder that no Reli: 
gion is ſo much peſtered by it as the 
Chriſtian,no Country ſo much as chart, 
where this Oracle hath its feat 2 

When a bold perſon - heareth his 
Teacher avow, that” it werelas good 
be of no Religion at all,as of aftiy other 
than That, of whoſe Corruptions he 
15 convinced, (thoughitoan indifferent 
underftanding nothirig be more incre- 
dible, yet)his Luſt will ſoon*perſwade 
him to take the” Do@oratthis word , 


and rejeA al Religion: for the fake of 


the corrtipt one. Ps 1 

If therefore Heatheniſmy Mahume- 
tiſm, or Atheiſm, be enemies to the 
Goſpel:; the Changes which later A- 
ges have! made iinic, muſt be imputed 
to their Authors, as'fo manly Treſpal- 
ſes againft it;' and be' condemned in 

ſuitable Damages. * - 

- TL As the changes made in the Faich 
are dithonourable to our Lord and his 
Goſpel, ſo are they pernicious to the 
Church of Chriſ#, both in its particular 
Members; and its Publick Body as the 
Spoiiſe of Chriſt. If 

I. They are-pernicioms to private Chri- 
ftians,by robbing them of much ot chat 
happineſs which che Goſpel is defign- 
ed to bring them , which - we hays 


found to be, r. Participation. of the Di- 
vine Nature; 2. Fun! of Toy. 

I. They rob good men of much of 
that Godlinef, which otherwiſe they 
ſhould have attained. The Apoſtle 
beleecheth us as ftrangers and pilgrims, 
to abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war a- 
gainſ# the ſoul. That War is made by 
Diverſion : Wineand Women take away 
the heart; they divert the Soul from 
labouring for the Divine Life, to wal- 
lowing in the brutiſh ; and were it 
pofiible to compute how much mil: 
chief every Luſt doth this way , 
we ſhould certainly find that no One, 
nor (perhaps) All together, would be 
tound fo pernicious as' this One Luſt 
of Diſputing' and Impoſing : For by 
this Ong all thereſt are'ſo far ſtrenzth- 
ened;as'our Forces are diverted from 
warring '/againſt thenx. 1: ,-* {15 

The more: we diſpute againſt. our 
Brethren, the leſs we diſpute againſt 
our Luſt s:' that ardor of Zeal, which 
elſe would have flamed up in Divine 
Love;:moulderech away in the black 


ſmoaky: hears of-bircer: Zeal: 


Very happy ſure: inuſt::the great 
Difſputers be, 'whoſe Luſts.are'ſo mor- 
tified, that can ſpare ſo much of their 
Time and Ate&tions,to be plaid away 
at this puſh-pin : or very unhappy, if 
they waſte fo much of them both , 
while their Laufts remain unconfuted : 
yea, they are unhappy if,” having bat- 
ted their Luſts;/they loſe ſo much of 
Joy, and of encreaſe in Godlineſs , as 
with-the ſame labory and infinitely 
greater benefit, they might have pur- 
chaſed. 4200 | 
- ''The greateſt part of mankind ( we 
{ce hath not fouls largeenoughrto en- 


tertain both ſorts of Zeal = but look 


how much there is of zeal for what 
they think Faith, againſt what - they 
call Hereſie , ſo much is loſt from 

H 2 Love 


do. 


Love of God and our Neighbour, and 
from Reformation of the moſt mortal 
Errors of our Lives. | 

2. They rob good men of that ful- 
neſs -þ joy which is the deſign of the 
Goſpel. The wicked (faith the Prophet) 
are like the troubled ſea which cannot reſt, 
whoſe waters cat up mire and dirt. It 
it be miſerable to be toſſed with 
ſtorms, then are Diſputes in matters of 
Faith miſerably pernicious ; not only 
by hindering mens minds from war- 
ring againſt the lufts which raiſe thoſe 
ſtorms, but by raiſing others no leſs 
tempeſtuous, between Faith impoſing 
things incredible,and Reaſon reſiſting 
\uch Impoſitions. 

Where is that" conſidering perſon 
who eſcapeth thoſe ſtorms? Thereare 
that'tell us ſtories of theRoman Prieſts 
themſelves, that they frequently con- 
fels, that all their ſtruglings cannot 
ſubdue their Reaſon to a belief of the 
Doetrine of Tranſubſtantiation , and 
that their Confeſlors alſo.in their turns 
confeſs the ſame to their Confeſlors.; 
but cannot either give or receive ſuch 
Penance as-can- remove the incurable 
evil. What conflits muſt ſuch con- 
trary winds neceſſarily raiſe in a ſoul 
infinitely deſicous and equally unable 
to believe ! 

Moraliſts promiſe us Peace and Joy 
ifwe ſubdue our Luſts. Apoſtles up- 
on better warrant make us the ſame 
Promifes.. Alas! now. we find ano- 
ther, and that an invincible Enemy, 
made of that very Friend , by whoſe 
help we were to have obtained chat 
Victory. By help of good Reaſon, 


aſlifted by God's Grace , we may ſub- 
dre our Luſts ; but how. ſhall we fub- 
due our Reaſon,which as it is our own 
Nature, without which wecannot be 
men, fo it is the. [Image of: God , and 
like its Original, Immortal. and. Inyin- 


cible ?: Muſt we deface God's Image 
that we may partake his Nature? 

Fight againſt him i efgie, char we 
may obey him in his Vicar ? This 
were to perform contradictions that 
we may believe them, and we ſhall 
find the one no leſs above our ſtrength 
than the other ; but. after all endea- 
vours, either to ſatisfie or ſtupifie our 
minds, we ſhall never be able to quier 
them. 

A hard warfare indeed ! Firſt by 
our Reaſon we muſt fight againſt our 
Luſts; and then by Faith we muſt 
fight our Reaſon ; which yet we muſt 
find Invincible, and ſo the War ge 
ſperate. 

| Is it thus, the peace of God paſſeth all 
underſtanding ? Mult we out-run all un- 
derſtanding , that we may overtake 
Peace? Is it thus, that believing we re- 
foice with joy unſpeakable and glort- 
ous ? Or is this the good fighs of Faith, 
which we are by the Apoſtle encou- 
raged to fight, aud by experience find 
unproſperous ? , 

Another,and no leſs nnhappy War, 
do theſe additional Dod&trines raiſe to- 
ward our Brethren,whom they cempe 
us to hate and perſecute, under pre- 
tence of anſwering St. Fude's alarm, 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith.. Some- 
thing. of this we have ſeen under the 

conlideration that. Faith iz exalted a- 
bove Charity , and ſomething more we 
ſhall ſee in obſerving the miſchiets 
which accrue tothe Church. of Chriſt 
in its publick capacity, to which there- 
tore we haſten without ſtop.at the mu- 
tual Enmities between. private Chritti- 
ans, however viſible and lamentable. 

{I1. The next ſubje& of damage 
is-the Church of Chriſt m ts general ca- 
pacity : and this indeed is concerned 
in all the reſt, For the Community, 
which is the. Catholick Church, is the 


Spouſe 


Spouſe of Chriſt, whoſe happineſs is 
the adequate end of the Goſpel,whoſe 
every Promiſe and Precept is imploy- 
eq as a Means to ſerve it, and there- 
fore whatever crofleth this good de- 
ſign, if ir come from our Lord, muſt 
diſhonour his Conduct. 

Again, the Catholick Church is a 
Body compact of ſingle Members , 
whoſe ſeveral happineſs or pain af- 
feceth the whole. 

Whether our Lord hath been faith- 
ful or defective in his care for the 
happineſs of every particular, and the 
whole Community , how ſhall we ex- 
amine ? If by his own and his Apo- 
les Precepts,no Religion in the world 
could ever vie with the Goſpel, ei- 
ther in Precepts or Arguments for the 
deareſt love, the greateft happineſs of 
the Church, as well Triumphant as 
Militant : If by the practice of its Pro- 
feſſors, none ever liirred up ſuch mu- 
tual Quarrels among private perſons, 
ſuch cruel Perſecutiens by Princes , 
ſuch bloody Wars between Nations. 

' OarLord indeed appointed it for an 
Incendiary , but its fires were to- be 
thoſe of the moſt ardent Love : it is 
from the Corruptions of later Ages, 
that thoſe lambent flames are by bitter 
zeal changed to devouring fires. ur 
Lord's great Apoſtle faith,that in Chriſ# 
Feſus nothing availeth but faith working 
in bowe ; but his pretended Vicar faith, 
Nothing availeth but Faith working by 
Zeal, and the beſt Zeal. is the moſt 
bitter. 

The Armies which blind zzal raifed 
forthe recovery of the Holy Land 


from Infidels, have been diverted. by. 


this butter zeal, for the corrupters of the 


Chriſtian Faich, againk the oppoſers of 


thole Corruptions ; ana pardon of fin 


promiſed to ſuch as ſhould loſe their 


lives in ſo holy a cauſe ; wherein how 
many. have been deſtroyed. , who can 


compute ? Some have done their en- 
deavours, who give us this account. 
Of Albigenſes and Waldenſes ſlain nine 
hundred thouſand : From thence to 
theReformation no manhath ſet down 
the account of them that have been 
cut off, partly by fire,partly by ſword, 
partly by other torments. From the 
beginning of the Feſuirs to the Year 
1590. 1n lictle more than thirty years, 
Balduinus noteth almoſt nine hundred 
thouſand put to death by the alone 
hand of the Execationer.The D.of A1- 
va gloried in the ſlaughter of ſix and 
thirty chouſand in Belgium, only in a 
a few years. Yergerius witneſſeth, that 
the Inquiſition, in ſcarce thirty years, 
conſumed a hundred and fifty thou- 
land by ſeveral kinds of torments.We 
cannot ſtop our ears or eyes ſo hard, 
as to avoid the Ilamentable ſight and 
complaints of our next Neigbours ſuf- 
tering (under him that calleth himſelf 
the moFt Chriſtian King ,and glorieth in 
the atchievementc) more than any,yea 
than all the primitive Chriſtians ſuf- 
tered under thoſe whom. our Fathers 
calld cruel Perfecutors, but this compa- 
riſon will repreſent as mild Princes. 
Aſtoniſhmene and grief here top. 
us ; we therefore turn to examin what. 
weight the other Scale carrieth. 

I. What advantages accrueth by the 
changes which later Ages have made © 
in. the Faith of the Goſpel. 

Here we muſt crave the - grant of. 

two Suppoſitions. | 
I. That the Clergy in oppoſition to the 
People,and the Church of Rome in oppoſe-. 
tion-i0 all other Churches 1s Chriſt 'sSpouſe, 
and conſequently what is gained to that. © 
Speuje is gained to Christ hijn{elt, - | 

2.That the temporal advantages which. 
accrue tothat Spouſe may ve equiualent to 
the ſouls which may be lojt to purchaſe them. 

Unleſs theſe two {m21l Conceliions - 

may begranted, we hare not a word 


(Q - - 


to lay; but if they be,that Church will 
ſhew ſach gains,as if they fall ſhort of 
the full value,yet ſhall be ſureto avoid 
the complaint of David, that they ſell 
God's people for nonght,and take no nomey 
for thera. It 15 conteiled, money 10 kind, 
is not ſo properly the gain made by this 
part of the Goſpel,yert may it be redu- 
ced hither : for were not mens under- 
ſtandings muffled by implicit Faith, 
they could never be ſo grofly cheated 
as they are in the DoQrines of Repen- 
rance. But that houſe of merchandiſe we 
may take another time to vilit; at pre- 
ſent we are in purſuir- of a nobler 
game, Honour and Power ; and in theſe 
we ſhall divide the gains as wedid the 
damages. For as in thoſe we conſider- 
ed what accrued to God, and what to 
man ; ſo in theſe we ſhall hat z got- 
zen to the Pope as Chriſt's Vicar and what 
ro inferior Prieſts as bs Officers. 

I. The Pope,under the Character of 
Chriſt's Vicar, by changes and additions 
made inthe Faith of the Goſpel, hath 
gotten that boundleſs Honour ang 
Power,to which otherwiſe he hathno 
pretence. 

It isnot a word or two of our Lord, 
ſtrained beyond the mind of the ſpea- 
ker; it is not his Paſce oves,or Tues Pe- 
trus,that can move a ſerious man.;to a- 
ny thing but aſtonilkment ac ſuch bold- 
neſs , as dares with intolerable impu- 
dence burleſque our Lord's words ; but 
is the pretended neceſlity of an fall: 
ble Chair , which hath advanced that 
Biſhop,not only above all otherBjhops, 
but above all Princes inthe world. 

| For what can ſet a ftrand to that 
Power which can impoſe upon mens 
belief without bounds? W hat can make 
ſuch an exorbitant Power credible , if 
the Need appear not great as the 4- 
ſurdity ? And what colour of ſuch 
Need,it the bounds of Faich be not en- 
larged , beyond thoſe narrow ones 


(a) Greg.de major G& obeafolite. (b) Diſtint.g6.cdu ſunt. 


which our Lord ſet ? But when mat- 
ters of belief are ſo multiplied, that it is 
impoſſible for a man of ordinary buſi- 
neſs in the world, not only to ander- 
/tand them, but even to number them ; 
when in molt of them,ſomtimes two, 
ſometimes more parties, contend with 
equal confidence; and can be brought 
tono other agreement but in this,that 
they cannot be too zealous for the 
Truth ; what is this, but a ſtate of war 
between the Diſputants,and of doubts 
in the by-ſtanders? and how can 
Peace be'obtained without a living 
Arbitrator ? 

Thus the diſputacity of Doors 
made an infallible Chair appear necel- 
ſary, and thoſe who ſit in that Chair, 
have fo far made it infallible,as to de- 


termine what is moſt advantageousto” 


themſelves; for they have thereby 
g1incd Honour and Power, boundleſs 


as their Matcers of Faith, and incredi- 


ble as their Myſteries. 
Their (a) Canon-law declareth and 
pretendeth to prove,by Gez.1. that, the 


Pope is as much preater than the Emperor, 
as the Sun w than the Moon ; and (b) fo 


much better than other. Kings, as Gold us 
better than Lead.'This is modeR,if their 
Power in impoling Faith,be more ar- 
bitrary than that of Emperors and 
Kings in impoſing Taxes. 

Their Supremacy over other Biſhops 
is derived from the ſame Fountain. 
The ſame unhappy controverſie which 
made others d:ſputacious, made the Bi- 
ihop of Rowe Supreme. The gain that 
he made of the entertainment, which 


he ſo often gave to Athanaſius and 


his Party,was this: He thence took ad- 
vantage toclaim a negative in Coun- 
Cils, and afterward the ſole power of 
determiningControverſies out ofCoun- 
cil. And how much he muſi be above 
the relt of mankind , who is ſo much 
above all other Biſhops,we may (I was 


about 
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about to fay compute) admire by the 
next pa't of our enquiry, tae gain of 
the Prieits. | 
HL. The Prieſts have exalted them- 
ſelves above the People,as much as the 
Pope above all Princes and Biſhops. 
" That chey might keep the Laity at 
greater diftance, they have doubly a- 
buſed chem ; firft by multiplying and 
entangling the Do&rines of Faith,and 
then by wich-holding the Light that 
ſhould clear them : At the ſame time 
ſurfeiting chem with a glut of Doctrines, 
and ffarving them with a tamine of 
the Bread of Life. So the Goſpel isto 
them borh kindsof Wilderneſs ; bare 
as the Sands of Africk (without Path or 
Land-mark) for want of Scripture ; 


yet thick- wooded as the Hills of Zej- 


lan (whoſe Buſhes none can creep 
through) by multitudes of Doctrines : 
So that thoſe whom Education hath 
enabled to underſtand the Language 
wherein the Scripture was Written, 
find Schola'tick Divinity fo over- 
grown with briars, that they think it 
bertter,and are willing to believe thoſe 
who perſwade them fo, to lie in eaſe 
and ignorance , . taking Images for 
their Books, and Prieſts tor tneir Ora- 
cles, than tire themſcives with ſuch 
entangling itudies, 
' Yea, which is yet more intolerable, 
they keep the People ignorant, not 
only of God's Word to them, but of 
their own to God, locking up their 
own publick Prayers in the fame un- 
known Tongue with the Scriptures. 
Ignorance (lay they) is the Mother of 
Devotion: Itisfo; but of devotion to- 
ward the Prieft, not toward God ; 
for where there is no light in the un- 
derſtanding, what hear can there be 
inthe affections? What devotion with- 
out love, and what love without ſome 
knowledge of the obje&t 5 St. fobn 
telleth us, We love God, becaufe be lowed 


(a) Chimera. fol. 97. (b) Ecileſiaſticus, cap. 147. 


75 firff, but theh he ſuppoſeth we- 
know it. St. Fames requireth, that we 
pray in faith, but he ſuppoſeth we know 
what weask. Butif I depend upon the 
Prieſt, both for God's word to me and 
mine to God, what is he leſs thanGod's. 
Oracle, and how much more than my 
Mediator? Andupon cither office,the 
claim thar he maketh to my greateſt 
reverence will be as juſt as iris inſo- 
lent, which that it'is ſufficiently, ap- 
pears by theſe their demands : 
Staniſlaus Onicharins {aith, That a. 
common Prie#t 1s as much better than a 
King, as a Man w better than a Beaſt ; 
yea turther, That as far as God Al- 
mighty doth excel a Prieſt, ſo much doth 
a Prieſt excel a King (a). It you de-- 
ſire to 'know what particular Beaſt, 
Gaſpar ' Schioppins will inform you :. 
Lay-men (laith he) are Aſſes, Mules, or 
Horſes ; the Romnani#t a tame Aſs, the 
Heretick a wild cne(b). Catholick Kings 
are the Leading-aſſes with 'Bells, Reges 
Catholici ſunt afini cum tintinnabulo. 
Thank them heartily! We Herericks 
are the wiler,that keep ourſelves(1ld, 
as they call it) free,as Nature made us; 
not {utfer ourtelves to b2 fadled, laden. 
with burdens, whereof we know no+- 
thing but the heavinels, .driven we. 
know not whither, nor why, and laſh- 
ed by infolent Maſters. Such ulage is 
enotigh two make thoſe turn wild, 
whom Education hath tamed. | 
The Proverb celieth us, I hat did rhe 
Horſe know his own Brength, he would 
mt endure ſuch ulage as now he deth : 
And what hindereth us from know- 
ing the ftrength of our own mind 2. 
Ve have the ſame Scripture, we have. 
the ſame Faculties whereby to under- 
ſtand ic, and we have more certainty 
of our own ſincerity than we can have. 
of our Maſters: what hindereth us 
trom taking the bleiled King's advice, 
not to take our Religion from other 
mens z 


S « 


mens Traditions, but our own Judg- 
ments ? | 
Ifwecan have the bolJneſs to believe 
this, which even our Riders cannot 
deny, that nothing can bs marter of 
laving Faich, but what the Author of 
our Faith made ſo; and that the Scri- 
pture hath faichfully informed us of 
what he ſaid in that great point ; we 
may ſoan know ourſelves to be no lels 
injallible than the Pope pretenderh to 
be: And if we can as eaſily ftiake off 
the loads which our Luſts impoſe, as 
thoſe which the Schoolmen do 3 we 


may then enjoy that true liberty , 


whereof our Redeemer faith, If the 
Son make you free, you ſhall be free indeed, 


w - — —— 


The CONCLUSION. 

FW HE end of all is to determine be- 
+, F tween Faith and Love,us our Lord 
did between God and Ce&/ar, Give unto 
Faith the things that are Faith's, and 
unto Love the things that are Love's; 
to Faith its due Bounds, 2nd to Love its 
due boundleſneſs ; to Faith the praiſe of a 
good Servant, and to love the honour 9 
a good Lord; to Faith the power cf ad- 
wancing Love, but not of reſtraining it. 
For this doth the Apoſtle extend it, Do 
good toall, eſpecially to thoſe that are 
of the houſhold of Faith : J/hich Hou- 
ſhold alſo the ſame Apoſtle extendeth to 
All which confeſs the Lord Jeſus, and 
believe thar God hath raiſed him from 
the dead. And if any (not ſatufied with 
their place in the Houſe) will needs build 
themſelves Hutts of Wood, Hay ,or Stub- 
ble, #t well d:ffroy their Works with [uch 
Fires asgfha H} ſpare their Perſons, 

Thu 1s the 6A Honour of the Re- 
formers of our Church, this maketh it the 
beſt conſtituted Church in the World, that 
im her departure from the Corruptions of 
Rome, fhe departed not from Charity. 

We are now cenfidering none of ber Con- 


ftitutions , but thoſe which concern Eiith, 


which both in the Office for Baptiſm, and 
that for Viſitation of the ſick, ſhe plainly 
declarerh not to extend beyond the ſimplejt 
of all the Creeds : whence it muſt neceſſa- 
rily follow , that if any where elſe ſhe 
bave {aid or inſtituted any thing, . that 
may appear repugnant to thoſe declarations, 
:t muſt be thereby interpreted, aud imputed 
to her imitation of the great Apoſtle's Con- 
duf, becoming a Papift to the Papiſts, 
that by all means ſhe might gain ſome 
of the Papiſts. For this geod reaſon, in 
her Liturgy ſhe kept their beſt Colle&ts, 
whatever. was juſtifiable in their Litany, 
and all their Creeds ; in her Rubricks, 
many of their Feaſts, moſt of their Faſt, 
and ſome of their Ceremonies : And the 
ſucceſs juſtified this condu&, till a Bull 
from Rome blaſted the Fruit which ſuch 
fair Biofſoms promiſed. ; 

But ſince that time, as ſhe hath gotteh none 
From Rome, ſo hath ſhe on the other ſide lo 
many of her own, whoſe narrower Souls could 
not ſrallow ſuch things, as were in no other 
relation valuable, But what they carried te fo 
goed an end ; and now more than a hundred 
years experience calleth upon the ſame Charity, 
to tack about and ſteer a contrary courſe. It 
a general Rule and prattifſed by all good Phy- 
fitzans, to obſerve whether their Preſcriptions 
de more good or hurt 5 nor would he be faith- 
Ful either to his Patient or Profeſſion, that 
ſhould obſtinately ſtick to his fir Orders, in 
contr adittion to experience. It hath pleaſed our 
Gracious King to Invite and Authorize the 
Prelates and Repreſentatives of our Church, to 
prafiſe the ſame Charity toward our diſtem- 
pered Church and State 3 and it will be a 
great diſappointment both to Hu Majeſty and 
hy good People, if ſo glorious an Opportunity 
prove fruitleſs : nor will thoſe who glory in the 
Chara@er of Church-of-England-men make 
good their claim to it, if they really diſhonour 
her by renouncing her ſpirit of Charity, fuppo- 
ſing to honour her by their ſtiffneſs to thoſe 
Conſtitutions, whoſe very Author s (were they 
now living,and true to their own Reaſon) mutt 
be willing to aboliſh them. 
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